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I. Overview of Request for Consideration

On behalf of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation (“SLCN”) and Mikisew Cree First Nation (“MCFN”)
we, the Chiefs of those Nations, make this submission for consideration by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council (“LGIC” or “Cabinet”) in any contemplated or requested! action to call a
referendum on secession, including but not limited to a referendum called pursuant to the Citizen
Initiative Act’® or the Referendum Act®> For clarity, this submission also applies to calling a
separatist referendum on any variation of the Forever Canada question* (“Secessionist

Referendum”).

We remind Alberta that they owe obligations to MCFN and SLCN in calling a Secessionist
Referendum. The Honour of the Crown, Treaty No. 8, the duty of diligent Treaty implementation
and the duty to consult and accommodate all apply to Alberta unilaterally calling a Secessionist
Referendum. For clarity in this submission, “unilateral” means without any consultation or
consent of the Treaty parties, namely the First Nation signatories and the Crown as defined by the
Court in Sylvestre’ (“Unilateral Call”).

These legal obligations arise prior to a Unilateral Call. This includes before any negotiations
around section 35.1 of Constitution Act, 1982, which only contemplates amendments to sections
25 of the Charter, section 35 of the Constitutional Act, 1982, and section 91(24) of the Constitution
Act, 1867, not to a wholesale undoing of the constitution and the Treaties.® Indeed, the Treaties

were made prior to section 35.1°s enactment.

' M. Scace, Alberta separatists making alternative plans to force referendum if they lose the court challenge, the
Globe and Mail, April 3, 2026: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-alberta-separatists-making-
alternative-plans-to-force-referendum-if/ .

2 Citizen Initiative Act, SA 2021, ¢ C-13.2.

3 Referendum Act, RSA 2000, ¢ R-8.4.

4 D. Braid, Pro-Canada question could get the nod in upcoming referendum on Alberta’s future, Calgary Herald,
April 23, 2026: https://calgaryherald.com/opinion/columnists/braid-pro-canada-question-could-get-nod-upcoming-
referendum-alberta-future

5 Canada is the primary obligor of the Crown as Treaty party. See: Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta v Sylvestre,
2025 ABKB 712 (CanLlII), at paras 190-192, at para. 213.

® The Constitution Act, 1982, Schedule B to the Canada Act 1982 (UK), 1982, ¢ 11,5 35.1.
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In Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation vs. Alberta’, Alberta’s lawyers argued that there are several off-
ramps for a Secessionist Referendum. If true, this is the last off ramp available, and Alberta must
take it.

Alberta cannot unilaterally call a Secessionist Referendum. Any Unilateral Call will thus
be unlawful, unconstitutional and in breach of the Honour of the Crown. It would open the door
to a collection of individuals determining what happens with our Treaties, in a manner that
will be politically and legally binding on Alberta. Our ancestors never contemplated this with
Treaty No. 8. Treaty No. 8 was to last as long as the sun shines, the grass grows and the rivers

flow. We will not sit by while our Treaties possibly end.

II. Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation

Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation (“SLCN”) is a Cree (néhiyaw) people in what is now
northwestern Alberta. Our ancestors have lived on the land since time immemorial. Our
territory spans from north of High Prairie to east past Edmonton, south to Jasper, where we have
ceremonial spaces, and west into British Columbia.® We entered into Treaty No. 8 with the

imperial Crown in 1899.

Through this, we understand that Treaty 8 would last forever, tying us to the Crown, as our
relations, like political cousins.’ Treaty 8 was a sacred agreement meant to bind all of us “as long
as the sunshine and the rivers flow” — i.e. forever.! They were not intended to be amended
or changed unilaterally. Any discussion about changes to our Treaty requires the full consent of

our Nations, through proper ceremony and mutual agreement.

Importantly, our ancestors never contemplated the Treaty could be undone amended or altered

though any process initiated by individuals who came to inhabit Alberta.!!

I11. Mikisew Cree First Nation

Mikisew Cree First Nation (“MCFN”) is a Cree (néhiyaw) “people” in what is now northeastern

Alberta. Our ancestors have lived on this land since time immemorial. In 1899, we entered into

7 At the hearings held the week of April 7, 2026.

8 Affidavit of Chief Sheldon Sunshine, January 8, 2026, paragraph 4; Exhibit A (APPENDIX 1).
® Sunshine Affidavit, paragraph 5.

10 Sunshine Affidavit, paragraph 8.

! Sunshine Affidavit, paragraphs 7-8.



Treaty No. 8 with the imperial Crown. We agreed to share the land to the depth of a plough,'?
with those who came to inhabit Treaty 8 territory, including some of your ancestors.

When our people entered Treaty No. 8, Cree (néhiyaw) laws and governance systems operated in
this area that is now part of the province of Alberta. These laws informed the Cree (néhiyaw)
understanding of Treaty. Treaty No. 8 tied us together with non-Indigenous partners in

a relationship with the Crown.!3

MCEFN is the largest First Nation in the oil sands area and we have suffered, and continue to

suffer, disproportionately from industrial development!*

, including through elevated cancer rates
and rare cancers, which Alberta continues to ignore and downplay. They have told us to
disbelieve the evidence we see with our own eyes and live (and die) through our own lives: even
our children are dying of cancer. However, Alberta claims our children are not sick because they
are forced to go to Edmonton or elsewhere for treatment, so they are no longer recorded as from

Fort Chipewyan.!>

Any Secessionist Referendum will put the decision of whether to necessarily bisect our territory
with international borders, without consultation, without our consent and through majoritarian
vote of individuals — not through the Treaty parties. We have nine reserves total, and one —
Peace Point — in Wood Buffalo National Park (“WBNP”). Our territory according to our Treaty
Land Entitlement agreement includes Clair and Mamawi Lakes also within the WBNP. Our
elder Fred Gibot said that our “land was made to be a part of the Park. It is like something

siting in the middle of a plate.”'®

If Alberta calls a Secessionist Referendum, the doors will be
open for our land to be in two independent countries, neither of which is our own. All

without consultation or MCFN consent.

12 Affidavit of Chief Billy-Joe Tuccaro, October 19, 2025, para 5 and Exhibit B, TARR interview with Fred
Courteoreille (APPENDIX 3).

13 Tuccaro Affidavit, paragraph 12.

14 Tuccaro Affidavit, paragraph 3.

15 See for example: Emma Baumgaertner Nunn, Cancer Haunts Neighbors of Canada’s Oil Sands Wastelands, New
York Times, March 10, 2026: https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/10/health/canada-oil-sands-fort-chipewyan-

alberta.html; J. Edwards, Oil sands pollutants in traditional foods, CMAJ, 2014 Sep2; 186(12): E444. doi:
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4150727/,

16 Tuccaro Affidavit, paragraph 6.
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1Vv. The Crown

SLCN and MCFN maintain that they made Treaty No. 8 as an international agreement between
Nations, that is with the Imperial Crown. The Court found that the Crown is represented by Canada
in Treaty No. 8. Alberta is not a party.!’

V. Alberta is not a party to Treaty No. 8

As a non-party, Alberta has no jurisdiction to unilaterally alter Treaty No. 8, under Canadian law

or Cree law.

Treaty 8 provided the legal and political basis for the sharing with and settlement of our
territory by non-Indigenous people. Without Treaty No. 8, there would be no Canada, in our
territory anyway, and without Canada, there would be no Alberta. Treaty No. 8 is a prerequisite

to Alberta’s lawful existence as province.

Alberta was not created until 1905 as a province — it was not then and is not now a “people” at
international law. MCFN and SLCN have objected both to the creation of the province in 1905
without their consent and the transfer of resources, also without their consent, under the Natural

Resource Transfer Agreement.'®

VL Treaty No. 8 interpretation and Cree understanding

The numbered Treaties are interpreted and understood through well-established principles
including that they must consider the Cree understanding and perspective of Treaty 8. They must

be given the sense they would naturally have had for the parties in 1899."°

Dr. Darcy Lindberg’s Affidavit (“Lindberg Affidavit”) explained the Cree Treaty-making
principles and Cree law that would have informed MCFN and SLCN’s understanding of Treaty
No. 8. The Lindberg Affidavit also explained what would have naturally been understood by the

Cree in entering into Treaty No. 8, concluding as follows:

In my opinion, a restructuring of treaty that maintains the legal and

political integrity of the government kinship it has created cannot be

17 Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta v Sylvestre, 2025 ABKB 712 (CanLlIl), at paras 190-192, at para. 213.
18 Tuccaro Affidavit, at paragraph 13; Sunshine Affidavit, at paragraph 7.

19 Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta v Sylvestre, 2025 ABKB 712 (CanLIl), at para 176.


https://canlii.ca/t/kgw3s#par190
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accomplished through an unnamed, unrecognized party in place of the
Crown in right of Alberta.?°

Cree law is a fundamental part of Treaty interpretation. In his addendum Report (“Lindberg
Report”) dated May 1, 2026, explains the following regarding a Unilateral Call:

A unilateral initiation of a referendum on secession is a fundamental
breach of the treaty, and of Cree law. From a Cree perspective, the
governmental relationship created by treaties is foundational to its
continued operation. It is commonly understood that it is a basic
transgression of Cree treaty law to act without involvement of all the treaty

partners.?!

To explain this very simply, but not to compare treaties to contracts, consider the analogy of a
Contract between Alberta and Company A. Company A subcontracts to another company they
created (Company B). It goes without saying Company B couldn’t then put a vote to its

shareholders to terminate the Contract it is not a party to between Alberta and Company A.??

The same logic applies here. Yet, this is effectively what Alberta is doing as a non-party to Treaty
No.8 — Alberta would be throwing the door open to end our Treaty with the Crown through a
majoritarian vote of settlers who have come to inhabit our land. A Unilateral Call is a breach of
Cree law, the Treaty, and the Constitution Act, 1982, but, by comparison, also it would be a breach

of basic contract law.

Dr. Lindberg’s Affidavit and Report confirm what we know through our oral histories — the Treaty
was to last forever, and Alberta cannot open the door to end that Treaty unilaterally through a
Secessionist Referendum. We respectfully request that Cabinet review these important documents

to understand the nature of the Treaty No. 8 — and your obligations to our Nations in this context.

VII. Serious Harms and Risks of a Secessionist Referendum

20 Affidavit of Darcy Lindberg affirmed October 17, 2025, at paragraph 47 (“Lindberg Affidavit”) (APPENDIX 4).
2! Addendum Report of Darcy Lindberg, May 1, 2026 (“Lindberg Report”) (APPENDIX 5).

22 See also: Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta v Sylvestre, 2025 ABKB 712 (CanLlIl), at para 195: “If the Numbered
Treaties were contracts, First Nations could withhold their consent to the assignment of obligations from Canada to
an independent Alberta. Further, since this was the common law rule in effect at the time of the formation of the
Numbered Treaties, this is important contextual evidence as to what the treaty commissioners negotiating for
Canada would have believed the consequences or effect of their agreement to be. The impact of the common law on
the Canadian treaty commissioners in this respect parallels the effect of Cree law on the perspective of the Cree
Chiefs who signed Treaties 6 and 7, as discussed below.”


https://canlii.ca/t/kgw3s#par195

There are serious and ongoing harms that will result from a Secessionist Referendum. But
Alberta’s secession, so long as there is no foreign interference in the form of recognition of a

declaration of independence, will be basically impossible to achieve.

We have made several submissions on the illegality of a Unilateral Call and a Secessionist
Referendum?. Canadian law makes clear that several hurdles would make secession practically
impossible?* so long as the rule of law continues to apply following a successful Secessionist

Referendum.

So, in the face of these documented risks noted below, we respectfully ask Cabinet: what good can

come of this Secessionist Referendum?

We can see none. The assertion that a referendum on the possible destruction of our Treaties is a

23 is disingenuous. There are several ways to release pressure within

mere “pressure release valve
the United Conservative Party that will not come with significant harm to our Nations and the
Treaty relationship. This position also communicates to us that Alberta’s legal and constitutional
obligations to our Nations are subsumed to the government’s partisan and political concerns. The
characterization of this process as traditional grievance politics is incorrect. And framing this as a
method to obtain “leverage” with Ottawa is misleading. Rather, we agree with the commentators
who have said that this movement is fuelled by bigotry?®, having explicitly extolled the “white
replacement theory”?” at petition sanctioned events in pursuit of the legislative pathway your

government sanctioned through Bill 14.

In response, Alberta has refused to condemn this bigotry, racism, misinformation and foreign
interference, while they are quick to condemn many other movements, including certain flags and

ideologies in our schools, including those on our reserves. This double standard is dishonourable.

23 See legal submissions in Sylvestre v. Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta and, for SLCN, Sturgeon Lake Cree
Nation v. Alberta.

24 R. Currie, Alberta’s separation from Canada would be illegal, Policy Options, February 10, 2026:
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/2026/02/alberta-separation-illegal/

2 Tracey McLean Affidavit, affirmed February 2, 2026 (APPENDIX 6), paragraphs 15-25.

26 See for example: M. Di Cintio, Among the Separatists: | wanted to learn the true target of their angry dreams.
What I heard made me tremble for the Alberta I love, The Tyee, April 1, 2026:
https://thetyee.ca/Analysis/2026/04/01/Among_Separatists/#, stating: “These ideas feel cribbed from the Alberta
independence policy documents. They echo what the separatists have been saying, both onstage and online:
foreigners are to blame for Alberta’s ills. Even when the independence referendum fails, the damage will be done.
By legitimizing a movement built on bigotry, we’ve legitimized the bigotry itself.”

27 McLean Affidavit, paragraph 34; Exhibit 9.
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In this request, we are asking that you chose the greater public good (not unilaterally calling a
Secessionist Referendum) over partisan political survival. This is also what the Honour of the

Crown requires.

In addition to the severe impact on the Treaty and our Treaty relationship, there are several risks
to a Secessionist Referendum in 2026. We will address three serious harms that are already
presenting significant risks, and over which Alberta has the ability to close the door on: (i) racism,

(i1) misinformation/disinformation and (iii) foreign interference.
i Racism

The level of racism we receive, especially online, has grown exponentially since the Separatist
petition was approved on January 2, 2026.2% Only a few days after the petition started, Chief
Sunshine documented some of the hate that was unleashed online. It is only getting worse. Even
during the hearing of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation vs. His Majesty the King in Right of Alberta,
Chief Sunshine received hate emails specifically related to this case, calling the SLCN Chief and
his people “pine n----rs” among other horrifically derogatory. Chief Sunshine reported this to the
RCMP. This kind of hate speech, since January 2, 2026, is a regular online occurrence for us. On
the land where we have lived since time immemorial, we are subject to this hate, enabled by the

legitimization of this separatist movement and the bigotry and racism it openly espouses.

Then, we watched Alberta’s lawyers downplay this evidence and our traumatic experience by
suggesting this racism was not caused by this petition process or the legal sanction of it by
Alberta (through Bill 14). This is a predictable though dishonourable approach — indeed,
Alberta has claimed for decades that MCFN’s cancer rates are not caused by the oil sands in the

face of MCFN’s undeniable experiences.

We assure you through our experience, the legal sanction of this process is the legitimization and
the cause of this proliferated racism. The most racist comments are coming at separatist events, on
separatist pages, and around any pushback to this government enabled separatist movement. This
is a level of racism we have not seen in decades, amplified by the online medium and the

legitimization of this movement as “grievance” politics, a pressure release valve or ‘leverage’.

i. Misinformation/Disinformation

28 Sunshine Affidavit, at paragraph 36.



We have observed UCP insiders spread misinformation and, in the case of lawyer Keith Wilson,
disinformation on Treaties.?’ Mr. Wilson knows the law. He presumably read the Sylvestre
decision. Despite this, he is disseminating false information online that our options are to (1) live
in ghettos on our reserves, administered by Canada (eliminating our legally enforceable Treaty
rights outside reserves); (2) to substitute the Crown for Alberta without our consent which is illegal
according to Sylvestre, or (3) be forced into a new Treaty with Alberta. This is not what the law
says — we are not an afterthought to be forced into something. Our consent is necessary. Alberta

has done nothing to correct this disinformation.

Similarly, separatist lawyer Jeffrey Rath, who owes SLCN $28 million®®, is also
encouraging unilateral secession along with Wilson.3! Unilateral secession is illegal. Yet, your
government has condoned these positions through silence, legitimizing this process and even by
welcoming these speakers at UCP events. In fact, Alberta’s lawyers’ arguments were troubling in

their consistency with Mitch Sylvestre’s.

Any Secession Referendum, as indicated in the recent Slopaganda Report’?, the Foreign
Interference explained below in (ii1), and now the promulgation of deliberate misinformation, will
only amplify this harm from disinformation, misinformation and malinformation on Treaties and
the law. We are asking for this reason too, to not call a Secessionist Referendum unilaterally and

condemn this harmful conduct.

1il. Foreign interference

We have now two credible and compelling expert reports by Dr. Wesley Wark indicating the

serious potential for foreign interference and harm from a Secessionist Referendum.

Dr. Wark is a recognized expert in intelligence and national security. He has experience advising
liberal and conservative government officials, including former Prime Minister Stephen Harper,
through service on the Prime Minister’s Advisory Council and on the Advisory committee to the

President of the Canadian Border Services Agency. In an expert affidavit, Dr. Wark identified the

2 Sunshine Affidavit, paragraph 12 Exhibit M.
30 Chief Sunshine Affidavit, January 14, 2026 (APPENDIX 2), (‘Sunshine #2 Affidavit”), paragraph 31.
31 Sunshine #2 Affidavit, paragraphs 26-27; Wark Affidavit, paragraph 84-89, see referenced K. Wilson video and

transcript attached thereto:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=lya2mrTtEFSzZWHvb&v=8 CoLUYP0xs8&feature=youtu.be.

32 Canadian Digital Media Research Network, Slopaganda: The Inauthentic YouTube Network Selling Secession to
Albertans, Information Incident, Canadian, April 2, 2026: https://www.cdmrn.ca/slopaganda-the-inauthentic-
youtube-network-selling-secession-to-albertans.
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serious potential for foreign interference in a separatist petition, and the unpreparedness of both

Alberta and Canada to counter such serious risks (“Wark Affidavit”).3

In an addendum report dated May 1, 2026, Dr. Wark opines that a referendum call will only amplify
the serious potential for foreign interference identified in his affidavit (“Wark Report”).* We
urge Cabinet to review this Wark Report and Wark Affidavit closely.

The Wark Affidavit and the Wark Report document the US Trump Administration officials calls
for Alberta’s independence, annexation of Canada and new information demonstrating that Donald
Trump’s Administration has no regard for international norms, notably in Venezuala and
Greenland, which Canada could previously rely on. The Wark Affidavit and Wark Report also
underscore a dynamic set out in the US National Security Strategy published in December 2025,
with its express determination to reconstitute the “19™ century Monroe doctrine to ensure the
dominance and protection of US interests, including economic interests, throughout the Western
hemisphere.” 3 We understand that the Premier has acknowledged these risks by requesting
security clearance, but this is simply not enough.

While the Premier has claimed that the RCMP and CSIS are not being forthcoming, it seems clear
that Alberta has yet to take advantage of the federal Clerk of the Privy Council Office’s July 2024
offer or try to contribute to building the “whole of society” response for foreign interference and
other threats.?’

It is also apparent that Alberta has no capabilities to respond to Secessionist Referendum’s foreign
interference threat and, in fact, many individuals within Alberta’s Cabinet, according unrebutted
media reports, favour separatism. We submit that if Alberta does not take action against foreign
interference, by at least asking for wholesale involvement from the federal government and, in any
event, calls a Secessionist Referendum, we will have renewed and heightened concerns that this
government in fact desires this Secessionist Referendum to succeed and with assistance from
foreign actors. We are hopeful the Cabinet will disabuse us of this fear by refusing to call a
Secessionist Referendum.

33 Affidavit of Dr. Wesley Wark, sworn January 14, 2026 (“Wark Affidavit”) (APPENDIX 6)
3% Addendum Report, Dr. Wesley Wark, April 30, 2026 (“Wark Report”). (APPENDIX 7)

35 Wark Report, p. 4; The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, November
2025, https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf

36Wark Report, pp. 3-4.

37Wark Report, p. 5.
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Indeed, the province has no capacity to respond to foreign interference and the federal security
architecture does not address it. Nor is Alberta in any way equipped to receive signals intelligence

or information from federal agencies.?®

However, there is evidence even through federal structures showing that the potential for foreign
interference in a separatist movement was a problem identified in 2019, an ominous prelude to

what is occurring now. Dr. Wark explains this finding:

The GAC RRM did conduct one early experiment in collecting open-
source data on an Alberta provincial election in April 2019. This early
exercise was largely designed to learn lessons in advance of a projected
Canadian federal election in October 2019. The RRM analysis found that
while no significant foreign interference campaigns were detected, it did
detect “coordinated inauthentic activity.” Among that activity, the RRM
identified a “small group of anonymous [online] accounts pushing a
pro-separatist movement in Alberta and the Prairies.” In its report,
the RRM commented that “creating false separatist movements or
amplifying domestic ones is a known tactic in foreign interference.” 3°
It also indicated the difficulties attached to trying to link such accounts to

a foreign actor.

This 2019 finding by RRM seems a striking prelude to news of inauthentic
accounts recently uncovered regarding the separatist movement and the

referendum issue in Alberta in 2026.4°

Most recent information about the Alberta Prosperity Project and the Centurion Project Ltd. is

nothing short of alarming. First, it is clear that the APP is refusing to hand over the list of its

38 Wark Report.

3% Wark Report, p. 9; RRM Canada, unclassified, “Alberta Election Analysis,” released May 1, 2019, included in the
records database of the Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference,
https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/fileadmin/foreign_interference _commission/Documents/Exhibits_and Pre
sentations/Exhibits/CAN043104.pdf

40 Wark Report p. 9.
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donors.*! Second, the Centurion Project Ltd. obtained opened the door in perhaps the most

dangerous, way yet:

Concerns about lack of vigilance on behalf of separatist proponents have
been further ratcheted up by news that an Alberta separatist group, the
“Centurion Project,” gained access to the province’s voter database and
posted this information publicly. 4> This creates a huge risk and a huge
opportunity for any foreign interference actors to gain detailed contact
information for Alberta voters which could be used for malicious
disinformation and malinformation campaigns. It is an open door to
access.®

On April 20, 2026, journalist Jen Gerson confirmed that she made a complaint to Elections Alberta
on March 31, 2026, which was not investigated, meaning that millions of Alberta voters have had
their data shared by the Centurion Project Ltd for at least a month.** This includes our data and the
personal information of judges, lawyers, police officers, journalists, and several other people now
at risk for opposing Alberta secession. The Centurion Project Ltd. have links to the Premier and

the United Conservative Party.

When questioned by the Globe and Mail, Elections Alberta fell back on the high standard for
investigations that this government implemented (“reasonable and probable grounds™), and we
note the requirement in Bill 54 that Elections Alberta notify suspects of their investigation — i.e. it
seems like Alberta has deliberately made Elections Alberta incapable of responding to this serious

threat.*> Indeed, several fines remain outstanding against one of the same perpetrators, an ally of

41 Wark Report, pp.10-12 ; C. Rusnell, Alberta Prosperity Project Faces Court Date over Separation Referendum
Role, The Tyee, April 17, 2026: https://thetyee.ca/News/2026/04/17/Alberta-Prosperity-Project-Court-Date-
Separation-Referendum-Role/

42 The Globe and Mail, “Alberta separatist group ordered to pull down list of voters following court injunction,”
April 30, 2026, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/alberta/article-elections-alberta-confirms-potential-data-
breach/

43 Wark Report, p.12.

4 J. Gerson, Elections Alberta’s massive failure could have put people in danger. I tried to warn them, April 30,
2026, The Line: https://substack.com/home/post/p-196062144.

45 C, Tait, C. Wang and M. Scace, RCMP probing allegations that Alberta separatist organizations accessed,
distributed electors list, Globe and Mail, May 1, 2026: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/alberta/article-
elections-alberta-confirms-potential-data-breach/
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the Premier, David Parker*®, and which fines have not been criminally investigated by RCMP

contract policing, a portfolio that falls under Honourable Minister Mickey Amery.
All of this raises further concerns over Alberta’s ability to protect us against foreign interference.

We have no doubt that if these organizations (APP and Centurion) were Indigenous land defenders
flouting the law and democracy, our people would be charged, convicted and incarcerated without
delay. We have grave concerns about this disparate treatment. As First Nations, our rights to
“peaceful protest and freedom of expression have been breached through criminalization,

”47 of Alberta’s reconciliation

repression and persecution, undermining the trust and credibility
commitment. We have watched this government’s allies and supporters’ break laws with impunity,
causing harm to us, but also all Albertans Now, when it’s our rights at stake: Alberta has chosen

the other side through silence or inaction.

Not only is this conduct allowed, Alberta is enabling these activities where 3 million voters’ data
could be in the hands of foreign malicious actors with no plan to mitigate this harm or respond to

it. Any Secessionist Referendum will be a further act of enablement for this grievous harm.

As a consequence, we are asking again: please stop enabling this dangerous activity through a
Secessionist Referendum process. A Unilateral Call necessarily comes with serious and
documented potential for foreign interference, possible end of our Treaty without our consent,

racism and harmful misinformation on our Treaties.

VIII. Requested decision: Secessionist Referendum

For all of these reasons and the information in the Appendices to this Brief, we respectfully urge
the Cabinet to consider the Treaty, the Honour of the Crown and the documented and serious risks
of a Secessionist Referendum. We advise, again, that Alberta cannot call this referendum

unilaterally and we will look to your engagement, and deep consultation on these issues.

The Premier and Minister Amery have repeatedly promised in the legislature that there will be no
referendum that is unconstitutional or that breaches our Treaty rights. A Secessionist Referendum
will breach our Treaties, Alberta’s Treaty obligations and our Treaty rights. We respectfully request

that Alberta honourably fulfil the duty of diligent Treaty implement and promises to us by putting

46 See Administrative Penalties, re David Parker: https://www.elections.ab.ca/investigations/findings-
decisions/administrative-penalties/.

47T ONHCR on Right to Clean Drinking Water and Sanitation, Special Rapporteur 2024 Report on Canada:
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/water/statements/2024-04-19-eom-sr-water-canada-

en.pdf
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an end to any Secessionist Referendum before it starts and, importantly, before more harm can

occur.

We look forward to a fair review of and positive response to this submission by Cabinet.

Hiy hiy,
Chief Sheldon Sunshine Chief Billy-Joe Tuccaro
Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation Mikisew Cree First Nation
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SLCN’s reserve land is located near the town of Valleyview, Alberta. Our territory spans
from north of High Prairie, east past Edmonton, south to Jasper and, most importantly, west
across the British Columbia border. Attached and marked as Exhibit “A” is a map of our

territory.

Through our oral histories, I know that Cree (néhiyaw) laws and governance systems
operated since before Treaty No. 8 and continue to operate to today, even if we are /imited
in our abilities to codify and write these down. These laws informed the Cree (néhiyaw)
understanding of Treaty in 1899. Through our oral histories and consultation with our
members, we have understood that Treaty 8 tied us together with non-Indigenous partners

in a relationship with the Crown as our relations, like political cousins.

Our elders inform us that Treaty no. 8 was a ‘land sharing agreement’. We did not cede the
resources. We also know that our peoples (Woodland) are very close to and connected with

the Cree people (Plains) from Treaty No. 6 territory.

Our Cree law requires the Crown to carry forward the obligations and benefits of the treaty
relationship, and to represent non-Indigenous people in Treaty No. 8. According to our
understanding of Treaty No. 8, the Crown cannot delegate Treaty decision-making and
powers in substance or in process to individuals. Because of this understanding of the
Treaty relationship, Cree governments have contested the devolution of treaty obligations
from the British Crown to the Canadian government. We have also contested the creation
of Alberta and the unlawful transfer of the natural resources to this provincial entity in
1930, all without our consent. Again, according to our oral histories, Treaty No. 8 was to

last forever and our treaty partner cannot simply be subbed out.

From what I understand, our oral histories tell us that Treaties, including Treaty No. &,
were made as sacred, binding agreements meant to last “as long as the sun shines and the
rivers flow.” They were not intended to be amended or changed unilaterally. Any
discussion about changes or adjustments would have required the full consent of the
signatory Nations, through proper ceremony and mutual agreement, not through written
law or government decision alone. Our ancestors never contemplated that the Treaty could
be undone, amended, or altered through any process initiated by individuals who came to

inhabit Alberta.
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Once a process to amend and alter the Treaty begins, including by way of petition without
any involvement of SLCN and First Nations, and if it is allowed to continue, given the
public statements regarding meetings with the Trump Administration of the Alberta
Prosperity Project, Jeffrey Rath and Mitch Sylvestre, | am worried that it won’t matter that
SLCN gets a say after the fact, later in the process, whether after the petition or a

referendum.

I say that it will be difficult to have any say if this petition continues and is successful, or
even unsuccessful, because of the obviously fragile and uncertain global environment that
exists today. For example, | have witnessed in the news the Trump Administration
demonstrating a willingness to intervene in the affairs of sovereign states, including
Venezuela and quite possibly Denmark/Greenland next. This is reported on several news
outlets, daily. We cannot ignore it. We have also witnessed the messaging coming out of
the Alberta Prosperity Project group, including but not limited to Mr. Rath’s public
statements about his alleged meetings with the Trump Administration and their alleged

enthusiasm for Alberta’s independence.

In other words, if one of the most powerful countries in the world, our neighbour,
recognizes Alberta at any stage of this process, practically I believe it will be very difficult

if not impossible for us to assert our legal rights and enforce Treaty No. 8.

Indeed, another lawyer affiliated with the APP, Keith Wilson has reduced our options to
three in the event of Alberta Independence, all of which would be unilaterally imposed on

us by the will of the majority and/or by the Trump administration’ actions:

(a) Status quo (we are not sure what that means; does this means that our reserves
would become effective ghettos and we would lose our rights to exercise, freely,

our Treaty rights across Treaty territory?)

(b) Substitute Canada for Alberta, which I understand the Alberta Court of King’s

Bench found and agreed with us would contravene Treaty no. 8;

(©) Negotiate a new treaty with a new Alberta, which we see as just changing

colonizers.
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Attached and marked as Exhibit M is a screenshot of Keith Wilson’s post from January 7,
2026 as well as some of the comments underneath, currently available here:

https://x.com/ikwilson/status/20087453019985306077s=20.

That is, there is no way for Alberta Independence to happen that does not alter the Treaty
and, according to our oral histories, only the Crown and First Nations, including SLCN, can
alter or amend the Treaty. Giving the power to individuals who happen to live in Alberta to
initiate a process that, once started, may be irreversible, will cause harm to SLCN and our

Treaty relationship with the Crown.

However, even if the petition is allowed to proceed and unsuccessful by May 2, 2026, we
are already seeing the racist blame game, asserting that our positions need “debunking”. I
believe even an unsuccessful petition will have harm for SLCN based on these comments,
but also based on Quebec’s experience where Jacques Parizeau blamed the “ethnic vote”
for the 1995 Referendum loss. Attached and marked as Exhibit “N” is a news article

referring to the statement Mr. Parizeau made.

In the face of the seemingly constant threats to our Treaty and Treaty relationship from
Alberta, as Chief and Council of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, we have made it our number
one priority to defend our Treaty. We have created alliances with Treaty Nations who share
our firm Treaty-Defender position. We have a Treaty Alliance with Onion Lake Cree
Nation (“OLCN”) and O’Chiese First Nation to preserve protect and enhance treaty and
inherent rights. The Treaty Alliance was formed through a solemn pipe ceremony, similar
to the ceremony used to enter into Treaty No. 8 with the Crown. Both those Nations are in

Treaty No. 6 territory.

We have meetings with Treaty 6, 7, and 8 Chiefs about Alberta’s separatist enablement.
Through these meetings, I have not met one Chief or Nation who supports Alberta
Independence. There may be some individuals, including individuals who come from
communities outside what is now Alberta, who support Alberta Independence but just like

the APP can’t speak for Alberta, individuals don’t speak for our Nations.

Our Nation has also worked with Mikisew Cree First Nation (“MCFN”) because of our
common concerns of industrial development in Treaty No. 8 territory. This allegiance

crystallized when we wrote a letter to Premier Danielle Smith on April 30, 2025. Attached
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and marked as Exhibit “B” to my affidavit is a copy of this April 30 Letter and a
screenshot of our Facebook post of the same. This letter was shared at least 6000 times

through our Facebook post alone.

Following this April 30 Letter, many other Nations followed suit, and we had a unified and
strong rally, led by our Nations, on May 15, 2025, at the legislature. I am not aware of any
elected Chief and Council, as representatives of their Nations, who supports the separation

of Alberta from Canada.

With MCFN, we penned a second letter on May 14, 2025, a copy of which is attached and
marked as Exhibit “C” to my affidavit. By live stream, I witnessed this letter being
referenced in the legislature on the debate of Bill 54 by MLA Brooks-Arcand on May 14,
2025, where he quoted from our letter “Bill 54 is harmful to our treaty relationship by

giving individuals the ability to direct what happens on treaty land, a treaty that the Alberta

government is not party to; this act alone is a breach of treaty and is not the government of

Alberta’s jurisdiction.”

I watched this legislative session and witnessed Justice Minister Mickey Amery state the

following: “The proposed House amendment is in addition to the current already existing

requirement in 2(4) of the Citizen Initiative Act that states that, An initiative petition

proposal must not contravene sections 1 to 35.1 of the Constitution Act, 1982. Alberta’s

government has heard concerns from Frist Nations regarding how a referendum question

may impact existing treaties between First nations and the Crown. We are listening and we

recognize the importance of protecting treaty rights, which is why we’re proposing this

amendment.” This statement was made on May 14, 2025 in the Legislature, at page 3494 of
the Alberta Hansard which is presently available at this link:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR files/docs/hansards/han/legislature 31/session 1/20
250514 1930 01 han.pdf#fpage=S5.

I understood this to be a promise from Alberta that they would not allow any constitutional
referendum proposal to move forward that would contravene our Treaty and aboriginal
rights as protected under section 35(1) of the Canadian Constitution Act, 1982. We refer to
this as the “Amery Promise” in our Statement of Claim. [ have communicated with Chief
Raymond Powder of Fort McKay First Nation about the case they brought in relation to the

Moose Lake Management Plan, and the importance of this case for them. There, then
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Premier Jim Prentice also made them a promise. Chief Powder thanked me for taking this
very important issue on. Because of the Christmas holidays and because most of our
Nations close for the holidays, including SLCN, we have not had an all-Chiefs discussion

on these developments since Bill 14 was passed.

Our Nation participated as an intervenor in Sylvestre v. Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta.
We were pleased with the decision on December 5, 2025 that recognized Cree Law and that

the Amery Promise was met, despite our concerns over Bill 54 itself.

On December 11, 2025, however, | was shocked to see Alberta pass Bill 14 and undo the
Amery Promise. That same day, I later learned that a notice of intent for a referendum on
Alberta Independence was also submitted on December 11, 2025, as found to contravene

the Treaty, in the Sy/vestre decision just the week prior.

On December 22, 2025, when our office was closed, we learned that the Chief Electoral
Officer of Alberta had approved a petition on the same issue that the Sylvestre case found
contravened Treaty and section 35(1). Our office was closed from December 19-January 5,

2026.

On January 2, 2026, I was again shocked to learn that the Chief Electoral Officer issued

this petition, which was found to contravene Treaty and section 35(1).

We announced our submission of filing of this action and our intention to bring this urgent
injunction on January 2, 2026. Attached and marked as Exhibit D is a copy of this

announcement. We limited the comments on our Facebook page.

Following this, the Alberta Prosperity Project, which I know to be a supporter of the
petitioner Mitch Sylvestre, for reasons outlined below, posted articles and videos as

follows:

(a) Exhibit E: January 3, 2026, Debunking the Separatist Conspiracy Myths: Alberta
Independence Emboldens & Attacks People who view Indigenous Rights as an
Obstacle to be Removed, currently available here:
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/indigenous/debunking-the-separatist-
conspiracy-myths-alberta-independence-emboldens-attracts-people-who-view-

indigenous-rights-as-an-obstacle-to-be-removed/
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(b) Exhibit F: January 4, 2026, Fake News Alert: Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation did NOT
Block Alberta Separatist Petition, which also cites and relies on videos made by
Mr. Wilson. This post links to a video from Cory Morgan called “Alberta needs
nobody’s permission to become independent.” The post is currently available here:
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/fake-news-alert-sturgeon-lake-cree-

nation-did-not-block-albertas-separatist-petition/

(c) Exhibit G: is a screen shot of the linked Cory Morgan Video with some of the first
few comments. As of January 7, 2025, it had almost 6000 views. The link currently
available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kk3FllvAlw&t=1s

(d) Exhibit H: January 4, “Debunking the Fear: Alberta Independence Won't Kill Our
Market — It will Secure It”, Alberta Prosperity Project, posted as “International
Support”, currently available here:
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/energy/debunking-the-fear-alberta-

independence-wont-kill-our-oil-market-it-will-secure-it/

The Alberta Prosperity Project’s website announced the petition of Mitch Sylvestre as if it
was their own. From this announcement and their entire website which seems to be
gathering “pledges”, I initially thought the APP were the petitioner. I am informed by the
website and do believe that Sylvestre is the CEO of APP. I understand now that Sylvestre
is the actual petitioner, but the APP is still posting about this issue. Attached and marked as
Exhibit I is a copy of the post announcing the “Referendum” from which I came to this
mistaken belief: “Alberta Prosperity Project Achieves Major Milestone: Referendum

'99

Question on Independence Approved!”, currently available here:
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/alberta-prosperity-project-achieves-major-

milestone-referendum-question-on-independence-approved/

In Exhibit F above, there is the link with the following image, which is a caricature of an

Indigenous person:
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For deeper constitutional insight, constitutional lawyer Keith Wilson {@ikwilson on X) has consistently
explained that Alberta’s path to a referendum requires only the consent of Albertans — not exlernal vetoes.
This is reinforced in a recent video by Cory Morgan, titted "Alberta needs nobody's permission to become
independent!”.

The Alberta Prosperity Project encourages all Albertans o seek facts over fear. Misinformation like this
cannot stop our demacratic efloris.

Frr anewars tn rnmman anactinne ahnit Alharta independence, visit our education page:

In the linked video referred to in Exhibit F,:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kk3FllvAIw&t=11s starting around minute 3:10,
Cory Morgan makes the following statement about Alberta independence and the petition
process, which I have transcribed to the best of my ability, which includes stereotypes and
tropes about First Nation people as well inaccurate statements about Treaty, as compared to
the Sylvestre decision. These statements further negatively impact our dignity and worth as

First Nation people, but also SLCN as a Nation:

“The main thing we are hearing now is, you re not allowed to go, you’re not allowed to go,
you have to get Indigenous permission. Absolutely not. It’s an absolute myth. Complete BS.
Now, just responding to someone saying it’s complete crap. Okay, we got to be a little more
nuanced. But the reality is Alberta, for one, you see you might have been seen the meme
going around showing the map. Look at all this treaty land. None of it’s yours. No,

actually, it's quite the opposite. 98 point some percent of Alberta’s land mass has been
ceded, permanently forever. And they use those exact words in the Treaties 6, 7, 8. It’s
done deal [sic], guys. 100 and some years ago. Only 1.3 per cent of the land is native
reserve or Indian reserve by the old terms for it. They have no more control over our
independence vote than anybody else. They have one vote each. The Sturgeon Lake Band,

which is a gong show by the way, hardly an authority on anything. They 're just another
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good example of why the reserve system should end, has put out a statement saying,
“We’re not going to allow this to happen.” I don’t care. You don’t’ have the authority.
There’s nothing in the treaties. There’s nothing in the Constitution. And that’s where we
have to be careful with reasoning with people. But there’s nothing in there that says we
need their consent, guys. It’s not there. We ‘ve got this mythological nation status that has
been put upon Indian Bands that as if there are some sort of nations within nations.

They 're anything/sic]. But guys, they 're dependencies with little more than municipal
government authority in the end of things with special status through the Indian Act. The
reserves are their[sic], theirs. Fine. Have them. We re voting on the 98. 7 % that’s
remaining outside of that. And people say, You can’t do that. That’s crown land.” There
are people either they 're being disingenuous or they really do uh just have a terrible
understanding go history. Crown is just a figure of speech. Now, King Charles has no
claim on that land. The Natural Resources Transfer Act in the 30s put it to the provinces.
1t’s provincial managed land. It’s just government land. It’s public land and it’s our land.
So no, we don’t need permission from the federal government to take control of the land.
We already have it. So we don’t need the per permission from indigenous people. One of
the other misinterpretations coming along is you need the rest of the country to sign off on
it. No we don’t’ NO we do not. We do not have to ask the rest of Canada’s permission. It’s
misinterpretation of the Clarity Act when yes the Constitution will have to be amended once
a province votes to leave. That’s true. And it will take, you know, all of those parts of the

formula for the majority of the rest of the country.”

In addition to APP, several outlets and accounts reposted our January 2, 2026
announcement. For example @theBreakdown posted it on several platforms including

Facebook and X, formerly known as Twitter.

On @theBreakdown post on Facebook, as of January 6, 2026, there were over six thousand
likes. Many comments on Facebook were positive. However, there were several comments
that made me feel worried for our people as Indigenous Peoples, that make us feel

worthless and targeted as well as misinformation about our Treaty. Attached and marked as

Exhibit J is a copy of this Facebook post with some comments, randomly screen shot.

Attached and marked as Exhibit K is a copy of screenshotted post and comments on the
@TheBreakdown on Twitter, formerly X, as of January 4, 2026 between 6 and 7pm. There

were hundred of comments that were racist and/or inaccurate. I am informed from Nate
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jturgeon Lake Cree Nation Administration Updates

January 2 at

2:V1PM 9

Sturgecn Lake Cree Nation files claim over separatist petition. ... See more

TINA KAPPO
A Commissioner for Qaths
in and for Alberta

B0, Box 737
Ligliryvors, Al
TOH R0

[P TS LG
(F)70-524-2711

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
STURGEON LAKE CREE NATION FILES CLAIM OVER SEPARATIST PETITION
Traaty No. B Tarritory- lanuary 2, 2016

No separation of Aibena from Canada can occus without First Nanon consent
Trus +5 Treaty tand. This g tha law.

Despite this, Today, the Chief Electoral Officer followed the blatantly
unconstitutionatl law passed by the UCP and approved b separabist petitign in
vioiation of Treaty No. 8. This petition will invite toreign intederence ang
gconomic, societal and tegal harm on all Canadians who Live i Alberta, but
especially all First Nahons. This was approved all whiie the Courts were
closed. They reopan Monday.

Tomght, we have filad a Statermnent of Claym inthe Atberla Court of King's
Bench against Alberts, Canada and the Chisef Electoral OHicer for failing to
ditigently imptement the Treaty and for breaching The Treaty.

On Monday, wa will file an urdent injunction to pause the pettion to avoid the
forasaeable harms that will rasult from this pethon.

We inwita sti First Nations and Canadiana to support us
Kinandskamitin,

¥

Chief Sheldon Sunahina

My Commission expires April 16, 21

Appoiniee No. 0721854
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Debunking the Separatist Conspiracy Myths: Alberta Independence E...Rights as an Obstacle to be Removed - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-07, 11:44 AM

file:///Users/orlaghokelly/Desktop/Bill%2014/exhibit%20D%20Deb...pendence%20Emboldens%20&%20Attracts%20People%20who%20view.html Page 2 of 16
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Debunking the Separatist Conspiracy Myths: Alberta Independence E...Rights as an Obstacle to be Removed - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-07, 11:44 AM

Fake News Alert: Sturgeon Lake Exposing the Fear-Mongering: A Busted! RedVo:
Cree Nation Did NOT Block Point-by-Point Debunking of “The Piece: Not Just |
Alberta’s Separatist Petition Planet D” Video on Alberta Literally Al-Genel

Independence

Rising Rhetoric
Independence Mc

Warning to !
Rebuttal: The Truth About Alberta’s Conspiracy Corner: Jeff Rath —
Path to Sovereignty — Responding Secret US Paratrooper or Just a
to Fearmongering Proud Canadian Veteran Honouring
a Fallen Comrade?
file:///Users/orlaghokelly/Desktop/Bill%2014/exhibit%20D%20Deb...endence%20Emboldens%20&%20Attracts%20People%20who%20view.html Page 15 of 16
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Fake News Alert; Sturgeon Lake Cres Nation Did HOT Block Albena’s Separatict Petitinn - Alberta Prosperity Project 2025-01-07, 11:49 AM

proceeds.”

= There is no mention of any court decision blocking or stopping the petition.

As journalist Jason Lavigne rightly pointed out in response:

“Fake headline. Shame on @ GlobalEdmonton. Open the article. It clearly states that th
block’ which means they filed an application but the court has not responded.”

'Jason Lavigne X
@.sasonlLavign

Fake headline.
Shame on ¢

Open the article. It clearly states that they "moved to
block" which means they filed an application but the court
has not responded.

Upon Alberta Independence, all state funded media should
be expelled if they participated in lying.

) Glabal Edmontol 2GlobalEdmonton

Sturaean Lake Cree Nation hlacks Albherta separatist oetition in court.

https:/falberaprosperityproject.com/featuredifake-news-alerr-sturgeon-lake-eree-nation-did-not-block-albertas-separatist-pefitionf Page 4 ef 10
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Fake News Alert: Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation Did NOT Block Alberta’s Separatist Petition - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-07, 11:49 AM
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Copyright © 2021 - 2025 The Alberta Prosperity Project. All Rights Reserved.
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Add a comment..

{@ud2820 2 duys 30 " ed)
Very well said Cor

dy ma G Reply

{@eugenepriced004 7 days ago
Republics of Alberta and Saskatchewan for freedom and prospe otecting Western cultur

dy as G2 Reply
3replies

{@wellshears 3 days ago
| am a senior and § am excited that we finally can get this moving. Go Alberta.

5 95 G Reply
2replies
@colingunn4B822 3 days ago

Taking back ......... FREEDOM ............
dy a7 G Reply

2 replies W

{@sandybodie1230 3 davs ago

Thank you Cory for kmr~minm~ focused on Facts)!
Alberta Independenc

dhy 57 £ Reply

@michaeldrader?313 3 days ayo
Gushing is an understatement. | just might host a bender complete with kegs. Thumbs up if you'll attend.

d 11 L2 Renply

dwesS977 3 days aqo

‘he chief and counsel of the sturgeon band stole 47 million from their people when they we're paid for the
government to put the four tane through the reserve

& 9 G Reply
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dy 0GP Reply
@chyrsbates3167 2 davs wye
Let's go Albert:

s G Reply

@Hurricanecanadab? 3 days ago
Lave the book Corey ! Thank you

o G Reply

@Hoser16 3 gays ago
Alberta independence!!!

e LY, Reply

@chuckbashman956  days agn

Ask the Question When Did Albertan's Vate for Equalization/ Carbon Taxes/Net Zero/ Gun restyictions/Bill £69/

045

Endless Red Tape/ Taxing Food packaging 77 Speak up for your Future & for the Little people such as Seniors

on Fixed incomes & young people that Deserve a better future......... GOD Bless ALL Albertan's!!! The Feds are
Not fixable.....
h 5 &7 Reply

@HarleyMann-mép 3 days ago

We only NEED proud Albertans to vote for Alberta Independence.. Focus on Independence; NO silly fights amongst

pro-Aibertan's that want Independence. Happy New Year - 2026.

&y a3 g Reply

3replies W

@CarmelaWain % days ago

Excellent advice as always Con

We are so fortunai~ *~ “ave you u ~uderti
Stay strong Albert:

Stay strong Saskawsniewal

¢y oy G Repiy

@dstephens6743 5 days ag
Good timing Cory.

The Indian Industry is certainly increasing its BS on this topic.
Thanks for ali your doing in keeping the sanity in all the nonsense.

Yy 3 G Reply
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TINA KAPPO

A Commissioner for Oaths

- ' : in and for Atberta

My Commission expires April 16, 21
Appointee No. 0721854

STJURGEDH Liole CREE KATHIN FILES SLAMH OVER SEPARATIST PETITION
Tinnty Mo. B Farrtory Jnouany 3, 2034

M4 e Larkletd 0l Albers rom Car M Clf GO witad b ol Bt casian®
Trupis Traaty Lanp Thnsihean

Daspibe g oy, th Chem? I o @ DA or dccionemg 7 b Beaamt iy
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gLy B Fra LB ons i nak ipPioteed 30 b hee the Souty wars
cleaad Trey ivapan Hanaay
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imptement Treaty 8 & breaching it!

They are also seeking an injunction to halt the
petition!

o Bax7s?
virlepven; Aera
]
805001007
ey

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
STURGEON LAKE CREE MATION FILES; CLAIM OVER SEPARATIST PETITION

Trasty No, & Territary- Janusry 2, 2028

Na separation of Alberta Irom Canada can orcur withoul First Nation cansent.
Thiz s Traaty land. Thia s the law

Daspita thss. 1atiay, the Chiet Etectorat Oticer Intlowed the blatanlly
uncanstitubionat law passed by the UCF and approves & separshiat gebilon n
viplation of Treaty No. B. This patimn will nvile fergrgnointerferenco and
economic, socielal and legal harm on 2l) Cenad@ns wha live in Alberta, but
espocially all First Netions. This was approved all white the Gourls wers
closed, They reopen Monday

Toright. wo have filag a §tatement of Giaum in the Alberta Court of King's
Bench pgainst Alberta, Canada and tha Chiel Electoral Othcor for fallng to
dihgently smplement the Treghy ang for farpaching the Traary,

Qn Monday, wa will filg a0 Lagant INjuACLDN (o PaLSD the PELNON to avoed the
foresprabie harma that will resuit fram Lhes pouLon

We inuite all First Nations snd Canadians to Support us

Kinandskarmiin,

Chisf Shaldon Sunshine

Tamara Licl-

thebreakdownab
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New Waorld Revival...

A group that's economically dependent on the
overnment attempts to sustain that

same Federal government, | inflict of

mterest. They get onevotep en. jusl like

everyone else. Cast them on referendum day.

Troublingmind
Micell Mare work for Dani's lawyer buds!

Bonnie McMahoi
Bravo and thank g
So many of us ar ehind them in this

s DOCUMENTARY FILM

Nine's Catudim" '
Mhy? This could he aterrific, oncein a lifetime

opportunity tore

Charliel .
stupid wording and stupider question.
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- Ace IVIcQuade-

So... follow the money.

Savage Gran...

We have clearly given them way too much money
over the years...

-e-

Jed

Someone tell Chief Sheldon Sunshine they will be
far better off if Alberta separates.

Steven Kizoo
Good luck with that Chief!

Cindy Emmerson
And they have no standing for these claims.
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| Zachary Hudson
" Harms to their pocketbooks as they have been

paid out to do this should we follow the money?

Graham in Gri... .
< Re many of the comments... Will the left ever really

try and understand what is happening? Will they
ever look at holding their 'side’ {mainstream media
and Fed Gov) accountable for anything at all.
Anything? Ever?

Spin Ball
They can vote at the referendum like everybody

else.

Jay stephen
FO

RIW
Nothing burger
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Char
They need to stay in their own lane and fix the
problems in their own community.

Captain Contro...

Lmasof! Its not up to you no matter what you were
told!

Wizar

This is literally not Breaking... this is a nothing
burger

6TAcres

| wonder which White Settler Colonist Law Firm
will get richer off of these cases?

o they have any grounds to sue the
rovince of Alberta?

Wiseguy
Wrong
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.Andy Ormie [ Follow |

What makes that court ruling hold any serious
weight? The law says otherwise

&)

{J Ask Grok

Deep Sea Cry... . \
Bill ¢14 was passed before the ruling. Making
Liberal judges ruling pointless. It assumes a
referendum to ask a question is a decision.

right the law does say otherwise. The courts
are suppose to uphold the laws, not stall the
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dOffAlbertan
luck with that
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Douglas Dunn
lol

Keith Willis
Nobody cares

.Alberta Stron

People should drive through a reserve. They
would rethink things

Anna Sass...
yeah, sounds like a nothing burger to me

clause

Trent Lalonde-... .

The Jay Treaty predates Canada by several
decades and has heen honoured for over 200
years. Treaties would be honoured after western
secession, as they should be.

@Ellison
And here comes Dani with her non withstanding
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- Andre Forgue.

Smoke screen. First Nations have no say out of
their reserves.

ave a vote on the

ME2Mafka
gunna happen

ﬁ TonyVerrazzan...
ne who read the treaties wil| realize the land

was never "given back" to aborigenous people.
live on British Crown lands.

They are like tenants who want to prevent the

landlord from taking back his property.

Thank GOD somebody has someg common sense
in that province!

They will lose and hopefully the ghief & council
personally are held responsible for all costs.
Treaties all state the land was ceded, meaning
theyno longer “own” it. The 1930s resources act
also lawarded all resources to AB| SK & MB.
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Pondo Sinatra ‘
nd PS - they own everyone's house in Alberta

now as well.

D Ro

SN
Good. These nna be separatists need to to stop

smoking crac

James Nibourg :
This is odd if everyone is so sure a vote would fail

why do you care if it goes forward ?

Meagan ‘
Sounds like corruption wants to keep its deal with

Leonard Mazur...
Too bad the land was ceded, live

Michael Szpregle...
, the sooner their ridiculous ¢laim is thrown

of court, the better.
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Edward K. Wats....

Oh, they can stay in the Canada that has
infantilized them. We don’t want these
freeloaders.

- Alberta Indepe.... .
Native Indians suing Canadians - its what they do.

It's easy to sue when it costs you nothing - when
the very people you are suing are forced to pay the
cost of you suing them! That's how that FN tail
wags this Canadian dog.

Ever da there is another reason for Cnds to

Vidi
Another test for the constitution.

. Hermit the Bla...

Every indigenous band in the country can go f***
themselves. We are tired of getting f***** by them.

- pandero989 ' .
P They're scared of accountability.

Terrified, even.
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Those liberal chiefs should be all exposed of all
the money they received from Canadian tax payer
and all the money receiving from this liberal
government . In Sudbury Ontario, all the natives
received around 150000% each last year ... so who
do you think they are voting for

horsegal65
Lmao who cares

thanksbili
They don’t want their liberal funding cut off

Fish Urchin Phil

So stupid, canada should have stopped cutting
these leeches checks decades ago.

. Bobs Youruncl'
Too bad their opinion is irrelevant
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. SPOLY 011
Fake news

Lance hingley

| have the solution fon all you Alberta natives once
Alberta separates you can immigrate back to
Canada an get back on the gravy train free
everything for liberal yoters

MickaVelli
LOL THEY NEED A HURT FEELINGS REPORT

ysmittf]
Oh piss off
..John Hale!
Drunk chug doesn’t wanna lose their money

Trust me when i say that aboriginal people are
better off with Alberta than with the WEF , liberals

Lance hingley -
Alberta can’t be held hostage by the natives they

only want governmen[t hand outs they have no
more rights than | do and no less one vote each
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Poppa B

Good. They're about to get a lesson into the
definition of "Ceded.

Karens for Carney

First Nations when used as areference to an
Indian band is a pejorative

The only First Nation is Canada

Indian bands are just that

Small tribes of retated persons

Not nations

Lincoln Haw

Don’t think the FN realize what’s knocking at their
door once us whites are gone.

Dick

Destabilization is here. Nothing will ever be the
same. The ypu knew era is over so get used to
being salty. The main show should start soon.
When you realize you dollar is work 10 cents.

AK
Ya. They can screw off
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SHCY)

Proud Member of A Sm...
Yeah, nice try, dumbass!!!

Since the treaties would simply be transferred
from Ottawa to Alberta, your attempt at
misinformation and outright lies is completely
invalid!

Btw, how long did it take you to create that
“letter”?

Everything is Cancell...

Should be suing who got all the signatures, pretty
sure there are videos of the guy dropping them off
very proudly.

Gord Larson

They signed a treaty ceeding ownership over all
their lands a hundred years ago you moron. They
have no legal grounds to stand on.

Will Broeska

No government or independent body has a veto
over democracy.
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How much & does the Sturgeon Creek FN
getin annual federal funding per member?
How much did it increase in 2024 -20267
What is their financial situation as of 20257

Mel Lourie
Audit should stop this

Blair Franks

Interesting fact, Indians have Chinese DMNA in
them . the Chinese were the oridinal inhabitant's
of the lahd so

AITIETICANS MIgratea oM AsSia, patenuany tnrougn
multiple waves and routes {coastal and Siberian) after

REALITY

They are looking to be a state, independence of

Canada, be USA_ Did tou see their question, itis
obvious what they want.

Jay Pee

The Mew Alherta Ranuhlic will dissnlya the

X.cam
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A Stephen Dou....
Bye bye FN.
- Peterparker
4k members...

Nemo
They can get bent.

The Dude

Problem is they have no grounds ... what they seek
is unconstitutional

First Nations is a cancer

Robert Morris

Put a fence around the reserve and have border
guards. We need to put Alberta first.

. Money Trev
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MondoAB
Danielle and the UCP knepw that the petition was

unconstitutional, but chapged the rules ..

Too bad for them they can't change treaties.

Try as them might to ignore them.

Oh those "activist treatieg"! .

Jason Scott ... ‘
Rath is going to have a reaily bad 2026.

berta Forward. .

Carol Potte
Good for them

This hinges on respect for the rule of law!

..Chances of the UCP even ing attenti
this let alone abiding by if?

What it will do, is resonate with the rest o

the Fode | 2 wilt O-V@ the CPC in 2 hit

116
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6:39

Mike
This hinges on respect for the rule of law!

..Chances of the UCP even ing attention to
this let alone abiding by i?i

What it will do, is resonate with the rest of CDN,
especially the Feds... & wil! leave the CPCin a bit
of a tight spot as to who/yhat to support.

FiftySomethingN...

if Dani and a lot of these gnoron separatist types
would just take a moment to actually listen to
what the FN have to say they would learn so much

on so many levels but listgning & humanity is not
ener i

But the separatist have constitutional lawyer
extraordinaire Jefferey Rath...
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4
Somehow she is going to pver ride this isn’t she?
Not withstanding clause for treaties.

Chris Berthelot ...

Please let this proceed/succeed, it would be the
single-funniest thing to happen this year.

Stephanie Wolfe :
Oh man | mean of COURSE! One of the myriad

things that gets my goat is the time and expense
and stress the UCP is putting on this province for
nothing!

Sandra Norman ...

Thank you Chief Sunshin !\lishing you
success. Thank you for stgnding up for Albertans,

Canadians, First Nations.|For all of us.
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FiverJackson
Great to hear. | hope this can actually do
saomething and all other nations do the same.

J
Strange. If they want to keep the same deal with
ottowa. they can

| have a feeling the chiefs dont want to see their
finances restructured because how it benefits
them only. And if they come to the bargaining
table everyone but the chiefs will want to
renegotiate a better deal.

WeWon'tBeFooledAgai...
ftis only a petition. To hald a referendum,

A referendum to start negotiations according to
the Clarity Act.

Francis van Staa

Could it be that a certain pohtical figure was not
getting enough atiention and decided 1o start a
doomed separatist movement?!

John Mcleod : .
This is the only reason | am getting my Albertta
status finalized after all these years.

H.oom
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YarvinBiodieselD...

We can expect more of thiis. And a lot more racism
directed at them as a result. Predictable

eartthS‘ .
And so they should. This is a breach of their

Treaty. All ceded land in Alberta, is Treaty land.

ennifer vaxxed

. New World Revival...

A group that's economically dependent ¢n the
Federal government attempts to sustain that
same Federal government. It's a conflict of
interest. They get one vote per citizen, just like
everyone else. Cast them on referendum day.

Troublingmind
Nicell More work for Danils lawyer buds!

Bonnie McMahm-.

Bravo and thank nesls
So many of us ar ehind them in this

Quaalude
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Jfitk DOCUMENTARY FILM

Nine's Catud:o@!
Why? This could be a terrific, once in a lifetime

opportunity to renegotiate.

Charliel
stupid wording and stupigler question.

opportunity for a better life now do they? I'm Metis
with family on reservation and from res school.
Don't even start.

Manfred

Has anyone in these comments actually READ a
treaty? Do you know what "ceded" means? Good
grief

Avner Mandel...

What if Alberta says Notwithstanding to the
ruling?

Jason Hoard

Darin C|0L.
Well they never miss an opportunity to miss an

The indigenous have No say if the province

122
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the rest ot Alberta hostag-

Raebo

You're actually talking with the wrong people.

An independent Alberta will make its own laws.
Any complaints take it to the Govt of Canada
Treaties 6, 7, and 8, which are binding agreements
between the Crown and First Nations,

not Alberta.

8 ;-haur.

United we stand. Divided we fall.

: Maureen W.
' - o

ceded parts.

Perhaps you should consider reading a
treaty

.oolVluchTimeOnThe401

Just an FYI...
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Let's Talk Alberta Independence
Beverley Nadiger - Janhuary 6 at 4:00PM - &

[yl

An Alberta First Nations group is making a legally misleading claim that it can block the
province’s separation petition.

Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation issued a press release on January 2, saying that it has filed a
Statement of Claim in the Alberta Court of King's Bench “against Alberta, Canada, and the Chief
Electoral Officer for failing to diligently implement the Treaty and for breaching the Treaty”

The group added that it would file an injunction on Menday seeking to stop the petition.

“No separation of Alberta from Canada can cccur without First Nation consent. This is Treaty
land. This is the law," the group falsely claimed.

The Alberta Prosperity Project began its 120-day signature drive for an independence petition
on Saturday.

True North previously revealed that legal experts said Indigenous communities would have no
legal power to veto an Alberta independence referendum, even if treaties remain intact.

Canadian Constitution Foundation legal counsel Josh Dehaas told True North that while Alberta
cannot unilaterally secede from Canada, “First Nations do not possess veto power over a
referendum or subsequent negotiations.”

“There is nothing I'm aware of that would suggest that First Nations people could prevent thaose
discussions from taking place,” said Dehaas. "Even where treaties exist within Canada, the law
is clear: that it is the Crown [that] is scvereign and holds underlying title to all of the land.”

Constitutional lawyer Keith Wilson echoed the CCF's view, stating that while First Nations would
be full participants in any post-referendum negotiations, they lack the legal autherity to block
Alberta's decision to hold a vote. His comments fcllowed public opposition frem an Alberta
Treaty Chief, who symbalically threw Bill 54 in the air.

“Respectfully, the Chiefs would benefit from legal advice,” Wilson posted to X. “They don’t have
a veto on whether Alberta separates.”
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be full participants in any post-referendum negotiations, they lack the legal authority to block
Alberta’s decision to hold a vote. His comments followed public opposition from an Alberta
Treaty Chief, who symbolically threw Bill 54 in the air.

“Respectfully, the Chiefs would benefit from lega! advice,” Wilson pasted to X. “They don't have
a veto on whether Alberta separates.”

Wilson noted that if separation occurs, Indigenous communities could choose whether to
maintain their current treaty arrangements with Ottawa, transition to new treaties with a
sovereign Alberta, or negotiate an entirely new framework.

Any eligible voter would be able to vote in an independence referendum, with no person or
group receiving special treatment. Upon a successful vote, the province of Alberta, First
Nations from Alberta, the other provinces and the federal government are legally required to
engage in good-faith negotiations to establish terms.

Therefore, the First Nations would be able to remain with Canada and maintain the status quo,
request that the new independent Alberta take them under existing treaties, or negotiate new
treaties with Alberta. The First Nations would make this decision individually.

The Alberta Prosperity Project also criticized Glokal Edmonton for a misleading and incorrect
post to X, where it claimed that “Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation blocks Alberta separatist petition in
court”

“This headline implies that the petition — sponsored by the Alberta Prosperity Project to trigger
a referendum on Alberta independence — has been successfully halted by a court ruling.
However, this is not accurate,” said the group.

The APP clarified that the accompanying article in the post disproved the X headline.

"This kind of sensational wording misleads the public and fuels unnecessary fear about the
democratic process underway in Alberta. The petition is active, signatures are being collected,
and Albertans have the right to express their will through a fair referendum,” said the APP. “The
Alberta Prosperity Project encourages all Albertans to seek facts over fear. Misinformation like
this cannot stop our democratic efforts”

Global's post to X saw various legal experts dispute the false headline as well.

“Lying to the older generation that still listens to you is a sad, and ultimately short-lived,
business propasition. The end for legacy media is near and it cannot happen soan enaugh,” said
Lawyer Eva Chipiuk.

“Liars. Your own article proved your headline is false. You will have no place in the free nation of
Alberta,” said another user.

The Alberta Prosperity Project also replied directly to the post on X.
“Fake news headline. No petition is blocked.”

The signature collection runs from Jan. 3 to May 2, 2026, and requires 177,732 valid signatures
to be successful. No court has issued an injunction or ruling to halt the petition, and Elections
Alberta has not suspended the collection of signatures.

Author Isaac Lamoureux.
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Opinion: 30 years later, lessons from Quebec's referendum | Montreal Gazette 2026-01-07, 12:30 PM

124

thoughtless attitude. ... I seriously deplore this

manner of thinking and acting.”

ADVERTISEMENT

We can assume Parizeau and many Yes side
supporters would have felt differently had
these communities endorsed sovereignty.
After all, he was quite emphatic about
securing the involvement of ethnic
community organizations in the 1995 pre-
referendum consultations on Bill 1, “An Act
Respecting the Future of Québec,” which
sought to draft a constitution for an

independent Quebec.

The referendum campaign was hard fought,
and on all sides emotions ran high. Many of
the major figures from that era are no longer
with us, and it’s important to remember the
vital contributions they made to past and

current debates about Quebec identity.

As we look to the future, we must remember

the lessons of that moment, not just the

outcome.

We should not ignore the more troubling
parts of the referendum story simply because
they might clash with one’s preferred

https://montrealgazette.com/opinion/op_eds/opinion-30-years-later-lessons-from-quebecs-referendum Page 4 of 6
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narrative. To da so riska repeating the same
mistakes that deepened fractures in Quebec
saciety in 1095: the marginalization and/or
scapegoating of minorities and the failure to

seck unity after division.

Jack Jedwab is president and CEQ of the
Assoctation for Canadian Studies and the

Metropolis Institute.
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Mulcair: Freeland flubs her farewell

| see Chryslia Freeland as a person of deep commitment. But she should not leave Pariament “in a
couple of weeks." She must go now.
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Cowan: Young Canadiens have each other's backs — and it shows
When the Habs began rebuilding, management focused on forging a winning culture. That goal is coming
to fruition for the tight-knit team.

Edmonton Oilers looking to scratch not one, but two high-paid veterans

After Venezuela, Trump could put Canada ‘back in his crosshairs,” Charest warns

U.S. seizes two more ships as Trump tightens Venezuela quarantine

From record to ‘robot’ quote, recapping Zayne Parekh’s world junior tournament

6-year-old girl dies after four-vehicle accident in Laval
Eight others were injured in the accident Monday night on Route 335 in Laval, including an infant who is
in critical condition.

https://montrealgazette.com/opinion/op_eds/opinion-30-years-later-lessons-from-quebecs-referendum Page 6 of 6
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APPENDIX 2

COURT FILE NUMBER

COURT

COURT LOCATION

APPLICANT/PLAINTIFF

RESPONDENTS /
DEFENDANTS

DOCUMENT

ADDRESS FOR SERVICE
AND CONTACT
INFORMATION OF
PARTY FILING THIS
DOCUMENT

2603 00086

COURT OF KING’S BENCH OF ALBERTA
EDMONTON

STURGEON LAKE CREE NATION

HIS MAJESTY THE KING IN RIGHT OF
ALBERTA, the ATTORNEY GENERAL OF
CANADA and CHIEF ELECTORAL
OFFICER OF ALBERTA

AFFIDAVIT

O’KELLY LAW

Phone: 587-525-8348
Counsel: Orlagh J. O’Kelly
orlagh.okelly@okellylaw.ca
Counsel for the Applicant

AFFIDAVIT OF SHELDON SUNSHINE

Affirmed on January 14, 2026

001

Form 49
Alberta Rules of Court
Rule 13.19

2603 00086

Jan 14, 2026

I, Sheldon Sunshine, of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, in the Province of Alberta, AFFIRM

AND SAY THAT:

I. I am the elected Chief of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation (“SLCN”). I make this affidavit as a

supplemental one to my affidavit sworn January 7, 2026. This action was filed with the full

support of our Chief and Council.

Treaty Nations’ support

2. As Chiefs, we are the spokesperson for our Nations, like the Prime Minister is the

representative of Canada. Our Nations are governed by our elected Chief and Councils and

we are the representatives when it comes to defending and litigating our collective rights,

which I understand and do believe were guaranteed to us under Treaty and affirmed under

the Constitution of Canada.
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On January 8, 2026, I attended an emergency meeting with almost all of the Treaty Chiefs
in Alberta. Most of the Chiefs of the approximately forty-eight (48) First Nations in what is
now Alberta attended in person at the Treaty 8 office in Edmonton; others joined online. I

am currently the Deputy Grand Chief of the Treaty 8 Nations of Alberta.

At that meeting, the Chiefs expressed unanimous opposition to Bill 14 and separatism. The
Chiefs who spoke, as representatives of their Nations, supported Sturgeon Lake Cree
Nation’s litigation and thanked us for taking the lead in such urgent circumstances over the
holidays. From this meeting and public statements, I am informed and do believe that there
are other Nations contemplating their own legal action, but it was agreed that the Treaty
Nations in attendance would express support for Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, rather than
intervene, so as not to delay the hearing of this injunction. We also discussed our support
for Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation’s court application for judicial review, which was

similarly unanimous.

There were no Chiefs present who supported Bill 14 or separatism. [ am not aware of any

First Nation in Alberta that supports separatism and Bill 14.

Out of the January 8, 2026 Chiefs’ meeting, we all agreed to a joint letter of the Chiefs of
Treaties 6, 7, and 8, dated January 9, 2026, a copy of which is attached and marked as
Exhibit “1” to my affidavit, as posted on the Facebook pages of the Confederacy of Treaty
Six Nations and the Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta Facebook pages also on January 9,
2026.

On January 9, 2026, we had a meeting with Chiefs of Treaty 8 only. Again, unanimous
support was confirmed from the Treaty 8 First Nations, and the Chiefs of Treaty 8
authorized Grand Chief Mercredi to sign a letter on our behalf, a copy of which is attached

and marked as Exhibit “2” to my affidavit.

On January 12, 2026, we received a letter of support from the Confederacy of Treaty Six
First Nations, a copy of which is attached and marked as Exhibit “3”.

Between Friday, January 9, 2026, and Tuesday, January 13, 2026, Sturgeon Lake received
the following letters, all of which are attached and collectively marked as Exhibit “4” to

my affidavit:
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(1) Blood Tribe, Kainaiwa, Treaty 7, January 8, 2026

(i1) Sucker Creek First Nation, Treaty 8, January 9, 2026
(ii1))  Mikisew Cree First Nation, Treaty 8 January 12, 2026
(iv)  Saddle Lake Cree Nation, Treaty 6, January 13, 2026
(V) Beaver Lake Cree Nation, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026
(vi)  Alexander First Nation, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026
(vii)  Samson Cree Nation, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026
(viii) Ermineskin Cree Nation, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026
(ix)  Whitefish Lake First Nation #128, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026
(x) Montana First Nation, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026

(xi)  Louis Bull, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026

(xii)  Kehewin Cree Nation, Treaty 6, January 12, 2026
(xiii) Driftpile Cree Nation, Treaty 8, January 13, 2026
(xiv) Lubicon Lake Band, Treaty 8, January 13, 2026

(xv)  Swan River First Nation, Treaty 8, January 13, 2026

I am informed by the Confederacy of Treaty Six Nations and do believe that many Treaty 6
Nations included “Without Prejudice” to ensure that these letters could not be used against

them in their own litigation, and not to detract from their support for SLCN’s litigation.
We also received support from Treaty 8 outside Alberta, namely Tthebatthie Denesuline

Nation, Smith’s Landing First Nation in the Northwest Territories, January 12, 2026, which
attached and marked as Exhibit “5”.
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Other First Nations wanted to get support statements to SLCN, but simply did not have
time, these included: Tallcree Tribal Government (Treaty 8), O’Chiese First Nation (Treaty
6), Onion Lake Cree Nation (Treaty 6), Tsuu T’ina (Treaty 7) and Piikani Nation (Treaty
7).

The aforementioned unity among Treaty Nations is unprecedented in my time as Chief,

since 2022.

Disinformation, racism and American involvement

14.

Since December 22, 2025, and then again since January 2, 2026, I have witnessed racism,
misinformation on Treaties and our peoples’ anxiety accelerate. In the face of the
misinformation and anxiety, we are expending significant resources to educate our
members and Canadians about Treaty and the harms that are coming from the petition

process itself.

(@RiseofAlberta

15.

16.

17.

Since January 2, 2026, some of the online hate and misinformation is targeted at our Chief
and Council to de-legitimize us as leaders and interfere in our own governance; some is

directed at me personally.

For example, one self-described “Treaty Indian”, Darren Grimes, who states he is from a
Nation in Ontario, posted messaging reminiscent of the 1969 White Paper, which proposed
legislation to eliminate our “status”, and other assimilationist language (i.e. that First
Nations are just citizens with votes in a referendum like all other Canadians). This post is
going viral on Alberta separatist pages as if this individual can speak for Indigenous
Peoples in what is now Alberta. Attached and marked as Exhibit “6” is copy of this letter
to our nation, which was shared twice on @RiseofAlberta Facebook on January 9, 2026,
including some of the comments randomly selected, which have been liked collectively

3,500 times on @RiseofAlberta on Facebook.

(@RiseofAlberta is an account that amplifies the Alberta Prosperity Project messaging and
speaks, often, in the first person as the petitioner and in relation to meetings in Washington,
for example in a X post-dated October 1, 2025, available here:
https://x.com/RiseOfAlberta/status/19735942526063494727s=20 . Indeed, I have seen that
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lawyer Keith Wilson, whose videos are linked on the APP website, shares an address with
@RiseofAlberta. Attached and marked as Exhibit “7” is a copy of the screenshot of the
October 1, 2025 post and a screenshot of the address pages of Keith Wilson and
@RiseofAlberta which have since been hidden. These screenshots were shared by
@TheBreakdown on X and other platforms, currently available here:

https://x.com/TheBreakdownAB/status/20026232053921466807s=20.

We have also witnessed @RiseofAlberta solicit signatures and publish polling data, saying
that support for independence ins 45%, for example in a screenshots attached and
collectively marked as Exhibit “8”. I have never seen a poll above the 30 per cent range
published in the mainstream media. The poll in the news around that time, by Leger, said
29% supported the idea of Alberta becoming independent, in a poll published here,
https://leger360.com/in-the-news-alberta-separatism/. The Tyee noted that the 30 percent
was the approximate figure since 2019, in an article available here:
https://thetyee.ca/Analysis/2025/11/05/Has-Alberta-Separatism-Gone-Mainstream-
Common-Ground/. Attached and marked as Exhibit “9” are the Leger poll from May 15,
2025 and the Tyee article dated November 5, 2025.

Finally, Cory Morgan at an APP event, posted on @RiseofALberta is talking beside
someone named Eva Chipiuk, who I am informed and do believe was one of the lawyers
for Mitch Sylvestre on the Sylvestre v. CEO decision. This was a signature collection event
with speakers scheduled for January 10, 2026. In that video, Morgan makes statements
about Treaties. Ms. Chipiuk does not correct Mr. Morgan on the clip that is posted January
11, 2026, currently available here and which has 27,000 views as of January 13, 2026:
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/IDKAGKwzn2/. The full statement of Mr. Morgan is:

But of course, quite seriously, getting to the treaty thing. Treaties were mythical things for
most of us. We'd read about it in school. We'd grow up, and we'd hear about treaty
violations, and we'd hear about problems with treaties. And of course, nobody had read
them, and it was difficult. Where would you find one? You'd go to a library, perhaps, and
find a book with a treaty in it, or archives somewhere. But now we've got that beautiful
thing called the internet, and I don't know how many years ago was the first time I went out
and actually read a treaty. And these are very simple documents. They aren't that
complicated, they're important, and they have to be abided by. I fully agree with that, but

people have interpreted what these treaties mean and encompass into something that's
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absolutely untrue, and it's a myth. We've got to cut through. They are very clear. The
biggest and most important part of these treaties, and that's where the worst violations
they're going to work. We're defining where the reserve lands. You say from this river down
to here, and from that boundary there, and this is where the reserve is where the reserve is
going to be, but it's also and this is the part they don't like talking about. Says cede
surrender, permanently, forever, every other part of the province. That's what people
forget. the misinformation we're seeing right now. You might have seen a meme if your
internet types. They show a map of Alberta, and they show all the zones of treaties that
were under, and Alberta's under four treaties. You said six, seven and eight, which are big
ones, and just a little tiny chunk of 10 comes in from Saskatchewan. But they interpret, and
they put this little thing on all those shaded areas and said, not your land, not your land,
not your land. It's actually quite the opposite. What they're trying to claim is that this is
treaty land, thus it's ineligible for independence. But no, that's the ceded land permanently,
100% forever ceded land, 1.3% of the province is reserve land. Maybe it'll be a little
higher, because, as I said, there was some bad deal there enough. There still are some
things to be said. But for people to say the treaties stop us_from becoming independent.
Read one, there's nothing in there, says anything of the sort. And people say,
constitutionally, the First Nations rights are in the Constitution that prevents it. Have a
look at that, because that's again, where people are being disingenuous. And play with the
words, because constitution says consult. That's important. Consult that's important. I think
it's pretty rude that our fellow fellow citizens to do anything [sic] consulting. But people
are reading in consent. We'll start with C but there's a very big difference between the two.

We don't need consent. Do not, not for independence, not for pipelines, not for many things.

There is intentionally no Exhibit “10” to my affidavit.

I have seen many inaccurate and what [ have received as racist posts, but it is impossible to
capture them all, and it is hurtful to listen to these statements all apparently made for the
purpose of garnering support for the petition since December 22, 2025 (when the petition
was approved) and increasing after January 2, 2026 (when the petition was issued). I have
observed these comments getting worse and louder, and they detrimentally affect my
dignity as a First Nation person and leader. We have fought so hard for recognition and

rights, and have so much further to go, and this petition process has set us back decades in
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our legal status and relationship with non-Indigenous Canadians living in what is now

Alberta. If it continues, I am fearful for how far we could be set back.

Comments by Sylvestre. Modry and Rath on unilateral secession and American’s recognition

21.

22.

11.

1il.

We have witnessed several alarming and harmful statements by the Alberta Prosperity
Project, its representatives (CEO, Mitch Sylvestre, founder, Dennis Modry, and

lawyer/founder, Jeffrey Rath) and its adjacent accounts.

In a YouTube video podcast by “Real Citizen” dated November 14, 2025, and available
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSs4TJMt4mg, the following statements are

made:

Rath claims that there is 35 % for Alberta independence according to an Angus
Reed poll on separatism and he is calling it 40 plus %. (1:05:46)

Sylvestre states that he has discussed this Citizen Initiative Act with Premier Smith
(1:13:47) and she explained: “And the reason that they do it, the Citizens [sic]
Initiative Act is so people can do [sic] ask questions of the government that
basically government hasn’t got the courage to ask questions of on their own. So
they can shift the blame to the people. If the people want to do it badly enough, go
out there get enough signatures, put it on our desk and then we’re compelled to do
something with it or not do something with it. Right. So, something as important as
this is a question that you know is going to have to be dealt with now because...
isn’t not going away. Yeah. But the whole spirit of the Citizens Initiative Act is not

to have bureaucracy weigh in on it. ...”

Sylvestre calls the Forever Canada petition a “mosquito bite” (1:15:22) and that
their petition “question is like being bit by a great white shark because it will trigger
real change. So, the other thing that I wanted to explain to you is that based on our
position and based on what we’re doing, I have had conversation with people that
were. Highly involved with Brexit. They started their petition at in the low 30 per
cent. Okay. They say that they say that if we’re anywhere near or over 40 um

chances of us wining this referendum are very very good.”
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In the November 14, 2025 podcast, Rath states the following in discussion with the
Real Citizen Podcaster and Rath:

PODCASTER: “quickly first answer Trump administration you got, someone

who’s mentioned that they would be willing to recognize Alberta...

RATH: shortest free trade agreement of all time, one page, zero tariffs on both
sides of the Alberta- US border

PODCASTER: Alberta-US Border?

RATH: Yeah, Alberta- US Border, all goods and services. We've also spoke to
the US about immediately recognizing Alberta as an independent country,
immediately upon a successful referendum result.

PODCASTER: Who did you guys speak with? You said Trump administration.

RATH: Yeah, we were meeting at a very senior level. We 're not going to disclose
the identity of the people that we were meeting with, but I mean, people were

leaving our meeting and going directly to the Oval Office.

PODCASTER: You went down to DC?

RATH: Yeah, weve been to DC twice, and ['m in touch with them on a weekly

basis.

Attached and marked as Exhibit “11” is a screen of the November 14, 2025 podcast
link and the number of views as of 55,572 views as of January 13, 2026.

The Alberta Prosperity Project (“APP”’) hosted event said to be held in Red Deer on or
about June 14, in a video posted to the APP website under “Videos” available here:
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/videos/ and currently available here:
https://rumble.com/v6utl fx-dr-dennis-modry-rebel-news-live-red-deer-2025-06-
14.html?mref=rwhnu&mc=ce4s3. Attached and marked as Exhibit 12 is a screen shot

of this video and the APP “Videos” tab captured on January 13, 2026.
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In this video recording someone introduced as Dennis Modry, speaks about several

issues including:

29 ¢¢

explaining what Mark Carney’s book “Values” “says”, which he tells the crowd
will require control of their bank accounts and that they cannot eat meat, among
other things. Modry says that everything “happening right now is to subjugate the
West, and to control us and pillage our wealth.” He talks about the need to be free

from “persecution” which they have faced from “this federal government”.

stating in relation to the petition that he has the contact information of over a
“quarter million” and that he has 18,000 volunteers and “we” will be able to get the
signatures very soon. With respect to the Clarity Act, preamble “successful
referendum” obligates to negotiate in good faith and negotiations “might” lead to

secession. Modry then says, if negotiations fail, at around 20:40, says:

There’s another solution to that, and when you look at how the Supreme Court
analyzed the whole issue of unilateral declaration of independence, there’s section
154 and 155 in that analysis, this is really important to understand. It says that if a
region is subjugated, dominated, exploited and their aspirations of self-
determination are not met, that region has the right to have a referendum on
sovereignty and it is political legitimacy then becomes legal legitimacy when other
nations acknowledge that Alberta has had a successful referendum and if the
premier has the guts to do it, the day after that successful referendum, she will
declare Alberta as a sovereign nation, and the US, we know this first hand because
we were there talking with them on April 22, will acknowledge Alberta as a

sovereign nation

Another APP question and answer panel in Red Deer was said to be held on or about June
9, 2025, currently available at: https://rumble.com/v6un6yd-part-2-alberta-prosperity-
project-red-deer-2025-06-09-questions.html?mref=rwhnu&mc=ce4s3. Attached and
marked as Exhibit “13” is a copy of a screen shot of the talk with Sylvestre, Modry and

Rath, where statements are made as follows:
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At 2:00, after being asked about the “fight” with First Nations, Rath says: “I
honestly don’t think it is going to be much of one. I had lunch with a Chief and
Council today and was walking them through our plan today and they were
delighted and they said it had to get out to every First Nation community in
Alberta....” He continued about the APP plan for First Nations would be that “they

don’t need to go to Ottawa anymore with a begging bowl.”

9 ¢¢

Rath is then asked about the “Treaty rights in place” “some of which are with
federal government”, and asked what is the barrier to separate from these rights.
Rath answers: “We don’t have to get around it. There is a process under the Clarity
Act that requires negotiations with First Nations to begin with.” He then claims that
his proposal, APP’s proposal, will leave First Nations far better off than “150 years

of... poverty” with the federal government.

Around 11:00: Modry, sitting beside Sylvestre and Rath, goes back to “the analysis
of the Supreme Court in the Quebec Secession Reference and that analysis, sections
154 and 155, .. it’s it’s it’s ...the brilliant solution. It’s political legitimacy to have a
referendum that is successful that should be 50 % + 1, and then when the
international community acknowledges it, Alberta has the right just like Kosovo
did, to declare its independence unilaterally. That would be the easiest, fastest way,
then the negotiations are just on the terms, there’s no muddying of the waters, of
negotiations about maybe if we get a better deal in Canada, we’ll stay.... We’re

out.” Rath is then asked if he has anything to say on this and he shakes his head no.

Around 12:50, after Modry further explains his view on the poor drafting of the
Clarity Act, Rath responds “I think at the end of the day if you look at paragraphs
154 and 155 and, you know, clearly Albertans are oppressed people, you just look
at Senate balance, the Supreme Court balance, you look at the way we have been
treated throughout Confederation, umm you know, we could unilaterally secede
under paragraph 154 or alternatively we could simply unilaterally declare our
independence under section 155. And we have it on pretty good authority that if we
issue that declaration of independence, the Americans would recognize us the next

day. So, I would far rather negotiate with Canada- nation to nation - than as a

10
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province on bended knees saying ‘oh please great Canada, can we please have our

money back.’”

Sometime in the spring, I first saw Jeffrey Rath as the apparent spokesperson for the 51
state movement and announcing a “delegation” to Washington DC. This included an
appearance on Fox News. A copy of the Fox News article dated March 6, 2025 is attached
and marked as Exhibit “14” to my affidavit.

On or about March 6, 2025, the APP posted “EXCLUSIVE: Alberta delegates head to
Washington for statehood”, currently available here:
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/economy/exclusive-alberta-delegates-head-to-d-c-for-
statehood/. This is posted on the APP website that the 51 state is “leverage” for the
separatist movement and APP. Attached and marked as Exhibit “15” is a copy of this
article from the APP website dated March 6, 2025.

Rath as former counsel to SLCN

30.

31.

I know Mr. Rath because he was former counsel to Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, as noted in
the Goodswimmer decisions. In these decisions, Rath was found to have engaged in
“serious misconduct” (paragraph 121) and subject to a personal costs award: Goodswimmer
v Canada (Attorney General), 2022 ABKB 841 (CanLlII), at para 175. The Court in
Goodswimmer also noted that Rath took many steps not at our instructions (paragraph 154).
Having spoken with previous Councillors, I am informed and do believe that Rath did act

without instructions.

We also have ongoing litigation with Rath over the review of a $28 million contingency
fee Rath charged our nation under a contingency fee agreement that the Alberta Court of
Appeal found on February 26, 2025 to be unenforceable (SLCN v. Rath & Company, 2025
ABCA 65). I am informed by legal counsel on that matter (Jon Faulds, KC) and do believe,
that Rath is still holding the entire $28 million and is opposing attempts to expedite that
review process. We also have an ongoing application to remove Rath as trustee on our
Nation’s minors’ trust (Court File 2203 14676). Rath is also opposing this application to

have him removed as trustee and replaced with the Royal Bank Canada.

Offer of consent, interim injunction

11
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Treaty No. 6 Treaty No. 7 Treaty No. 8

STATEMENT FROM THE FIRST NATIONS OF
TREATY NO. 6, TREATY NO. 7, AND TREATY NO. 8

January 9, 2026

The Confederacy of Treaty No. 6 First Nations, Tsuut'ina Nation, Blackfoot
Confederacy and Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta stands with all Alberta
First Nations in support of Chief Sheldon Sunshine and the legal action of
Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation seeking an injunction to halt a referendum
question regarding the province of Alberta separating from the rest of
Canada.

On January 8th, the Chiefs of Treaty No. 6, 7 and 8 came together to
affirm our unified opposition to Alberta separation. We affirm that the
Alberta UCP government’s actions enabling and supporting the so-called
Alberta Prosperity Project petition are a direct violation of Treaty
obligations and the Honour of the Crown. Changing the law through Bill 14
on December 12, 2025 to overturn a court ruling in our favour is not the
work of a government that respects democratic institutions or the rule of
law.

Strong and united, Treaty First Nations and their peoples, where the
Province of Alberta is, will not tolerate any action that seeks to undermine
our Treaties, our Rights or our Sovereignty. Our Treaty Regions extend
across borders and our Treaty Rights transcend political interests and
games.

Treaty is forever - As long as the sun shines, the grass grows and the
waters flow.

36 comments 624 sha
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You have until January 31, 2026, to act. You proved your government can move quickly when it
benefits separatists, now, we expect the same effort to uphold the law and the Treaties. Failure to
comply will be seen as a deliberate refusal, and we will respond accordingly.

If you believe Albertans should decide their path, then call an election and seek that mandate honestly.
But do not continue down this reckless road, especially in a time of global instability, when
governments undermining lawful order have led to chaos and suffering elsewhere.

In the Spirit of Treaty,

— S

Trevor Mercredi
Grand Chief

Head Office:
Beaver First Nation
P.O. Box.
High Level, Alberta TOH 1Z0
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Numbered Treaties are not historical artefacts or political accommodations, they are solemn Nation to Nation
agreements grounded in Indigenous worldview and legal orders, international treaty-making principles, and the
honour of the Crown. Numbered Treaties were intended to establish peaceful coexistence, mutual respect,
benefit, shared responsibilities while providing protection to the Imperial Crown and its representatives.

Numbered Treaty Nations did not alter, diminish, surrender or extinguish our right to self-determination, our
sovereignty, our right to govern ourselves, our lands, territories or our resources. Numbered Treaty agreements
affirm existing Treaty Nation governance, jurisdiction, our connection to the lands, territories and resources and
our responsibility and inherent right to protect the same; these are also reciprocal obligations of our Treaty
Partner, originally the Imperial Crown, now the Crown in the Right of Canada that will endure for “as long as
the sun shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow.”

The International Character and Canadian Constitutional status of Numbered Treaties is well documented and
established through numerous bodies of work. Within Canada, Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982
recognizes and affirms existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights, placing Numbered Treaty obligations at the
highest level of Canadian law. In this context, it is important to recall the words of Lord Denning in his
judgment arising from the Patriation Reference, where he affirmed that Indigenous peoples possess rights that
predate Canada itself and that such rights cannot be unilaterally taken away. Lord Denning recognized that
Treaties represent binding commitments that continue to limit and shape the authority of the Crown and its
successors, reinforcing the principle that constitutional sovereignty in Canada is neither absolute nor detached
from its Numbered Treaty foundations,

“There is nothing, so far as I can see, to warrant any distrust by the Indians of the Government of
Canada. But, in case there should be, the discussion in this case will strengthen their hand so as to enable
them to withstand any onslaught. They will be able to say that their rights and freedoms have been
guaranteed to them by the Crown, originally by the Crown in respect of the United Kingdom, now by
the Crown in respect of Canada, but in any case, by the Crown...*... No Parliament shall do anything to
lessen the worth of these guarantees. They should be honoured by the Crown in respect of Canada “as
long as the sun rises and the river flows”. The promise must never be broken.” - Lord Denning, High
Court of the United Kingdom, January 28, 1982

Importantly it must be understood that Numbered Treaty obligations are not borne by the federal Crown alone.
Canadian provinces are constitutionally and legally bound to uphold, respect, and implement Numbered
Treaties within their areas of assumed jurisdiction. Provinces derive their assumed authority from the Canadian
Constitution, which itself is conditioned by the existence of Numbered Treaties. As such, provincial
governments cannot legislate, regulate, or act in ways that undermine, infringe, or disregard existing Numbered
Treaty Rights. The division of powers within Canada does not absolve provinces of responsibility, instead it
requires them to exercise their jurisdiction in a manner consistent with the honour of the Crown, Treaty
obligations, and constitutional supremacy.

The legal responsibility of provinces to uphold Numbered Treaties is reinforced by constitutional law, Supreme
Court of Canada jurisprudence, and International Human Rights law and standards, including the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which is now a part of Canadian federal positive law.

Meaningful implementation of Numbered Treaties requires more than symbolic recognition. It requires good
faith, shared decision-making, consent-based processes, and concrete action-based measures that reflect the

original spirit and intent of the Treaty relationship, not just between Numbered Treaty Nations and the successor
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We have never, and will never, sell or allow the illegitimate surrender or transfer of
Blackfoot Traditional Territory to a sovereign nation without our consent.

The Blood Tribe stands in opposition to any initiative for Alberta secession and have grave
concerns regarding the current use of Alberta’s Cifizen Initiative Act, especially following
your government’'s amendments which removed screening mechanisms designed to
ensure that citizen-led proposals did not contravene the Constitution.

Despite tabling this position with our MLA, the Honourable Joseph Schow, both he and
the remainder of your UCP Government Alberta voted in favour Bill 14 in December 2025,
notwithstanding scathing criticism from the Courts and unanimous opposition from First
Nations. In doing so, your government made clear that it would support the concept of an
illegitimate and unconstitutional transfer of lands — including Blackfoot Traditional
Territory — to a sovereign nation that has no obligations to our People under Treaty,
common law, or otherwise. This political act lays bare your government's true view of its
obligations to our People.

Your government’s amendments to the Citizen Initiative Act strip away the integrity and
independence of Alberta’s democratic processes and expose a deliberate effort to rig the
rules to serve your political agenda. This conduct is unconscionable. It sends a clear and
troubling message to our People that our voices are to be sidelined when they are
inconvenient. That message is rejected. If our voices are not being heard, we will ensure
our voice becomes impossible to ignore.

The Court of King’s Bench was clear that initiatives for Alberta secession under the Citizen
Initiative Act constitute an abrogation or derogation of our Treaty rights. At a minimum,
they signal a profound disregard for the Treaty relationship which Alberta is bound to
uphold. Treaties were not agreements with a province, nor were they made subject to
provincial public opinion. Any attempt to redefine the political or constitutional status of
our traditional territory and our Treaty relationship is incompatible with Treaty and with the
honour of the Crown.

Alberta has an affirmative obligation to uphold the Treaty relationship. This includes
ensuring that provincial legislation, processes, and public initiatives do not undermine
Treaties or create the false impression that the province may unilaterally alter the
constitutional framework within which Treaties exist. Allowing or advancing citizen-led
initiatives that ignore Treaty rights represents a failure to meet that obligation.

We therefore call on your government to:

» Publicly affirm that Treaties remain binding, solemn obligations, and unaffected by
any citizen-led initiative or proposal for separation;

« Publicly acknowledge that Alberfa has no authority to alter Treaty relationships or
the constitutional status of First Nations;

Pagei2
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¢« Engage directly with Treaty Nations to reaffirm Alberta’s commitments and
responsibilities within the Treaty framework;

¢ Call an emergency session in the Legislature to immediately repeal Bill 14 as it
relates to the Citizen Initiative Act; and

¢ Instruct the Minister of Justice to seek an injunction to pause the Alberta Prosperity
Project petition while Bill 14 is repealed.

We are aware that other First Nations in Alberta are voicing similar positions. We stand
in solidarity with those Nations and will explore all legal avenues to protect and uphold
our Treaty and Aboriginal Rights, our Treaty relationship, and our traditional territory.

Treaties are not historical artifacts. They are the foundation of peaceful coexistence and
shared governance on these lands. Any failure to respect them erodes trust and
undermines the legitimacy of the Crown itself. We expect Alberta to act consistently with
its constitutional duties and to conduct itself in a manner that upholds the honour of the
Crown.

We look forward to your response and to concrete actions that demonstrate Alberta’s
commitment to the Treaty relationship.

Yours truly,

Blood Tribe/Kainai

Chief Traveller Plaited Hair

Cc: Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Minister of Indigenous Relations
Email: irministeroffice@gov.ab.ca

Page |3
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Sucker Creek First Nation P.O. Box 65 Tel (780) 523-4426
Enilda, AB TOG OW0 Fax (780} 523-3111

January 9, 2026

Premier Danielle Smith

Office of the Premier

Room 307, Legislature Building
10800 — 97 Avenue

Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6

Urgent Demand to Implement the Treaty and End Citizen-Led Separatist Activities
Premier Smith,

This letter is to serve notice that the Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta stands together
against your government’s separatist agenda.

The Land which the Province of Alberta is located on is Treaty land. Treaty No. 8 is
with the Imperial Crown, not with the Province of Alberta. You govern here only
because those Treaties made it possible. Without them, Alberta sits on unlawfully
occupied territory.

We will not allow any discussion, petition, or referendum on separation without our
consent. We want to make it clear; we do not consent, The courts have already made
that clear, and so does the Treaty No. 8. Only the Treaty partners, our Nations and the
Imperial Crown, have the authority to alter these agreements. Citizen petitions or
referendums cannot override that.

Your government’s actions, enabling and supporting the so-called Alberta Prosperity
Project petition, and changing the law through Bill 14 on December 12, 2025, to
overturn a court ruling in our favour, are a direct violation of Treaty obligations and the
Honour of the Crown. These are not the actions of a government that respects democratic
institutions or the rule of law.

Your interference has already caused harm. The separatist push has spread racist

disinformation against our peoples and fuels division across this province. We hold your
government responsible for these consequences.
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As Treaty Chiefs, we demand the following actions:

1. Call an emergency session in the Legislature to immediately repeal Bill 14 as it
relates to the Citizen Initiative Act; or

2. Instruct the Minister of Justice to seek to exercise his powers in Court or otherwise
to pause the separatist petition issued on January 2, 2026,

You have until January 31, 2026, to act. You proved your government can move quickly
when it benefits separatists, now, we expect the same effort to uphold the law and the
Treaties. Failure to comply will be seen as a deliberate refusal, and we will respond
accordingly.

If you believe Albertans should decide their path, then call an election and seek that
mandate honestly. But do not continue down this reckless road, especially in a time of

global instability, when governments undermining lawful order have led to chaos and
suffering elsewhere.

In the Spirit of Treaty,

Chief Barb Okemow
Sucker Creek First Nation

pDoctsel

SR
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January 12. 2026

P.O Box 757 Sent VIA Email - chief@sturgeonlake.ca
Valleyview, AB
TOH 3NO

Dear Chief Sunshine.

Mikisew Cree First Nation rejects in the strongest terms the process that the Chief Electoral Officer
of Alberta has set in motion.

The Chief Electoral Officer has already asked the Court of King’s Bench in a reference case to
decide whether the proposed petition for Alberta Independence would contravene our Treaty
rights. The Court heard from many Alberta First Nations, including the Treaty Six Confederacy
and Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta, who explained that the Crown cannot be replaced as a
Treaty partner. Alberta’s borders are not our borders and our Treaties protect our traditional
territories.

On December 5t 2025, Justice Feasby agreed. He found that the referendum would infringe our
Treaty rights. More than that, he confirmed what we have been saying for generations:

“First Nations’ consent to non-Indigenous settlement in what is now Alberta,
memorialized in the Numbered Treaties, led to the creation of Alberta and continues to
confer legitimacy on Alberta. First Nations, as founding partners in the creation of
Alberta, cannot be ignored or bypassed as Alberta contemplates its future whether that
is as part of Canada or not.”

The Government of Alberta’s amendment to the Citizen Initiative Act in Bill 14, passed before the
ink was dry on the Court’s decision, represents a profound betrayal. It demonstrates a blatant
disregard for Justice Feasby’s decision which contains important rulings concerning our Treaty
rights and the rule of law. This decision matters.

The Chief Electoral Officer's decision to launch a Citizen Initiative process on Alberta
Independence under the new legislation without any consideration for that decision cannot stand.
This process is dishonourable and represents an abdication of the Province’s Treaty obligations.
It is an attack on the very principles that underlie and legitimize Alberta’s existence as a Province.
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Mikisew Cree First Nation fully supports and endorses the judicial review filed by Athabasca
Chipewyan First Nation to have the decision set aside and declared unconstitutional.

Sincerely,

Chief Billy-Joe Tuccaro

CC: MCFN Chief and Council
Aaron Lepine, MCFN CEO
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Box 100, Saddle Lake, AB TOA-3TO
780-726-3829 * 780-726-3788 Fax * 1-800-396-2167
www.saddlelake.ca * info@saddlelake.ca

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SADDLE LAKE CREE NATION STANDS IN SUPPORT OF CHIEF SUNSHINE OF
TREATY NO. 8

Treaty No. 6 Territory — January 13, 2026. Fully supporting Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation’s
Chief Sheldon Sunshine to oppose Alberta separation initiatives, Saddle Lake Cree Nation stands
united against any attempt to discuss, petition, or initiate a referendum. Chief Sunshine, Sturgeon
Lake Cree Nation, initiated an “urgent” interim injunction with the Court of King’s Bench,

Alberta, regarding a petition initiated by the Alberta Prosperity Project (APP), stating that it violates
Treaty No. 8, an agreement entered with the British Crown in 1899. The actions of the APP

defies Treaty No. 6 as well as Treaty No. 8.

The Treaties are foundational agreements that predate and supersede the province. Public
narratives claiming that taxpayers fund First Nations are myths and misleading. Treaties were
and remain as land-sharing agreements entered into with the British Crown permitting settlement
and immigration to occur. Settlers and immigrants arrived from Europe and other places driven
by fear, scarcity, and entitlement—settling upon lands already owned, sustained and shared by
First Nations Peoples. Treaties allow for and ensures the survival, safety, and well-being of
future generations; settler, immigrant and First Nations.

Recent political movements and organizations—including Prosperity Alberta, Separation
Alberta, and Alberta Strong—have actively promoted narratives that ignore the lands are
protected by Treaties made by the Original Peoples. These politicized provincial groups have
raised funds, retained legal counsel, and organized actions to pressure or silence democratic
institutions, while discounting the Cree, Dene, and other Original Peoples who continue our lives
on protected lands; lands protected by Treaty No. 6 made in 1876 and Treaty No. 8 in 1899, also
Treaty No. 7 in 1877, including Treaty No. 4 in 1874 and Treaty No. 10 of 1906.

The Treaty relationship is the foundation of the constitutional framework of Canada. Chief Dale
E. Steinhauer of Saddle Lake reminds all that, “Treaties are perpetual; to last as long as the sun
shines, waters flow and grass grows.” The Saddle Lake Cree Nation Chief calls upon all
Numbered Treaty Nations to stand united in upholding the Treaties.

The Saddle Lake Cree Nation (>o""P"b-:AAc*, onihcikiskwapiwin) are Plains Cree peoples,
signatory to Treaty No. 6, located in the Amiskwaciwiyiniwak (“Beaver Hills Peoples”) region
of central Alberta, Canada.

Contact, Councilman Kenton Cardinal, (780)547.6366, kenton.cardinal@saddlelake.ca
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12 January 2026

WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Premier Danielle Smith
Office of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800 —97 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6
premier@gov.ab.ca

Treaty No. 6, 1876 and Adhesion Treaty Nations stand in solidarity and support Sturgeon Lake
Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8, 1899

We submit this letter in solidarity and support of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8,
1899 and its recently filed court injunction on Alberta’s Bill 14,

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject the statements, actions and beliefs of the Alberta Separation
movement. We also reject those legislative actions of the Alberta UCP government that appear
embolden and support the claims of the aforementioned. We assert that such proposals are not
hypothetical or benign political expressions, instead they represent real and legally
impermissible acts that are being actively contemplated and advanced. These actions are
already causing harm, they are fueling racist disinformation, destabilizing communities, and
placing Treaty No. 6 Nations and peoples at risk. Therefore, we call for the firm and immediate
rejection of separation proposals to preserve the safety and wellbeing of all.

Any separation movement that proposes the unilateral withdrawal of Alberta from Canada,
constitutes a fundamental constitutional legal violation. Any attempt at separation without the
Free, Prior, and Informed Consent of Numbered Treaty First Nations is a direct breach of the
Numbered Treaties entered into between Sovereign Nations and not with a province. Alberta
has no lawful authority to alter, extinguish, suspend, or renegotiate Treaty relationships, nor
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can it assume Crown Treaty obligations without the consent of the Numbered Treaty Nations.
Such a proposal also violates section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the honour of the Crown,
and the principle affirmed in constitutional jurisprudence that Numbered Treaty Nations and
their Treaty Rights predate, pre-exist and constrain Crown sovereignty. Further, separation
would unlawfully presume Alberta provincial jurisdiction over Numbered Treaty lands and
Numbered Treaty peoples, undermining Numbered Treaty Nations jurisdiction, international
legal character, and the Canadian Constitutional framework itself, therefore Alberta separation
is not merely a political question but a legally impermissible act.

Numbered Treaties are not historical artefacts or political accommodations, they are solemn
Nation to Nation agreements grounded in Indigenous worldview and legal orders, international
treaty-making principles, and the honour of the Crown. Numbered Treaties were intended to
establish peaceful coexistence, mutual respect, benefit, shared responsibilities while providing
protection to the Imperial Crown and its representatives.

Numbered Treaty Nations did not alter, diminish, surrender or extinguish our right to self-
determination, our sovereignty, our right to govern ourselves, our lands, territories or our
resources. Numbered Treaty agreements affirm existing Treaty Nation governance, jurisdiction,
our connection to the lands, territories and resources and our responsibility and inherent right
to protect the same; these are also reciprocal obligations of our Treaty Partner, originally the
Imperial Crown, now the Crown in the Right of Canada that will endure for “as long as the sun
shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow.”

The International Character and Canadian Constitutional status of Numbered Treaties is well
documented and established through numerous bodies of work. Within Canada, Section 35 of
the Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights, placing
Numbered Treaty obligations at the highest level of Canadian law. In this context, it is
important to recall the words of Lord Denning in his judgment arising from the Patriation
Reference, where he affirmed that Indigenous peoples possess rights that predate Canada itself
and that such rights cannot be unilaterally taken away. Lord Denning recognized that Treaties
represent binding commitments that continue to limit and shape the authority of the Crown
and its successors, reinforcing the principle that constitutional sovereignty in Canada is neither
absolute nor detached from its Numbered Treaty foundations,
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“There is nothing, so far as | can see, to warrant any distrust by the Indians of the
Government of Canada. But, in case there should be, the discussion in this case will
strengthen their hand so as to enable them to withstand any onslaught. They will be
able to say that their rights and freedoms have been guaranteed to them by the Crown,
originally by the Crown in respect of the United Kingdom, now by the Crown in respect
of Canada, but in any case, by the Crown...“... No Parliament shall do anything to lessen
the worth of these guarantees. They should be honoured by the Crown in respect of
Canada “as long as the sun rises and the river flows”. The promise must never be
broken.” - Lord Denning, High Court of the United Kingdom, January 28, 1982

Importantly it must be understood that Numbered Treaty obligations are not borne by the
federal Crown alone. Canadian provinces are constitutionally and legally bound to uphold,
respect, and implement Numbered Treaties within their areas of assumed jurisdiction.
Provinces derive their assumed authority from the Canadian Constitution, which itself is
conditioned by the existence of Numbered Treaties. As such, provincial governments cannot
legislate, regulate, or act in ways that undermine, infringe, or disregard existing Numbered
Treaty Rights. The division of powers within Canada does not absolve provinces of
responsibility, instead it requires them to exercise their jurisdiction in a manner consistent with
the honour of the Crown, Treaty obligations, and constitutional supremacy.

The legal responsibility of provinces to uphold Numbered Treaties is reinforced by
constitutional law, Supreme Court of Canada jurisprudence, and International Human Rights
law and standards, including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples which is now a part of Canadian federal positive law.

Meaningful implementation of Numbered Treaties requires more than symbolic recognition. It
requires good faith, shared decision-making, consent-based processes, and concrete action-
based measures that reflect the original spirit and intent of the Treaty relationship, not just
between Numbered Treaty Nations and the successor Crown but also between Numbered
Treaty Nations and the provinces which continue to benefit from Numbered Treaties.

Upholding Numbered Treaties is not optional, discretionary, or aspirational. They are a legal

and constitutional obligation, a legal duty, and a moral imperative. Respecting Numbered
Treaty commitments and guarantees not only strengthens the rule of law, it also advances
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reconciliation, and affirms the foundational truth that Canada exists because it is the basis for
the strengthened partnership of Numbered Treaties, not despite of them.

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject Alberta separation not only as a political proposition, but as a
present and actionable legal threat that, if pursued, would amount to a fundamental violation
of Numbered Treaties as international agreements and the constitutional order of Canada. We
reiterate that Treaty No. 6 Nations do not consent and will not consent to any proposal that
directly impacts Treaty No. 6 and violates the relevant articles of the UN Declaration including
Free, Prior and Informed Consent.

We call on all levels of government, including provincial authorities, to act with urgency and
consistently with their legal responsibilities and obligations to fully honour, implement, uphold
and enforce the Numbered Treaties in all areas of law and governance.

Chief George Arcand Jr.
Alexander First Nation

C.c.:  Chiefs of Treaty No. 6
Chiefs of Treaty No. 7
Chiefs of Treaty No. 8
Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada, info@gg.ca
Her Honour the Honourable Salma Lakhani, Lt. Governor of Alberta, Itgov@gov.ab.ca
The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada, mark.carney@parl.gc.ca
The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations, Rebecca.alty@parl.gc.ca
The Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Minister of Indigenous Relations, ir.ministeroffice@gov.ab.ca
Dr. Albert K. Barume, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
hrc-sr-indigenous@un.org
AFN National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak,
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Complaint Procedure Unit — Human Rights
Council Branch
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SAMSON CREE NATION
Chief Vernon Saddleback

P.O. Box 159
Maskwacis, AB TOC 1NO

Telephone: 780-585-3793
Edmonton Direct Line: 780-421-4926
Toll Free: 1-800-661-2579

Fax: 780-585-2256

January 12, 2026

WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Premier Danielle Smith
Office of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800 — 97 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6
premier@gov.ab.ca

Treaty No. 6, 1876 and Adhesion Treaty Nations stand in solidarity and support the Sturgeon Lake Cree
Nation of Treaty No. 8, 1899

We submit this letter in solidarity and support of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8, 1899 and its
recently filed court injunction on Alberta’s Bill 14.

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject the statements, actions and beliefs of the Alberta Separation movement. We also
reject those legislative actions of the Alberta UCP government that appear emboldened and support the claims
of the aforementioned. We assert that such proposals are not hypothetical or benign political expressions;
instead, they represent real and legally impermissible acts that are being actively contemplated and advanced.
These actions are already causing harm, they are fuelling racist disinformation, destabilizing communities, and
placing Treaty No. 6 Nations and peoples at risk. Therefore, we call for the firm and immediate rejection of
separation proposals to preserve the safety and well-being of all.

Any separation movement that proposes the unilateral withdrawal of Alberta from Canada constitutes a
fundamental constitutional legal violation. Any attempt at separation without the Free, Prior, and Informed
Consent of Numbered Treaty First Nations is a direct breach of the Numbered Treaties entered into between
Sovereign Nations and not with a province. Alberta has no lawful authority to alter, extinguish, suspend, or
renegotiate Treaty relationships, nor can it assume Crown Treaty obligations without the consent of the
Numbered Treaty Nations. Such a proposal also violates section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the honour of
the Crown, and the principle affirmed in constitutional jurisprudence that Numbered Treaty Nations and their
Treaty Rights predate, pre-exist and constrain Crown sovereignty. Further, separation would unlawfully
presume Alberta provincial jurisdiction over Numbered Treaty lands and Numbered Treaty peoples,
undermining Numbered Treaty Nations’ jurisdiction, international legal character, and the Canadian
Constitutional framework itself; therefore, Alberta separation is not merely a political question but a legally
impermissible act.

Numbered Treaties are not historical artifacts or political accommodations; they are solemn Nation-to-Nation
agreements grounded in Indigenous worldview and legal orders, international treaty-making principles, and the
honour of the Crown. Numbered Treaties were intended to establish peaceful coexistence, mutual respect,
benefit, shared responsibilities, while protecting the Imperial Crown and its representatives.
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Numbered Treaty Nations did not alter, diminish, surrender or extinguish our right to self-determination, our
sovereignty, our right to govern ourselves, our lands, territories or our resources. Numbered Treaty agreements
affirm existing Treaty Nation governance, jurisdiction, our connection to the lands, territories and resources and
our responsibility and inherent right to protect the same; these are also reciprocal obligations of our Treaty
Partner, originally the Imperial Crown, now the Crown in the Right of Canada that will endure for “as long as
the sun shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow.”

The International Character and Canadian Constitutional status of Numbered Treaties is well documented and
established through numerous bodies of work. Within Canada, Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982
recognizes and affirms existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights, placing Numbered Treaty obligations at the
highest level of Canadian law. In this context, it is important to recall the words of Lord Denning in his
judgment arising from the Patriation Reference, where he affirmed that Indigenous peoples possess rights that
predate Canada itself and that such rights cannot be unilaterally taken away. Lord Denning recognized that
Treaties represent binding commitments that continue to limit and shape the authority of the Crown and its
successors, reinforcing the principle that constitutional sovereignty in Canada is neither absolute nor detached
from its Numbered Treaty foundations.

“There is nothing, so far as I can see, to warrant any distrust by the Indians of the Government of Canada. But,
in case there should be, the discussion in this case will strengthen their hand so as to enable them to withstand
any onslaught. They will be able to say that their rights and freedoms have been guaranteed to them by the
Crown, originally by the Crown in respect of the United Kingdom, now by the Crown in respect of Canada, but
in any case, by the Crown... “... No Parliament shall do anything to lessen the worth of these guarantees. They
should be honoured by the Crown in respect of Canada “as long as the sun rises and the river flows. The
promise must never be broken.” - Lord Denning, High Court of the United Kingdom, January 28, 1982.

Importantly, it must be understood that Numbered Treaty obligations are not borne by the federal Crown alone.
Canadian provinces are constitutionally and legally bound to uphold, respect, and implement Numbered
Treaties within their areas of assumed jurisdiction. Provinces derive their assumed authority from the Canadian
Constitution, which itself is conditioned by the existence of Numbered Treaties. As such, provincial
governments cannot legislate, regulate, or act in ways that undermine, infringe, or disregard existing Numbered
Treaty Rights. The division of powers within Canada does not absolve provinces of responsibility; instead, it
requires them to exercise their jurisdiction in a manner consistent with the honour of the Crown, Treaty
obligations, and constitutional supremacy.

The legal responsibility of provinces to uphold Numbered Treaties is reinforced by constitutional law, Supreme
Court of Canada jurisprudence, and International Human Rights law and standards, including the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which is now a part of Canadian federal positive law.

Meaningful implementation of Numbered Treaties requires more than symbolic recognition. It requires good
faith, shared decision-making, consent-based processes, and concrete action-based measures that reflect the
original spirit and intent of the Treaty relationship, not just between Numbered Treaty Nations and the
successor Crown but also between Numbered Treaty Nations and the provinces which continue to benefit from
Numbered Treaties.

Upholding Numbered Treaties is not optional, discretionary, or aspirational. They are a legal and constitutional
obligation, a legal duty, and a moral imperative. Respecting Numbered Treaty commitments and guarantees not
only strengthens the rule of law, but it also advances reconciliation and affirms the foundational truth that
Canada exists because it is the basis for the strengthened partnership of Numbered Treaties, not despite them.

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject Alberta separation not only as a political proposition, but as a present and actionable

legal threat that, if pursued, would amount to a fundamental violation of Numbered Treaties as international
agreements and the constitutional order of Canada. We reiterate that Treaty No. 6 Nations do not consent and

179



038

will not consent to any proposal that directly impacts Treaty No. 6 and violates the relevant articles of the UN
Declaration, including Free, Prior and Informed Consent.

We call on all levels of government, including provincial authorities, to act with urgency and consistently with
their legal responsibilities and obligations to fully honour, implement, uphold and enforce the Numbered
Treaties in all areas of law and governance.

Sincerely,

Chief Vernon Saddleback
Samson Cree Nation

CC.

Samson Council

Chiefs of Treaty No. 6

Chiefs of Treaty No. 7

Chiefs of Treaty No. 8

Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada, info@gg.ca
Her Honour the Honourable Salma Lakhani, Lt. Governor of Alberta, ltgov@gov.ab.ca

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada, mark.carney@parl.gc.ca

The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations, Rebecca.alty@parl.gc.ca
Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Minister of Indigenous Relations, ir.ministeroffice@gov.ab.ca

Dr. Albert K. Barume, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, hrc-sr-
indigenous@un.org

AFN National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Complaint Procedure Unit — Human Rights
Council Branch

180



ERMINESKIN CREE NATION

BOX 219 MASKWACIS, ALBERTA TOC TNO FHONE 780-585-3741

EDM. LINE 780-420-0008
FAX 780-385-2550

12 January 2026
WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Premier Danielle Smith
OfTice of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800 - 97 Ave
Edmonton, AB TSK 2B6
premier@gov.ab.ca

Treaty No. 6, 1876 and Adhesion Treaty Nations stand in solidarity and support Sturgeon
Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No, 8, 1899

We submit this letler in solidarity and support of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8,
1899 and its recently filed court injunction on Alberta’s Bill 14,

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject the statements, actions and beliefs of the Alberta Separation
movement. We also reject those legislative actions of the Alberta UCP government that appear
embolden and support the claims of the aforementioned. We assert that such proposals are not
hypothetical or benign political expressions, instead they represent real and legally impermissible
acts that are being actively contcmplated and advanced. These actions are already causing harm,
rhey arc fuelling racist disinformation, destabilizing communities, and placing Treaty No. 6
Nations and peoples at risk. Therefore, we call {or the firm and immediate rejection of separation
proposals to preserve the safetly and wellbeing of all.

Any separation movement that proposcs the unilatcral withdrawal of Alberta from Canada,
conslitutcs a fundamental constitutional legal violation. Any attempt at separation without the
Free, Prior, and Informed Consent of Numbered Treaty First Nations is a direct breach of the
Numbered Treaties entered into beiween Sovereign Nations and not with a province. Alberta has
no lawfu] authority to alter, extinguish, suspend, or renegotiate Treaty relationships, nor can it
assume Crown Trealy obligations without the consent of the Numbered Treaty Nations. Such a
proposal also violates section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the honour of the Crown, and the
principle affirmed in constitutional jurisprudence that Numbered Treaty Nations and their Treaty
Rights predate, pre-exist and constrain Crown sovereignty. Further, separation would unlawfully
presume Alberta provincial jurisdiction over Numbered Treaty lands and Numbered Treaty
peoples, undermining Numbered Treaty Nations jurisdiction, international legal character, and
the Canadian Constitutional framcwork itself, therefore Alberla separation is not merely a
political question but a legally impermissible act.

Numbered Treaties are not historical artefacts or political accommodations, they are solemn
Nation to Nation agreements grounded in Indigenous worldview and legal orders, international
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icluding the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which
t of Canadian federal positive law.

Meaningful implementation of Numbcred Treaties requires more than symbolic recognition. It
requires good faith, shared decision-making, consent-based processes, and concrete action-based
measures that reflect the original spirit and intent of the Treaty relationship, not just between
Numbered Treaty Nations and the successor Crown but also between Numbered Treaty Nations
and the provinces which continue to benefit from Numbered Treaties.

Upholding Numbered Treaties is not optional, discretionary, or aspirational. They are a legal and
constitutional obligation, a legal duty, and a moral imperative. Respecting Numbered Treaty
commitments and guarantees not only strengthens the rule of law, it also advances reconciliation,
and affirms the foundational truth that Canada exists because it is the basis for the strengthened
partnership of Numbered Treaties, not despite of them.

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject Alberta separation not only as a political proposition, but as a present
and actionable legal threat that, if pursued, would amount to a fundamental violation of
Numbered Treaties as international agreements and the constitutional order of Canada. We
reiterate that Treaty No. 6 Nations do not consent and will not consent to any proposal that
directly impacts Treaty No. 6 and violates the relevant articles of the UN Declaration including
Free, Prior and Informed Consent.

We call on all levels of government, including provincial authorities, to act with urgency and
consistently with their legal responsibilities and obligations to fully honour, implement, uphold
and enforce the Numbered Treaties in all areas of law and governance.

Or ket~ Fihe,
EF SIN CREE NATION

Chici vua wlykat

C.c..  Chiefs of Treaty No. 6
Chiefs of Treaty No. 7
Chiefs of Treaty No. 8
Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada, infoi@gg.ca
Her Honour the Honourable Salma Lakhani, Lt. Governor of Alberta, ltgov(@gov.ab.ca
The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada, mark.carney@parl.gc.ca
The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations, Rebecca.alty@parl.ge.ca
The Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Minister of indigenous Relations, ir.ministeroffice@gov.ab.ca
Dr. Albert K. Barume, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, hre-sr-
indigenous(@un.org
AFN National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak,
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Complaint Procedure Unit - Human Rights Council
Branch
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12 January 2026
WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Premier Danielle Smith
Office of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800 — 97 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6
premier@gov.ab.ca

Treaty No. 6, 1876 and Adhesion Treaty Nations stand in solidarity and support Sturgeon
Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8, 1899

We submit this letter in solidarity and support of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8,
1899 and its recently filed court injunction on Alberta’s Bill 14,

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject the statements, actions and beliefs of the Alberta Separation
movement. We also reject those legislative actions of the Alberta UCP government that appear
embolden and support the claims of the aforementioned. We assert that such proposals are not
hypothetical or benign political expressions, instead they represent real and legally impermissible
acts that are being actively contemplated and advanced. These actions are already causing harm,
they are fuelling racist disinformation, destabilizing communities, and placing Treaty No. 6
Nations and peoples at risk. Therefore, we call for the firm and immediate rejection of separation
proposals to preserve the safety and wellbeing of all.

Any separation movement that proposes the unilateral withdrawal of Alberta from Canada,
constitutes a fundamental constitutional legal violation. Any attempt at separation without the
Free, Prior, and Informed Consent of Numbered Treaty First Nations is a direct breach of the
Numbered Treaties entered into between Sovereign Nations and not with a province. Alberta has
no lawful authority to alter, extinguish, suspend, or renegotiate Treaty relationships, nor can it
assume Crown Treaty obligations without the consent of the Numbered Treaty Nations. Such a
proposal also violates section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the honour of the Crown, and the
principle affirmed in constitutional jurisprudence that Numbered Treaty Nations and their Treaty
Rights predate, pre-exist and constrain Crown sovereignty. Further, separation would unlawfully
presume Alberta provincial jurisdiction over Numbered Treaty lands and Numbered Treaty
peoples, undermining Numbered Treaty Nations jurisdiction, international legal character, and
the Canadian Constitutional framework itself, therefore Alberta separation is not merely a
political question but a legally impermissible act.

Numbered Treaties are not historical artefacts or political accommodations, they are solemn

Nation to Nation agreements grounded in Indigenous worldview and legal orders, international
treaty-making principles, and the honour of the Crown. Numbered Treaties were intended to
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LOUIS BULL TRIBAL ADMINISTRATION

PHONES: 780-585-3967
780-585-3860

780-585-3978 ) Your file:
FAX: 780-585-3799 “"@'{ é,]} ' Ww
J &j% Our file:
BOX 130
12 January 2026 HOBBEMA, ALBERTA
TOC 1NO
WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Premier Danielle Smith
Office of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800 — 97

Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6
premier@gov.ab.ca

Treaty No. 6, 1876 and Adhesion Treaty Nations stand in solidarity and support Sturgeon
Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8, 1899

We submit this letter in solidarity and support of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation of Treaty No. 8,
1899 and its recently filed court injunction on Alberta’s Bill 14,

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject the statements, actions and beliefs of the Alberta Separation
movement. We also reject those legislative actions of the Alberta UCP government that appear
embolden and support the claims of the aforementioned. We assert that such proposals are not
hypothetical or benign political expressions, instead they represent real and lepally impermissible
acts that are being actively contemplated and advanced. These actions are already causing harm,
rhey are fuelling racist disinformation, destabilizing communities, and placing Treaty No. 6
Nations and peoples at risk. Therefore, we call for the firm and immediate rejection of separation
proposals to preserve the safety and wellbeing of all.

Any separation movement that proposes the unilateral withdrawal of Alberta from Canada,
constitutes a fundamental constitutional legal violation. Any attempt at separation without the
Free, Prior, and Informed Consent of Numbered Treaty First Nations is a direct breach of the
Numbered Treaties entered into between Sovereign Nations and not with a province. Alberta has
no lawful authority to alter, extinguish, suspend, or renegotiate Treaty relationships, nor can it
assume Crown Treaty obligations without the consent of the Numbered Treaty Nations. Such a
proposal also violates section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the honour of the Crown, and the
principle affirmed in constitutional jurisprudence that Numbered Treaty Nations and their Treaty
Rights predate, pre-exist and constrain Crown sovereignty. Further, separation would unlawfully
presume Alberta provincial jurisdiction over Numbered Treaty lands and Numbered Treaty
peoples, undermining Numbered Treaty Nations jurisdiction, international legal character, and
the Canadian Constitutional framework itself, therefore Alberta separation is not merely a
political question but a legally impermissible act.
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Numbered Treaties are not historical artefacts or political accommodations, they are solemn
Nation to Nation agreements grounded in Indigenous worldview and legal orders, international
treaty-making principles, and the honour of the Crown. Numbered Treaties were intended to
establish peaceful coexistence, mutual respect, benefit, shared responsibilities while providing
protection to the Imperial Crown and its representatives.

Numbered Treaty Nations did not alter, diminish, surrender or extinguish our right to self-
determination, our sovereignty, our right to govern ourselves, our lands, territories or our
resources. Numbered Treaty agreements affirm existing Treaty Nation governance, jurisdiction,
our connection to the lands, territories and resources and our responsibility and inherent right to
protect the same; these are also reciprocal obligations of our Treaty Partner, originally the
Imperial Crown, now the Crown in the Right of Canada that will endure for “as long as the sun
shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow.”

The International Character and Canadian Constitutional status of Numbered Treaties is well
documented and established through numerous bodies of work. Within Canada, Section 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights, placing
Numbered Treaty obligations at the highest level of Canadian law. In this context, 1t is important
to recall the words of Lord Denning in his judgment arising from the Patriation Reference, where
he affirmed that Indigenous peoples possess rights that predate Canada itself and that such rights
cannot be unilaterally taken away. Lord Denning recognized that Treaties represent binding
commitments that continue to limit and shape the authority of the Crown and its successors,
reinforcing the principle that constitutional sovereignty in Canada is neither absolute nor
detached from its Numbered Treaty foundations,

“There is nothing, so far as I can see, to warrant any distrust by the Indians of the
Govemment of Canada. But, in case there should be, the discussion in this case will
strengthen their hand so as to enable them to withstand any onslaught. They will be able
to say that their rights and freedoms have been guaranteed to themn by the Crown,
originally by the Crown in respect of the United Kingdom, now by the Crown in respect
of Canada, but in any case, by the Crown...“... No Parliament shall do anything to lessen
the worth of these guarantees. They should be honoured by the Crown in respect of
Canada “as long as the sun rises and the river flows™. The promise must never be
broken.” - Lord Denning, High Court of the United Kingdom, January 28, 1982

Importantly it must be understood that Numbered Treaty obligations are not borne by the federal
Crown alone. Canadian provinces are constitutionally and legally bound to uphold, respect, and
implement Numbered Treaties within their areas of assumed jurisdiction. Provinces derive their
assumed authority from the Canadian Constitution, which itself is conditioned by the existence
of Numbered Treaties. As such, provincial governments cannot legislate, regulate, or act in ways
that undermine, infringe, or disregard existing Numbered Treaty Rights. The division of powers
within Canada does not absolve provinces of responsibility, instead it requires them to exercise
their jurisdiction in a manner consistent with the honour of the Crown, Treaty obligations, and
constitutional supremacy.
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The legal responsibility of provinces to uphold Numbered Treaties is reinforced by constitutional
law, Supreme Court of Canada jurisprudence, and International Human Rights law and
standards, including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which
is now a part of Canadian federal positive law.

Meaningful implementation of Numbered Treaties requires more than symbolic recognition. It
requires good faith, shared decision-making, consent-based processes, and concrete action-based
measures that reflect the original spirit and intent of the Treaty relationship, not just between
Numbeted Treaty Nations and the successor Crown but also between Numbered Treaty Nations
and the provinces which continue to benefit from Numbered Treaties.

Upholding Numbered Treaties is not optional, discretionary, or aspirational. They are a legal and
constitutional obligation, a legal duty, and a moral imperative. Respertine Numbered Treaty

con ents and  rantees mly strengthens the ru it nces reconciliation,
and affirms the foundational truth that Canada exists because it is the basis for the strengthened
partnership of Numbered Treaties, not despite of them.

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject Alberta separation not only as a political proposition, but as a present
and actionable legal threat that, if pursued, would amount to a fundamental violation of
Numbered Treaties as international agreements and the constitutional order of Canada. We
reiterate that Treaty No. 6 Nations do not consent and will not consent to any proposal that
directly impacts Treaty No. 6 and violates the relevant articles of the UN Declaration including

Free, Prior and Informed Consent.

We call on all levels of government, including provincial authorities, to act with urgency and
consistently with their legal responsibilities and obligations to fully honour, implement, uphold
and enforce the Numbered Treaties in all areas of law and governance.

Desmond Bull
Chief Desmond Bull
Louis Bull Tribe

C.c.: Chiefs of Treaty No. 6
Chiefs of Treaty No. 7

Chiefs of Treaty No. 8
Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada,

info@gg.ca
Her Honour the Honourable Salma Lakhani, Lt. Governor of Alberta, ltgov@gov.ab.ca

The Right Honourable Mark Camey, Prime Minister of Canada, mark.camey@parl.gc.ca
The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations,

Rebecca.alty@parl.gc.ca
The Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Minister of Indigenous Relations,

ir.ministeroffice@gov.ab.ca
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Dr. Albert K. Barume, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, hre-sr-indigenous(@un.org

AFN National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak,

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Complaint Procedure Unit — Human
Rights Council Branch
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Numbered Treaty peoples, undermining Numbered Treaty Nations jurisdiction,
international legal character, and the Canadian Constitutional framework itself, therefore
Alberta separation is not merely a political question but a legally impermissible act.

Numbered Treaties are not historical artefacts or political accommodations, they are
solemn Nation to Nation agreements grounded in Indigenous worldview and legal orders,
international treaty-making principles, and the honour of the Crown. Numbered Treaties
were intended to establish peaceful coexistence, mutual respect, benefit, shared
responsibilities while providing protection to the Imperial Crown and its representatives.

Numbered Treaty Nations did not alter, diminish, surrender or extinguish our right to self-
determination, our sovereignty, our right to govern ourselves, our lands, territories or our
resources. Numbered Treaty agreements affirm existing Treaty Nation governance,
jurisdiction, our connection to the lands, territories and resources and our responsibility
and inherent right to protect the same; these are also reciprocal obligations of our Treaty
Partner, oniginally the Imperial Crown, now the Crown in the Right of Canada that will
endure for “as long as the sun shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow.”

The International Character and Canadian Constitutional status of Numbered Treaties is
well documented and established through numerous bodies of work. Within Canada,
Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms existing Aboriginal and
Treaty rights, placing Numbered Treaty obligations at the highest level of Canadian law.
In this context, it is important to recall the words of Lord Denning in his judgment arising
from the Patriation Reference, where he affirmed that Indigenous peoples possess rights
that predate Canada itself and that such rights cannot be unilaterally taken away. Lord
Denning recognized that Treaties represent binding commitments that continue to limit
and shape the authority of the Crown and its successors, reinforcing the principle that
constitutional sovereignty in Canada is neither absolute nor detached from its Numbered
Treaty foundations,

“There is nothing, so far as I can see, to warrant any distrust by the Indians of the
Government of Canada, But, in case there should be, the discussion in this case
will strengthen their hand so as to enable them to withstand any onslaught. They
will be able to say that their rights and freedoms have been guaranteed to them by
the Crown, originally by the Crown in respect of the United Kingdom, now by the
Crown in respect of Canada, but in any case, by the Crown...“... No Parliament
shall do anything to lessen the worth of these guarantees. They should be
honoured by the Crown in respect of Canada “as long as the sun rises and the
river flows”. The promise must never be broken.” - Lord Denning, High Court of
the United Kingdom, January 28, 1982

Importantly it must be understood that Numbered Treaty obligations are not borne by the
federal Crown alone. Canadian provinces are constitutionally and legally bound to
uphold, respect, and implement Numbered Treaties within their areas of assumed
jurisdiction. Provinces derive their assumed authority from the Canadian Constitution,
which itself is conditioned by the existence of Numbered Treaties. As such, provincial

Page 2 of 4
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governments cannot legislate, regulate. or act in ways that undermine. infringe. or
disregard existing Numbered Treaty Rights. The division of powers within Canada does
not absolve provinces of responsibility, instead it requires them 1o exercise their
jurisdiction in a manner consistent with the honour of the Crown. Treaty obligations. and
constitutional supremacy.

The legal responsibility of provinces to uphold Numbered Treaties is reinforced by
constitutional law. Supreme Court of Canada jurisprudence. and International Human
Rights law and standards, including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples which is now a part of Canadian federal positive law.

Meaningtul implementation of Numbered Treaties requires more than symbolic
recognition. It requires good faith, shared decision-making, consent-based processes, and
concrete action-based measures that reflect the original spirit and intent of the Treaty
relationship, not just between Numbered Treaty Nations and the successor Crown but
also between Numbered Treaty Nations and the provinces which continue to benetit from
Numbered Treaties.

Upholding Numbered Treaties is not optional. discretionary, or aspirational. They are a
fegal and constitutional obligation, a legal duty, and a moral imperative. Respecting
Numbered Treaty commitments and guarantees not only strengthens the rule of law, it
also advances reconciliation. and atfirms the foundational truth that Canada exists
because it is the basis lor the strengthened partnership of Numbered Treaties. not despite
of them.

Treaty No. 6 Nations reject Alberta separation not only as a political proposition, but as a
present and actionable legal threat that. if pursued. would amount to a fundamental
violation of Numbered Treaties as international agreements and the constitutional order
of Canada. We reiterate that Treaty No. 6 Nations do not consent and will not consent (o
any proposal that directly impacts Treaty No. 6 and violates the relevant articles of the
UN Declaration including Free, Prior and Informed Consent.

We call on all levels of government. including provincial authorities. to act with urgency
and consistently with their legal responsibilities and obligations to fully honour.

implement. uphold and enforce the Numbered Treaties in all areas of law and
governarnce.

Respectfulls

Chief Vernon Watchmaker

Kehewin Cree Nation

Page 3 of 4
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C.c.: Chiefs of Treaty No. 6

Chiefs of Treaty No. 7

Chiefs of Treaty No. 8

Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada,

info@gg.ca

Her Honour the Honourable Salma Lakhani, Lt. Governor of Alberta,
ligov@gov.ab.ca

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada,
mark.carney@parl.gc.ca
The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations,
Rebecca.alty@parl.gc.ca
The Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Minister of Indigenous Relations,
irministeroffice@gov.ab.ca
Dr. Albert K. Barume, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, hre-sr-indigenous@un.org
AFN National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak,
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Complaint Procedure Unit —
Human Rights Council Branch
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instability, when governments undermining lawful order have led to chaos and suffering
¢lsewhere.

In the Spirit of Treaty,

The Undersigned Treaty Chiefs of Treaty Nos. 6, 7, and 8
(on behalf of their Nations, with logos attached or signature provided, as the case may be):

Chief Sheldon Sunshine, on behalf of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation

Chief Billy Joe-Tuccaro, on behalf of Mikisew Cree First Nation

Chief Dwayne Laboucan, on behalf of Drifipile First Nation

Chief Rupert Meneen, on behalf of Tallcree Tribal Government

£

7 — i "
Chief 2///;7(.];;(:‘ iﬂjaf‘éﬁﬁalfof Lc,_‘é,"wh lake 'g"‘ d ‘-{-5‘3
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Chief , on behalf of
Chief . on behalf of
Tirgent Demand to Implement the Treaty and End Citizen-Led Separatist Activities 2
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Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 22:24:59 Mountain Standard Time

Subject: Re: Letter of Support from Swan River First Nation Council

Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 10:24:59 PM Mountain Standard Time
From: Orlagh O'Kelly

To: Chief Sheldon Sunshine

CC: Sharla Goodswimmer

Attachments: Outlook-e540xrzh.png

From: Chauntae Twin <admin@srfn.ca>

Sent: January 13, 2026 4:25 PM

To: Chief Sheldon Sunshine <chiefsunshine@sturgeonlake.ca>

Cc: Lee Twinn <srfnlee@gmail.com>; Ryan Davis <srfnryan@gmail.com>; Richard Woodman
<Richard.Woodman@srfn.ca>; Dale Chalifoux <Dale.Chalifoux@srfn.ca>; Bailey Wiedemann-Komarnicki
<SwanriverCEO@srfn.ca>; cao@treaty8.org; Gwen Muskwa <GMuskwa@treaty8.org>; Jordan Wilkins
<jwilkins@treaty8.org>; Candace Daychief <cdaychief@treaty8.org>

Subject: Letter of Support from Swan River First Nation Council

You don't often get email from admin@srfn.ca. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,

Please find attached a letter of support from Swan River First Nation Chief and Council, in
support of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation and Chief Sheldon Sunshine regarding the upholding
and protection of Treaty No. 8 rights.

Should you require any additional information or follow-up from our Nation, please feel free
to reach out!

Kind regards,

Chauntae Twin

Executive Administrative Assistant| Swan River First Nation
780.775.3536 | www.srfn.ca | PO BOX 270, Kinuso, AB, TOG 1K0

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you
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have received this email in error please notify sender. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named
addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the
sender immediately by email if you have received this email by mistake and delete this
email from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that
disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this
information is strictly prohibited.
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SWAN RIVER FIRST NATION
P.O. Box 270
Kinuso, Alberta
TOG 1K0
Phone: (780) 775-3536 Fax: (780) 775-3796

From the Office of Chief Lee Twinn- Treaty No. 8 Territory
Swan River First Nation
January 8th, 2026

On behalf of Swan River First Nation, we write to express our full and unequivocal support for Sturgeon Lake
Cree Nation and Chief Sheldon Sunshine in their actions to uphold and defend the rights affirmed under Treaty
No. 8.

We stand in unity with Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation in asserting that no separation of Alberta from Canada can
occur without the free, prior, and informed consent of the First Nations whose lands are subject to Treaty.
Treaty No. 8 is a living, binding agreement that continues to hold the full force of law. Any action that
disregards or undermines this Treaty relationship represents a serious breach of constitutional, legal, and moral
obligations.

We share deep concern regarding the approval of a separatist petition without consultation or consent from
Treaty Nations. Such actions not only violate Treaty rights, but also create foreseeable economic, legal, and
societal harms, particularly for First Nations peoples whose sovereignty, jurisdiction, and inherent rights are
directly affected.

Swan River First Nation supports the legal steps being taken by Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation to protect Treaty
No. 8 and to seek accountability from the province of Alberta and its agents. These actions are not only

necessary, but essential to preserving the integrity of Treaty relationships for current and future generations.

We affirm that Treaty Nations are not stakeholders, they are rights holders. Any political or constitutional
changes affecting our territories must respect this fundamental truth.

We stand with Chief Sheldon Sunshine, Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, and all Treaty Nations in defense of our
lands, our laws, and our Treaties.

In unity and respect,

Chief Lee Twinn
Swan River First Nation
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instability. when governments undermining lawtui order have ted to chaos and suffering

elsewhere.
In the Spirit of Treaty.
The Undersigned Treaty Chiefs of Treaty Nos. 6. 7. and 8

(on behalf of their Nations, with logos attached or signature provided. as the case may be):

. - h:"\i‘\
i (‘}r?(}lllunhxlj

Chiet Lorraine MacDonald. on behalf ol Tthebatthie Denesyting Nation

vgent Denand 1o linplement the Treany und End Citizen-Led Separatist Activities
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e 44% of Albertans identify as primarily
Canadian, while 21% identify as primarily
Albertan, and 32% identify as both equally

e 29% of Albertans support the idea of
Alberta becoming a country independent
of Canada, while 67% are opposed to that
idea.

s 17% of Albertans support the idea of
Alberta becoming a U.S. state.

» 35% of Albertans support the idea of
Alberta, Saskatchewan, British Columbia,
and Manitoba forming an independent
country.

e 58% of Albertans say that actions by the
federal government could influence their
views on Alberta’s political future within
Canada.

e 62% of Albertans believe that people in
other parts of Canada do not understand
the reasons why some Albertans feel

alienated from the rest of the country.
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Methodology

The results for this wave of research are
based on online research conducted from
May 9 to May 12, 2025, with a representative
sample of 1,000 Albertan adults 18 years of
age and older from Leger’s LEO panel. The
data was statistically weighted according to
2021 Canadian Census figures.

A margin of error cannot be associated with
a non-probability sample in a panel survey,
but for comparison purposes, a probability
sample of 1,000 would have a margin of error
of +/- 3.1%, 19 times out of 20.
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Has Separatism Gone Mainstream in Alberta?

We spent the summer exploring the question. Here’s what we learned.

Samuel Goertz / 5 Nov 2025 The Tyee
Samuel Goertz is a PhD student in political science and researcher at the University of Alberta. He is affiliated with the
Common Ground initiative, which published this article on its Substack.

Our journalism is supported by readers like you. Click here to support The Tyee.

Does the average ‘Joe’ want Alberta to separate from Canada? One research team surveyed across the province to

find out. Photo via Facebook.

Listen to this article

13 min

Politically engaged Albertans have spent a lot of time debating the popularity of the Alberta
independence movement lately. But there’s an important difference between popularity and

acceptability.
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About 30 per cent of Albertans support (https://leger360.com/in-the-news-alberta-sep8satism/)
or somewhat support the idea of separation, while most do not. This figure fluctuates but hasn’t
changed substantially (https://www.commongroundpolitics.ca/separatismab) since 2019.

While the numbers show the popularity of separatism, they don’t tell us about its mainstream
acceptance.

If an idea is popular, but seen as unacceptable, it rarely gains traction. If an idea is viewed as
acceptable, even when most people disagree with it, it can spark real change. This summer, our
team at Common Ground (https://www.commongroundpolitics.ca/) set out to learn whether
separatism is truly mainstream in Alberta, and why or why not.

Every Common Ground focus group starts with the same activity. We ask our participants to
simply “draw an Albertan.” Participants then share their drawings and the group discusses which
one most Albertans would imagine as typical. These conversations explore who Albertans see as
representative.

Asking how these “typical Albertans” view politics through a series of activities helps map the
boundaries of acceptability in Alberta’s political culture — the policy options that fit into the
Overton window (https://www.mackinac.org/OvertonWindow) for serious consideration.

Our focus groups vary in their depiction of the typical Albertan, but a dominant archetype shows
up time and time again: Joe Alberta (https://www.commongroundpolitics.ca/joe-albertan) . In
general, Joe is a man in his late 30s, lives in a rural or suburban area, is married with kids, works
a blue-collar job and is not terribly interested in politics but might describe himself as a
“commonsense conservative.”

So, what did we find? Does “Joe” want Alberta to separate from Canada?

Billionaires Don’t Control Us

Get The Tyee’s free daily newsletter in your
inbox.

Journalism for readers, not profits.

Your email SUBSCRIBE

The typical Albertan is separatist-curious
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‘Every Common Ground focus group starts with the same activity. We ask our participants to simply “draw an
Albertan.”

Our results found Joe isn’t seen as a separatist, but he is separatist-curious. He wants Alberta to
remain in Canada and make it work, but life has been harder lately, and he wonder if things
would be better if Alberta went it alone. Or, at least, thinks Alberta needs to do something more
drastic to get a better deal with Ottawa. He feels that Alberta has little power and that Albertans
are neither well respected nor understood by the rest of the country.

Joe wouldn’t attend a separation rally on his own, though he would consider going if someone
else invited him. He probably wouldn’t vote to separate in a referendum, though he might be
tempted to vote yes by the leverage it presents.

When Alberta separation comes up in each focus group, we ask what might pull Joe towards
separatism and what pushes him away. I've broken down the main themes.

What pulls ‘Joe’ towards separatism?
There are two main drivers: cost-of-living and Alberta’s perceived lack of power in Canada.

Joe is feeling pinched relative to what he expects out of his life. He connects this to his
perception that the rest of Canada is holding back Alberta’s economy. This view is deeply rooted
for Joe — he grew up hearing about policies from Ottawa that made Alberta poorer to make
other provinces richer (think National Energy Program).

Even if he acknowledges that Alberta has it better than some other provinces, he doesn’t think
that should mean he has to give up his slice of the seemingly shrinking pie (for example, through
equalization). As one focus group participant put it: “Everyone expects us to share because we
have more, but what if we’re tired of sharing.”
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“Albertans are more concerned with their quality of life and the increased price of necessities thgn
separatism, and remain firmly focused on their material conditions over abstract concepts.” - Amina
Yassin, Common Ground research assistant

At the end of each focus group, we ask if Joe sees himself as having power or influence over
politics and resoundingly, the answer is no. When we specifically ask about provincial or
municipal politics, the no softens, but the bottom line is that Joe feels overlooked. He complains
that every federal election is decided by the time they start counting votes in Alberta (which is
underrepresented) and that federal politicians don’t really care or understand the province.

“Separatism cannot be considered a ‘fringe’ movement anymore... most typical Albertans were
‘separatist-curious.’ This is because they had grievances towards the federal government, and, while true
separatism is seen as an unrealistic and undesirable goal... they see this movement as addressing their
concerns, and giving them a voice” - Nicole Alexander, Common Ground research assistant

Joe also doesn’t feel respected by other parts of Canada — specifically those in Ontario, Quebec
and the Vancouver area. In many focus groups, participants joked that if they had to describe
how other parts of the country viewed the typical Albertan, it would get a lot more extreme. To
some extent, this may reflect normal regional dynamics (akin to sibling rivalry), but it also
indicates a larger sense of alienation.

What pushes ‘Joe’ away from separatism?

Even with the reasons outlined above, Joe isn’t a separatist. In fact, he thinks remaining in
Canada is much more desirable and likely.

On the side of desirability, Joe is pushed away from separatism simply because he identifies with
Canada and thinks highly of it, despite his political grievances. Recent polling data has shown
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-janet-brown-may-2025-poll-separation-
sentiment-1.7544074) roughly a third of Albertans identify mainly as Albertan, a third as
Canadian and a final third as both.

However, in our own surveys, Albertans tell us they don’t like being forced to choose between
these identities. They feel both to some degree. Joe is described in the same way. When he
watches the Olympics, he’s Team Canada all the way. Joe doesn’t care whether Sidney Crosby is
from Nova Scotia or Alberta; he just cares that he scored the Golden Goal and reps “our” colours.

“Many participants expressed that they viewed separatism less as a genuine desire to leave Canada and
more as a bargaining tool. They preferred that the federal government negotiate and reach an
agreement that would leave Albertans better off financially, rather than take on the risks and
uncertainties of pursuing independence” — Chino Nwachukwu, Common Ground research assistant
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Joe also doesn’t think separatism is practical. While he might see it as a valuable leveraggspoint
(though he rejects the idea of “blackmail”), participants usually didn’t think he would find it
feasible. Going further, they often thought Joe would find separatism too risky to support.

“Joe might talk somewhat positively with his friends about separatism, but when push comes to shove,
he’d back Canada over Alberta. Oftentimes the reason is simply prudential: he is a family man (whatever
that might look like) with local commitments, whose first job is to protect his lot in life.... He wants a
better place in Canada and wouldn’t get himself in a position where he’d be putting that ideal at material
risk.” - Samuel Clark, visiting PhD student with Common Ground

More about our approach

To gather our findings, our research team drove over 4,068 kilometres across Alberta this
summer. We conducted 21 focus group sessions with nearly 200 Albertans, visiting Edmonton,
St. Albert, St. Paul, Lloydminster, Lethbridge, Hanna, Calgary, Grande Prairie, Lac La Biche and
Fort McMurray.

Starting with a shared picture of the “typical Albertan,” our focus groups then explored how this
person views politics, particularly separatism. We had two sets of focus groups, splitting six
activities between them. Below, I break down each activity and the insights from it.

1. Real Time Reactions: Participants responded to real quotes about separatism and
identity, exploring how the typical Albertan would react to both the message and the
messenger. People generally thought the typical Albertan would agree with the quotes
expressing resentment and alienation about how Alberta is being treated, but often found
the quotes from separatist leaders to be over the top. Near universally, participants do not
think Joe trusts politicians as messengers.

2. Think, Say, Do: Participants were shown scenarios and asked what the typical Albertan
would think, say and do in each case. What became clear from this exercise is that Joe
doesn’t want to engage in politics — he doesn’t have the time or energy. He might think
something, but typically won’t engage unless it’s serious or affects him or his loved ones
directly.

3. Mapping Canada and the U.S.: Participants divided a blank map into five or so regions
and described how the typical Albertan sees and feels about those places. Joe almost always
began with Alberta, sometimes extending to Saskatchewan and Northern B.C. The rest of
B.C. was usually dismissed as a left-wing vacation spot, while Joe felt a general warmth
toward the East Coast. Ontario and Quebec were almost always cast as entitled elites. And
the U.S. typically didn’t get detailed, except as favourite travel destinations or with a nod to
the Midwest and Texas.

4. Proud To Be: Participants watched short clips about Canada, Alberta and separatism and
voted whether the typical Albertan would feel proud, neutral or ashamed. These revealed
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that Joe’s identity, particularly his identification with Canada, is deeply rooted ands7
emotional. While he agrees with the goals of some separatist leaders, he wants more nuance
in their arguments and doesn’t tend to agree with aggressively pro-separatist arguments.

. Wouldn’t It Be Nice If: Participants completed the phrase, “When it comes to Alberta
separatism, wouldn’t it be nice if...” from the perspective of the typical Albertan, using cards
tied to different groups (e.g., Canadians, the premier, the prime minister). The picture that
emerged from this activity is that Joe wants Alberta to be more appreciated by the rest of
Canada, the media and federal leaders. He generally thinks Alberta Premier Danielle Smith
gets it right and that separatists go a bit too far.

. Where Do We Go From Here: Participants placed pins on a grid to show how likely and
desirable the typical Albertan would find three different future scenarios for Alberta
(staying in Canada, independence, joining the U.S.). Overwhelmingly, participants thought
that Joe would view remaining in Canada as both likely and desirable. Alberta’s
independence was a more mixed prospect, being mainly viewed as unlikely but still
somewhat desirable. Joe was flat out against Alberta joining the U.S. in the eyes of almost
all participants, with perceived likelihood also being low. As one participant summarized,
“Washington is even further than Ottawa.”

Through these activities and our opening and closing discussions, we got a rich picture of
how people see the typical Albertan, their views on politics and separatism in particular. In
doing so, we were able to understand the deep story (https://onbeing.org/programs/arlie-
hochschild-the-deep-stories-of-our-time/) behind the polling.

Closing thoughts

The conclusion from our research is clear: the typical Albertan doesn’t want to separate but
gets why others do. Supporting separatism isn’t mainstream, though being curious about it
is. The bridge between those viewpoints is not a long one.

We have to take separatism seriously, especially as recent changes in provincial legislation
have made (https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-is-changing-the-rules-to-
make-referendums-easier-here-s-how-1.7534041) a citizen-initiated referendum likely in
the near future, and some political elites appear to be stoking separatist flames for leverage,
or at least doing little to assuage these sentiments.

In our travels across Alberta, I witnessed the vast diversity and beauty of our province.
Alberta’s landscape ranges from the grasslands and Badlands in the south to the Rockies in
the west to the boreal forest in the north and the prairies in the east. Even that description
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obscures the variation across this place. This variation came up frequently in our §&ssions.
Most people, when asked, drew a fairly similar Albertan. But, a significant minority of
people expressed how hard it was to hone in on one.

It’s because there isn’t one way to be an Albertan. There are many. And while a lot of us
have a picture in our heads of what a typical Albertan believes, says, does and looks like, it
often misses the mark.

There is a gap between who Albertans are and who we think we are. This has huge
implications for our politics, including on separatism
(https://cground.substack.com/p/who-is-the-most-typical-albertan) .

The discussions that lingered after our focus groups demonstrated to me that a lot of
Albertans don’t feel fully represented in Alberta, but they want to be. It’s on each of us and
our political leaders to better articulate the plurality of what it means to be an Albertan. No
one group of people living here owns that identity.

Finally, I want to say a sincere thank you to everyone who participated in our focus groups
and everyone who made them possible. As one participant said in giving feedback, “The
time slipped away quickly and I left feeling renewed optimism for Alberta’s political future.”

I feel the same way.
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featured sponsor 089

See the 2025 Writers’ Trust Winner Live

(https://chancentre.com/events/leanne-betasamosake-simpson/?

utm_ source=tyee)
Leanne Betasamosake Simpson. Photo by Zahra Siddiqui.

Winner of Canada’s largest prize for non-fiction for Theory of Water, Leanne Betasamosake
Simpson is a Michi Saagiig Nishnaabeg author, musician and scholar.

In Theory of Water, Simpson artfully weaves Nishnaabeg stories with her own thoughts and lived
experience — and offers a vision of water as a catalyst for transformation, today and into our shared
future.

Whether onstage or on the page, Simpson invites audiences into layered worlds where Indigenous
ways of knowing become powerful acts of resilience, care and opportunity.

See one of this country’s most compelling and awarded writers live at the Chan Centre on Jan. 29.
Get your tickets here (https://chancentre.com/events/leanne-betasamosake-simpson/?
utm_ source=tyee).
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This is Exhibit 14" to the
. ' ' . Affidavit of Sheldon Sunshine
Canadians are 'fed up,' says Alberta lawyer leading Affirmed before me on January

delegation to Washington for statehood talks 14,2026

By Madison Colombo

Published March 06, 2025

o Nows TINA KAPPO
A Commissioner for Oaths
in and for Alberta
A Canadian lawyer is leading efforts to explore the possibility of Alberta joining the U.S., as President Donald Trump continmleommission expires Apl’i' 16, 20
push for closer ties with Canada’s energy-rich province. Appointee No. 0721854

"There’s literally hundreds of Albertans that are reaching out and volunteering to join our delegation," Jeffrey Rath said Thursday on
"FOX & Friends."

Rath and a small group of Albertans are planning to travel to Washington, D.C., to discuss potential pathways for Alberta, including
independence with economic ties to the U.S., territorial status, or full statehood.

He believes the movement will gain traction as dissatisfaction with Canada'’s federal leadership grows.

CANADIAN PREMIER THREATENS TO CUT OFF ENERGY TO US IN RESPONSE TO TRUMP TARIFFS: 'THEY NEED TO
FEEL THE PAIN'

"It's a steering committee of people that are looking to come to Washington on an exploratory basis and meet with a representative
appointed by President Trump,"” Rath explained.

"To explore the benefits of either Alberta becoming an independent sovereign nation with economic union to the United States,
becoming a U.S. territory, or pursuing full statehood."

Rath argues that Alberta, home to 4.9 million people and a major hub for oil, manufacturing, and construction, has little in common
with Canada'’s political elite.

"They’'ve completely lost their way," he said, criticizing Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s administration.
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, and President Donald Trump held a recent phone call, according to the White House.
(Getty Images)

"Trudeau and [former Bank of Canada Governor Mark] Carney, you know, are all wringing their hands over tariffs. They’re going to
be kicking Albertans in the teeth and bringing in a 21% carbon tax increase in April."

Rath claims that Albertans feel alienated from Ottawa’s policies and share more cultural and economic ties with Montana than with
the rest of Canada.

TOP CANADIAN OFFICIAL SLAMS TRUMP FOR TARIFF PLAN AS TRUDEAU LEAVES OFFICE: ‘YOU LOSE PROSPERITY’

"People in Alberta are fed up with being governed by idiotic politicians back in Ontario, that do not understand our province and do
not understand that culturally, we’re far more closely affiliated with our friends to the south in Montana, than we are with all of the
people in Ottawa," he said.

Canadian leaders have rejected the notion of Alberta leaving the country. Trudeau reaffirmed Canada’s sovereignty, telling reporters
there is "not a snowball’s chance in hell that Canada will ever be the 51st state."

Rath, however, believes Alberta should have the right to choose its own future. He and other local leaders are drafting a proposal to
present to Trump’s administration, urging the U.S. to support Alberta’s push for self-determination.

CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP

"Please support Alberta self-determination. Promise that to Alberta in the same way you promised it to Greenland. We'll be an
excellent partner to the United States and we’ll all prosper," Rath said.

Madison is a writer for Fox News Digital on the Flash team.
Print Close
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“On Rachel Parker, Rachel is joined by Alberta lawyer Jeffrey Rath who expl
efforts to organize delegates to travel to Washington, D.C. and pitch the Trui
administration on Alberta statehood. Rath responds to criticism that he’s a *
explains how regular Albertans can get involved.”

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef5jAmtFEro

Think of this as leverage towards Sovereignty.

A way to encourage discussion around the idea and help open the eyes of those who are ¢
Ask:

“What would Alberta have to gain?”

“Who would you rather answer to, Ottawa or Washington?”

“What does this look like for Alberta, regardless of WHO is in government 5, 10, 25 years fi
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Share this with your fellow Albertans and encourage them to submit their commitment to vc
Sovereign Alberta.

It’s all worth an open discussion among Albertans and those looking to the future and beyo
turmoil.

WHAT CAN ALBERTANS DO?

Register Your Intent To Vote “YES” in a Referendum for Alberta’s Sovereignty

Donate to help us protect Alberta’s sovereignty!

We appreciate all of the support you can give us as we work together for a Free, Prosperot
Alberta and for all who call Alberta home!
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I, Billy-Joe Tuccaro, of Mikisew Cree First Nation, in the Province of Alberta, SWEAR AND
SAY THAT:

1.

Since October 8, 2022, I have been the elected Chief of Mikisew Cree First Nation. I have

personal knowledge of the matters to which I hereinafter affirm, except where stated to be

based on information and belief, in which case I believe them to be true.

Mikisew Cree First Nation (“MCFN”) has a registered population of approximately 3000

members. Our ancestors entered into Treaty No. 8 in 1899 at Fort Chipewyan. Treaty 8 is a

sacred covenant of a special government-to-government relationship.

Our Nation is the largest in the oil sands area. We have suffered disproportionate impacts

from industrial development, authorized by Alberta, including on our peoples’ health. Since

1
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elected, I have committed to defend our Treaty and protect our peoples’ way of life that

was promised under Treaty No. 8.

We have nine reserves throughout what is now northern Alberta. Our Peace Point reserve is
in the Wood Buffalo National Park which is federal Crown land co-managed by Parks
Canada and, to an increasing degree, Mikisew Cree First Nation. WBNP includes Lake
Claire and Mamawi Lake. These lakes are the heart of the Peace Athabasca Delta (“PAD”)
and our homeland. Attached and marked as Exhibit “A” is a copy of the WBNP map, also

available here: https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/nt/woodbuffalo/visit/brochures.

I have reviewed the interviews from the Treaty and Aboriginal Rights Research (“TARR”)
Department project from MCFN Elders, most of whom have now passed on. These
interviews are one record of our oral histories. Almost all of these interviews mention the
promise of Treaty 8 that it would last as long as the sun shines, the rivers flow and grasses
grow. They also affirm our oral understanding that we only agreed to share the land do the
depth of a plough, i.e., “six inches”. Attached and marked as Exhibit “B” is the

transcription of Fred Courtoreille which is one example of these oral histories.

Another MCFN elder, Fred Gibot, provided a lengthy interview, which cannot be included
in whole with this affidavit. Gibot referred to WBNP as our land as follows: “The Wood
Buffalo Park is our land. This is where we grew up; where we are now is not our land.
When the white people want to fish in the Park they ask permission.” Gibot was asked the

following:

R. Lightning: That land which you say is yours, does it enter the Park boundary?

Mr. Gibot: Yes, our land was made to be part of the Park. It is like something siting
in the middle of a plate.[ ...]”

Another member Billy Simpson, interviewed on February 7, 1974, explained further.

Attached and marked as Exhibit “C” is a copy of Billy Simpson’s transcribed oral history.

Now, our community lives primarily outside the WBNP and around the hamlet of Fort
Chipewyan on two reserves. This is on the edge of Lake Athabasca, which is bisected by

the Alberta-Saskatchewan border.
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

In 2014-2015, wc led a petition 10 UNESCO to protect the PAD as the foundation for our
pcoples’ way of life. We have successfully advoeated for a WBNP Action Plan that

involves the federal and provincial governments inking action.

With the heart of our tervitory in WBNP, MCFN's ferritory also spans inlo Saskatchcwan
(like Lake Athabasca) and over the border into the most southemn parl of the Northwesl

Territlorics.

Under Canadian law, because of Treaty No. B, we atc “aboriginal pcoples” within the
meaning of scetion 35(1) of the Constitution Act, {982, and “bands” within the meaning of
the Indian Act, RSC 1985, ¢ -5 (the “Indian Acr”). We bold and exercise inherent,

aboriginal and Treaty rights which are protected under scction 35(1) of the Constitution
Act, 1982,

When our people entered Treaty 8, Crec (néhivaw) laws and governance systems operated.
These laws informed the Cree (néhiyaw) understanding of Treaty. Through our oral
histories and consultation with our members, we have understood that Treaty 8 ted us

together with non-Indigenous partners in a relationship with the Crown as our relations.

Our Cree government requires the Crown to carry forward the obligations and benefits of
the treaty relationship, and to represent non-Indigenous people in Treaty 8. Because of this
understanding of the Treaty relationship, Cree governments have even contested the
transfer of treaty obligations from the British Crown to the Canadian government, and in

tumn to Alberta in 1905 and over our lands and rcsourccs in 1930,

I make this affidavit in support of SLCN and MCFN’s intervention,

AFFIRMED bcfore me at _
in the Province of Alberta, wnis 1010 aay or
Ociober, 2025,

Cc

Billy-Joe Tuccaro

Pence or Notary Public in and lor Alberta
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Fred Courtoreille _-;»‘n./%d/

Answer: I will tell my story, as far back as 1 can remember since the war

. story in 1918, About my father of how, he worked, and travelledc Wwith the Indian
Agent. How the people were promised that is how he knew of this. The first
treaty that was to be made, the Indian Agent came and the people. There were
many red coats, about 500, that he came with. His name was Alexander Kastawekam
from Maritoba, That was where I was scared, my dad said, but anyway there were
lots of Indians also on one side, and they had guns and ammunition, and so did
the red coats. They had the preparation, just in case the Indian Chief said a
wrong word, and then hell would break out. They Chief stood with 4 councillers
beside him and someone came ft ward, said that the Indian Agent has four red
coats standing beside him also. He also had a sword around his waist and the
Indian also had a knife. Then they shook hands, and the Chief promised that he
.would give his land, for they were after him for four days to sign treaty.

But I will not give you my land, so you can farm the land. I will only give you
six inches deep of the land, that s how much I can give, 1f you are willing to
stay with the bargain. Then I will take your $5.00, he said. Then the Indian
Agent said, 1 am very glad you have said to me, and I will promise you, for as
long as the sun shines and the rivers runs and also the grass grow. When the
sun.stops and the rivers stop flowing and the grass stops growing, that my law
will change. That is what he was told.
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Name: Billy Simpson

Location: . Fort Chipewyan i

“Th;s s Exhior+ “c
Jo tue ACBdart f

Interviewed by: J. Deranger

Transcribed by: J. Deranger

Date Interviewed: February 7, 1974 Bl‘hy "\.E_ T“'“Ce—aro

Age: . 63 gwuﬂﬂ L!F"I’C rme aNn
Delgber | 6,225

J.D.: What is your name? d+ ﬁﬂlw‘f"‘ /f [z

B.S.: My name is Billy Simpson ' : '

J.D.: How 0ld are you?

B.S5.: I am 63 years oid. .

J.D.: Were you born in Fort Chip?

B.S.: Mo, I was born in Fort McKay. o

J.D.: Your grandfather or your dad, did they mention to you of how the ﬁgﬁrfljﬁr:4
treaty was signed? Can you tell me all that you can recollect from e
the recollections of the people that told you of how this treaty was Sl

signed? ' 0{(,51\0“11'
B.S.: Traditionaily, our people, young and oid, when our peopie men- /
tfoned to them of what concerned them as an important matter, they
1istened because it was a matter of importance. That {is vhat 1 was
taught to do is Tisten and when my father talked to us about the treaty,
I listened attentively to my father. “When 1 first heard about the
treaty, it was from my father," he had told me. "“The people who were
white were the commissioners who came to make the treaty with us. At
that time, we didn't have an official head man of any kind since ve
were 2lways not in a group, we attendad to our own privileges of sup-
port for our familes. Yet we were able to choose from the people ga-
thered before the actual negotiations, a man with considerable under-
standing of the concepts of negotiations. He was called Jonas Martin,
an elder. So the people had chosen him to represent us since wa were
convinced that he could negotiate our demands. ~

The commissioner was explaining the terms of the treaty,” "if we wanted
to take the treaty money" to the elder.”

Martin said, "If we take this treaty money, you will perhaps eventually
take away our land from us, since you are using the treaty money as a L
gimmick."

Commissioner said, "No, we will not take your land in exchange for the
treaty money. It was the Queen who has given you this money because
she had heard from informative sources that' you people were desperately
struggling to survive from the land with considerable hardships. She
has heard that the people of this region were starving. That is the
real reason why she has sent this ey, so you can make a living from '
e i "YVife *11 med ke Antorfored with hv anv H
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outSide sources that will prevent you from going about your daily ac-
tivities , Fishing, trapping and hunting for a living. Ko restrictions
of any kind will interfere with your way of 1ife. " You can trap, fish,
and hunt in any area you wish. You are free to go about your lifestyles.”
Martin said, "If we take this treaty money, perhaps this money that you T
are so desperately trying to give us keep us from our present 1jfestyle.
Perhaps from this money, as a gimmick, will prevent us from trapping,
fishing and hunting. Perhaps we will not be as free to do as we wish."

Commissioner: No, that's not the reason. Even if you take this money,
your Tifestyle will not be curtailed by any regulations, As long as the
sun shines and the river flows we will not make regulations that will
restrict you from trapping, fishing and hunting, as long as those el- Ay
ements that I have described are functioning, forever you are free to
do as you wish. Even those, the migration of many white people into

this country, they will not even take a blade of grass from you. They N\
will not even chop a branch from your land. '

Martin: The terms that you have described to us, that there will be
no restrictions of any kind to our lifestyles, no curtailment to pre- i
vent us from trapping, hunting and fishing, as you say, "as long as
the sun shines and the river flows" and forever. Then we will take
the treaty money.

After the treaty was signed, there was a big pow-wow.

After the first World War we Indians started migrating into the set-

tlement of Fort Chipewyan. Many young Indians were placed in the mission
that was Yun by the Roman Catholic Church. I was ome of those young

people. I was probably 12 years old then when my father tock me out

of the mission, when I was able to understand and reason for myself. It

was then my father had told me of the way the treaty wis signed and 1

have told you all I can recollect concerning the way the treaty was

signed.

It was shortly after this that we decided to take a reserve for means i
of trapping, fishing and hunting. My father was then a councillor
with Chief Cowen. When the treaty was made, as I told you, that there
was to be a migration of white people into the area, there will be i
probably many remembering that this is why we decided to take a reserve s
for our means of trapping, fishing and hunting.

It was also said in the agreed terms, that we can set aside a reserve
for trapping, hunting and fishing which pertains to our way of 1iving.
The area that we choose as land will not be bounded by miles and acres.
He are free to take the territory according to our demands of taking, |
since we are close to nature and the wildlife that roam the kand have
no established boundaries.

Our forefathers were told by the commissioner to take land as large as
they wish.

It was on these terms that when my father was councillor with Chief
Cowen. '

The land at that time that was asked by the Indians at that time, wish
to take for a reserve had an unlimited boundary.

At the point of Little Rapids to Peace Point to a point south of Fort
Smith ac the ri r to Peace Point running in a southerly direction
to the west of Lake Claire about 3.pr 5 miles into the interior to
Birch Mountain from there running in an easterly direction including
land alongside of Lake Claire and Mamawi back into the interior to
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about 20 miles, running to a point that intersects, the Ebarras River,
running in a northerly direction to the point of origin.

Now the cited territory at that time was too large for the government
to grant to the Indians. .

Now looking at the treaty again, the government clearly stated that
the site for a reserve that the people wish to choose will be granted -~ L
to them, but as we Indians had chosen the site, they appear not-wanting
to accept their part of the treaty agreement.

It was just too large a reserve according to the government.

As we keep asking for the reserve to this very day, the boundaries of
the original reserve kept getting smaller and smaller. RNow we don't

even think that the two sites are large enough to maintain our way H
of 1ife. .

Looking again at the treaty, there was no mention uf miles or acres

to a person. We were told to choose land that will maintain our way
of 1ife. The question of miles and acres was not mentioned. Taking
into considerations into account of this land, we wish to take as a
reserve was mentioned to us when I first left the mission.
Traditionally we were always the original inhabitants of the territory
we wish to take as a reserve, since it pertains to our traditional

lifestyle. The inhabjtants who inhabited the territory were there
mentioned belonged to the Cree nation of that time, since they had

maintained their way of life in the tarritory we wish as a reserve.

In that traditional Tifestyle, no one was staggering around as they

do today because of drinking. They lived in their traditional lifestyle

the settlement of Fort Chipewyan was when they came to get their treaty

money along with the provisions, tea, bacon, tobacco, bullets and lead

They then immediately went back to their traditional ways, of fishing |

and hunting, till early fall. They once again came back to Fort Chip- l*{
They don’t come back to the settlement until Christmas. After Christ-

mas they returned back in their ways of living off the land ti1l early
forefathers had raised their children by this means of lifestyle, from

fishing, hunting and trapping.

rights to the land. The land was inhabited by Chipewyans and Crees. )
The Indians did not go beyond the jmaginative boundaries, They trapped L{F

100 years before I was born. Al1 the territory that 1 have previously
I know from historic facts, we are the original owners of that land.
of hunting, trapping and fishing. Thay only time they even came to
7
to make buckshot.
ewyan to get supplies, for the winter trapping.
"~ spring to get some supplies for the suymmer months. Traditionally, our
Since we are the original inhabitants of the Yand, we hava the aboriginal
hunted and fished in the area that they were quite familiar with.

-

J.D.: The people lived at Catfish camping site?

B.5.: Yes, they 1ived at the Catfish camping site. They had lived in
two other areas also, Little Rapids and Sweetgrass which is now the
Wood Buffalo National Park before the Park was even there. As a young H
man [ had hunted ducks and fished for a 1living. Then thera were no
buffaloes and white men.

J.D.: Now that we have three locations of where the Indians Tived,
how far north, east, south and west did they trap, hunt and fish?

B.S.: Where at the present timesSnowbird lives along in a southwesterly
direction from the community of Fort Chipewyen approximately 35 miles.
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The “people had trapped, hunted and fished around Lake Clair and Mamawi f
as far back into the interior to the Birch Mountains. The people

who lived at Little Rapids had also trapped, hunted and fished around,
Lake Clair back into the interior as far back to the Birch Hountain
and Birch River.

We lived at Jackfish Creek. We hunted, trapped and fished up tv the
Cariboo Mountains, Also from Peace Point, we trapped and huntad to the
Cariboo Mountains. -

J.D.t How far north did these people 1iving in this area trap and L
hunt towards the north?

B.5.: Some of the people “iving around Peace Point and Jackfish Creek
had trapped-and hunted and fished in a northerly direction as far as

Fort Smith. "~ The people from Fort Smith had also hunted, trapped

and fished in a southerly direction. The two groups of people had at
times met each other in the wilderness. I must also mention the fact
that the people from Fort Smith had also trapped and hunted in a westerly
direction as far as Cariboo Mountains. ‘

J.D.: You have told me some of the most important points concerning
aboriginal rights. If you have any more important points to tell me,
I will tape them. )

B.S.: What I have told you was mentioned to me by my father. OQther
than that we considered as important, I can't think of any.

But how I raised my children was by means of trapping, hunting and fishing.
My youngest boy is now 19 years old. I have raised him by méans of
hunting, trapping and fishing ti11 he was 1] years of age. There was no
wel fare at that time. 1 had raised my family by means of trapping, hunting
and fishing. Many families have also raised their family the same way I
did.

Therefore the land that we Ynhabit is rightfully ours. It dozsn't belong
to the buffalo and it doesn't belong to tha white people since w2 are

the original inhabitants of the land. We have the aboriginal rights of
the land to claim as ours. It belongs to both the Cree tribe and the
Chipewyan tribe.

J.D.: ‘In 1922 the government was mada aware of the fact that the Indians

of Fort Chipewyan had wanted a reserve for hunting, trapping and fishing.

The land that is now Wood Buffalo Mational Park south of the Peace River

fn 1922 was not yet a Park, it only became a park in 1926. Was this

mentioned to you by any of the elders? )

B.S.: One elder had told me of this, His name was Pierre Whitehead.

He was a chief. The land was loaned to the government for the buffaloes.

This was mentioned to me by Philip Gibot. It seemed to me that the

land was given to them, but apparently it was just loaned to them. After

5 years, the population of the buffalo grew in size. It was at this time

the government (federal) had, as the provincial government for the land

south of the Peace River and north of the Peace River is the old buffale

park, the provincial government has also loaned the federal government

the land south of the Peace River for the Wood Buffalo National Park.

Now that land is also filled with buffalo as far as the 27th base line.
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I, Darcy Lindberg, of Victoria, British Columbia, AFFIRM THAT:

1. I am an assistant professor at the University of Victoria. I hold a PhD from the Faculty of
Law at the University of Victoria, and my area of expertise is néhiyaw (Cree) law and

governance, néhiyaw treaty making, and Indigenous laws generally.

2. My previous and current research is focused on néhiyaw (Cree) law, néhiyaw treaty
making, the relationship between néhiyaw law and the Canadian constitution, and ecological
governance practices through Indigenous laws generally. My master thesis explored ceremonies
and néhiyaw governance. My doctoral research focused on néhiyaw constitutional and legal
traditions in an ecological context and their implication on the treaty relationship between

Canada and the néhiyawak (Cree people). Aside from my thesis and dissertation I have written
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various academic articles and book chapters on néhiyaw law specifically and Indigenous laws

generally.

Through my academic work I have developed several courses involving néhiyaw law. This
includes a course that comparatively examines néhiyaw constitutional traditions and Canadian
constitutional law, a course on Indigenous treaties and treaty making, and a course on Indigenous
legal orders and ecological governance. Attached as Exhibit “1” to this affidavit is a list of

education and academic work relevant to this area of expertise.

3. On October 1, 2025, I agreed to be retained by O’Kelly Law as an expert witness to

provide, in the short time frame available, the research and context on the following:

a. The relationship between the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree, including around
Treaty.

b. The Cree (néhiyaw) laws and governance systems that operated at the time of Treaty-
making in 1876 and 1899.

c. Based on these laws and governance systems, the Cree understanding of the Treaty
relationship.

d. Does Cree law and/or governance systems contemplates how the Treaty relationship
may be altered or amended?

4. In this affidavit, I am focusing on these legal principles within Cree law: wahkdtowin,
witaskéwin, pastdhowin and pastamowin and their roles in legitimizing and structuring treaty
making by Cree peoples in Treaty 6 and Treaty 8. For ease of review, I will primarily use the

term Cree for néhiyaw but acknowledge both can be used interchangeably.

5. I certify that I am aware of my duty as an expert witness to assist the Court and not to be
an advocate for any party. I have made this affidavit and have given this written testimony in
conformity with that duty. If I am called to give further testimony, it will be in conformity with

that duty.

PART A: The legal, cultural and social relationship between the Plains Cree and the
Woodland Cree
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6. The Plains Cree (paskwawiyiniw) and the Woodland Cree (sakawiyiniw) are distinct but
interrelated sub societies of the Cree (or the néhiyawak) in Alberta and Saskatchewan. The
Plains Cree inhabit the southern to central part of the province of Alberta. The Woodland Cree
inhabit the northern areas of Alberta. While the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree are recognized
as distinctive, individual sub-societies of the néhiyawak, there are shared legal, cultural, and
linguistic practices between the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree. Aside from shared cultural,
legal, and linguistic practices, the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree also have parallel and often
intertwined histories. Both speak the same dialect of néhiyawewin, or the Cree language. They
also share laws, rules, principles and practices that structure the Cree legal system and Cree

governance generally.

7. While distinctions between the sub-societies are often made on geography, in many areas
there is no bright distinction between the Woodland Cree and the Plains Cree, in terms of
political and legal identity or citizenship. In particular, the area near the border of Treaty 6 and
Treaty 8 territory have historically and contemporarily been a mixed Plains Cree/Woodland Cree

territory.

8. Cree law (néhiyaw wiyasowewina), Cree culture and Cree social practices have all
ensured deep relationships between the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree, as they are modeled on
a fluid kinship structure. This means that the Woodland Cree and Plains Cree societies have
always been intermarried and thus have long-lasting kinships between each sub-society. The
term ‘tribe’ — historically ascribed to First Nations in Canada - does not reflect how Cree Nations
are complex in ethnic, linguistic, social, and cultural make up. As Rob Innes notes:

“The non-specific definitions of “tribe” are problematic because of ‘“the

confounded idea that a tribe is at one and the same time, an ethnic unit, a linguistic

unit, a territorial co-residence unit, a cultural unit and societal unit. ... Seldom are

these units discretely bounded and correlative in membership composition.” (Innes,
2012 at 126).

9. Fluid kinship, rather than political identity or ethnic unity, is the defining feature of Cree

social ordering. As Patricia Albers notes:

“The historical situation of the Plains Cree, Assiniboine and the Ojibwa did not
conform to typical tribal models where territories were divided, claimed and
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defended by discrete ethnic groups, nor did it fit descriptions in which political
allegiances were defined primarily in exclusive ethnic terms...What appears to
have been more important in defining the geopolitics of access to land, labor and
resources were social ties based on ties of kinship and sodality in their varied
metaphoric extensions and expressions.” (Albers, 1996 at 91).

10.  While the placement of the Woodland Cree and Plains Cree on reserves has amplified the
artificial binary of the distinctiveness of each sub-society, the practice of fluid kinship between

the two has continued since treaty.

11. The fluid kinship between the Woodland Cree and Plains Cree had implications in the
lead up to both the making of Treaty 6 and Treaty 8. Each treaty was not made in a vacuum;
Cree people had knowledge of treaty making among themselves and generally had knowledge of
the treaties that were previously made with the Crown. The fluid kinship between the Woodland
Cree and Plains Cree meant that Woodland Cree people were aware of the oral terms and
promises made in the creation of Treaty 6. Cree peoples within Treaty 8 territory had knowledge
of the terms of Treaty 6 and expected similar terms. J. A. Macrae, Secretary of the Department
of Indian Affairs Inspector during the making of Treaty 8, wrote to Treaty commissioner
McKenna about this expectation:

“[TThe Wood Crees and halfbreeds around Lesser Slave Lake who are closely

connected with some of the Edmonton Indians may be found imbued with an

intention to demand all those things which the Crees from the South always claim

they were promised, and blame the Government for not embodying in the written

treaty, asserting that they were amongst the terms” (McCormack, 2010 at 162).
12.  Patricia McCormack notes that treaty knowledge in Treaty 8 from the dealings of Treaty

6 was widespread:

“Treaty No. 8 was negotiated twenty-three years after Treaty No. 6 and fourteen
years after the Northwest Rebellion. During this interval, northern Aboriginal
people had learned a great deal about how the Government of Canada dealt with
treaty Indians and Métis. Many had personal experience through their own travels
to Edmonton, St. Albert, and other southern locations. They also learned about
conditions in the south from the Métis freighters who travelled regularly between
north and south...Northern Aboriginal people knew the terms of Treaty No. 6,
whose northern fringe bordered their homeland, as many were personally
acquainted with people in that treaty region” (McCormack, 2010 at 162).
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13.  Despite these impacts of the reserve system and treaty alignment, the practice of fluid
kinship between the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree has operated since time immemorial and
continues to this day. And despite their contemporary distinctiveness as autonomous political
governments, the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, Mikisew Cree Nation, and the Onion Lake Cree
Nation have shared legal, cultural, political and governmental principles and practices that

structure their distinctive day-to-day governmental and inherent governance practices.

14.  While distinctions do exist, the making of Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 has artificially amplified
the distinctiveness of the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree. The continuation of fluid kinship
practices since treaty making has ensured a measure of uniformity in Cree legal thought
regarding both treaties. So, while Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 may be distinctive treaty events, the
lawful basis for Cree people entering either treaty, and the legal and governmental principles that
have structured the treaty relationship since, are shared between the Plains Cree and Woodland

Cree.

15.  As contemporary institutions of Cree governance, First Nation leadership from Treaty 8
and Treaty 6 continue to foster political alliances based on the historic fluid kinship practices.
For example, the Onion Lake Cree Nation in Treaty 6 and the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation in
Treaty 8 have entered into an alliance to protect, preserve, enhance and advocate for their
collective treaty rights. The shared understandings of Cree law with regard to treaty making

allow for this alliance.

PART A: References

Robert Alexander Innes. “Multicultural Bands on the Northern Plains and the Notion of ‘Tribal’
Histories,” In Finding a Way to the Heart: Feminist Writings on Aboriginal and Women's
History in Canada. Eds. Jarvis Brownlie and Valerie Korinek. (Winnipeg: University of
Manitoba Press, 2012) 123-145.

Patricia Albers. “Changing Patterns on Ethnicity in the North Eastern Plains” in History, Power,
and Identity: Ethnogenesis in the Americas, 1492-1992, ed Jonathon Hil (Iowa City: University
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Patricia McCormack, Fort Chipewyan and the shaping of Canadian history, 1788-1920s : we
like to be free in this country.” (Vancouver, UBC Press, 2010)
https://doi.org/10.59962/9780774816700

PART B: Cree (néhivaw) law and governance systems in operation during the treaty-

making periods of 1876 and 1899.

16.  Néhiyaw wiyasowewin (Cree law) has been in operation since time immemorial. It has
managed the operation of néhiyaw pimatisiwin (Cree way of life) and has informed and guided
international relations that Cree people have had with other peoples, nations, and states. Cree law
managed and guided the making of treaty with the Crown in the events of Treaties 6 and 8. From
my research, education and experiences with Cree law, there are distinctive legal principles that
guide and structure Cree ways of living. These principles were in operation before, during and

after the treaty-making periods of 1876 and 1899, and have been in operation ever since.
Wiahkétowin

17.  The primary principle that structures the treaty relationship between Cree peoples and other
nations and societies is wahkotowin. The common translation for wahkotowin is ‘to relate to, or
kinship’. It is the overarching law that governs Cree relations on multiple levels. Depending on
the contexts of the relationship, wahkdtowin is in operation in kinship between individual to
individual in a family context, between family and family in a Nation, clan, or intersocietal
context, and between government to government in a nationhood or inter-societal context.
Harold Cardinal, Cree leader from Treaty 8, notes that wahkotowin “is one of the most
comprehensive doctrines of law among the Cree people and contains a whole myriad of subsets
of laws defining the individual and collective relationships of Cree people.” (Cardinal, 2007 at
74) Cardinal also notes that “[t]hese laws establish the principles that govern the conduct and
behaviour of individuals within their family environment, within their communities, and with
others outside their communities.” (Cardinal, 2007, at 74) Cardinal and Walter Hildebrandt note
that wahkotowin sets out: “rules and laws that prescribe and proscribe conduct covering a wide
range of relationships” and that these rules and laws “are comprehensive in that they contain
detailed codes of behaviour, setting out what is prohibited, what is encouraged, the values that

are to be respected and followed in each set of relations.” (Cardinal and Hildebrandt, 2000 at 34).

260


https://doi.org/10.59962/9780774816700

007

The centering of kinship is vital in the operation of wahkd&towin as it ensures a proper

relationship between two entities.

18. At the time of treaty making (1876 and 1899) wahkotowin was the primary governing
principle that organized Cree societies, the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree included. The
general structure of Cree communities at the time was based on kinship; individual families and
larger family clusters made up nations/tribes under the leadership of an okimaw (or leader) or
okimawak (leaders). Wahkotowin, with its inherent sub laws and rules, ensured good living in

these communities.

19.  This government and governance model was recognized in the making of Treaty 6 and
Treaty 8. The Cree leaders who negotiated and made Treaty 6 were representing the collection
of families that followed their leadership. This is the primary reason that Treaty 6 and Treaty 8
required multiple treaty events in their making. For example, Treaty 6 had two primary signing
events at Fort Carleton and Fort Pitt in the fall of 1876, and multiple events of adhesion to the
treaty by Cree peoples since. Similarly, Treaty 8 required 6 initial events of treaty and multiple
events of adhesion ever since. This history is reflective of the operation of Cree governance at
the time. Governmental authority was spread across an interrelated network of governmental
leaders across Cree territory. These governmental leaders were given legitimacy through

wahkdtowin; they were acting as representatives of their kin.

20.  Patricia McCormack notes that kinship, or wahkdtowin, was open and visible as a

governance model in Fort Chipewyan in the lead up to Treaty 8:

“People of town and bush were also joined by ties of kinship, marriage, and
friendship. They were two halves of a regional population, and then, as now,
nearly every person could trace a genealogical relationship to virtually everyone
else....Mary Lawrence, who moved to Fort Vermilion with her husband, Fred, in
1898, recalled many instances when Aboriginal people called her by a kinship
term: “You see, the Indian considers it bad manners to address anyone by his
actual name and avoids this by using some term of family relationship” (Fort
Vermilion 2008:20). But this practice was more than good manners; every kinship
term denoted a status and an associated role or behaviour.” (McCormack, 2010 at
127).
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21. The practice of fictive kinship is often employed when there are no natural familial ties to
place individuals or institutions within a kinship order. As McCormack notes:

“Fictive kinship ties articulated other relationships. For example, the men who

worked together on the boats called one another nistow, the Cree (male-speaking)

term for brother-in-law, which implies a cooperative relationship. (McCormack,

2010 at 127).
22. The term fictive kinship has been used to describe government-to-government relations
in other treaty relationships. For example, the decision in Restoule v. Canada (Attorney
General), 2018 ONSC 7701 recognizes the significance of a fictive kinship between the
Anishinaabe and the Crown in the making of the Robinson-Huron Treaty and Robinson-Superior
Treaty. Fictive kinship is an apt analogy for the Cree-Crown relations via treaty. Wahkdtowin, in
a government-to-government context, realizes the analogous elements of the metaphor as it

provides material obligations for members of the treaty.

23.  And while there are relatively few Cree First Nations that have, today, turned to written
constitutions to express and publicize their fundamental laws, wahkotowin and kinship are
recognized as the internal governing structure for those that do. For example, Sawridge First

Nation, a Treaty 8 First Nation, acknowledges kinship governance in its written constitution:

“1. Family is the foundation of our Community...

2. We continue to live in family-based communities in the territory which we
have occupied since time immemorial.” (Sawridge First Nation, 2025)

Witaskéwin

24. A supporting principle of wahkotowin within Cree law is witaskéwin. Witaskéwin
translates into ‘living on the land together’ or ‘living in peace together’. Cree elders will often
refer to witaskéwin as neighborliness. Another interpretation of the term is when “peoples
establish relationships that are to be governed by the laws of wahkotowin and which are reflected
in the kind of land-sharing arrangements created between the parties.” (Cardinal and

Hildebrandt, 2000 at 41)

25. Like wahkotowin, witaskéwin guides differing levels of relationships. In a family-to-

family context, it ensures a measure of neighborliness that is based on respect, aid, and support
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when members of each family require it. In a community-to-community context, it ensures good
relations when territories are shared or are bordering each other. In a government-to-government
context, it creates firm responsibilities on land-sharing, respect for each government’s autonomy,

and binds each government a relationship based on political respect and renewal.

26. It is commonly understood among Cree peoples that treaties with the Crown created a
relationship based in witaskéwin as treaty making inherently involves the operation of the
principle. The treaties with the British Crown in 1876 and 1899 are not the only examples
witaskéwin from that period. Around 1867, the nc¢hiyawak made treaty with the niitsitaapi
(Blackfoot peoples) based on witaskéwin. This treaty event occurred at what is now known as

the City of Wetaskiwin, whose name memorializes the treaty event.

27.  In the Treaty 8 context, Cree peoples were practicing witaskéwin prior to the treaty with
the Crown as well. The ancestors of the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation and the Mikisew Cree First
Nation utilized the principles of witaskéwin in treaties with other Indigenous nations. In
particular, the ancestors of the Sturgeon Lake First Nation and the Mikisew Cree Nation made
treaty with the Dene. (Lamothe, 1996 at 10) The Peace River derives its name from this treaty
event. The location of this treaty event is Peace Point, an area within a reserve of Mikisew Cree
First Nation. The Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation acknowledges this treaty as part of its history as
well (Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, 2025).

Pastahowin and pastimowin

28. Within Cree law, the breaking of a law, standard or boundary is understood as
committing pdstahowin. Its literal translation means to step over a boundary or a “transgression,
or breach of natural order” (Wolvengrey, 2011 at 177). Pastdhowin’s common understanding is
breaking laws, or transgressing outside of the boundary’s individuals, families, societies and
governments are entitled to. It is also understood to be “stepping over” or breaking laws against
other human beings. (McAdam, 2014 at 43) or “going outside the boundaries you are entitled
to.” (Laboucane-Benson et.al, 2012 at 14) In the context of wahkotowin, it is commonly
understood that a person creates a situation of pastahowin by not fulfilling obligations according

to the kinship or relationship they are obligated to.
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29. A related principle is pastamowin. It is thought of as a sub-law of pastdhowin.
Pastamowin is speech oriented, as it refers to “a verbal law that addresses the use of language

against human beings; misfortune provoked specifically by speech” (McAdam, 2014 at 213)

30. In summary, there are various legal principles related to treaty making within néhiyaw
pimatisiwin, the most significant being the principles of wahkotowin (the governance and law of
being related), witaskéwin (living on the land together or neighborliness), pastahowin
(overstepping boundaries or transgressing a natural order) and pastimowin (transgressions
through speech). These principles are reinforced through their practice within the treaty
relationship, through protocol and ceremonies, and are passed down through oral treaty stories

and oral traditions generally.

PART B: References

Harold Cardinal, Nation Building as Process: Reflections of a Nihiyow (Cree), DePasquale (ed.),
Natives and Settlers Now and Then (Edmonton: University of Alberta Press, 2007) at page 74.

Harold Cardinal &Walter Hildebrandt, Treaty Elders of Saskatchewan: Our Dream is That Our
Peoples Will One Day Be Clearly Recognized as Nations (Calgary: University of Calgary Press,
2000) at 34.

Sawridge First Nation, “Constitution of the Sawridge First Nation” (12 October 2025), online
(Sawridge First Nation website): https://sawridgefirstnation.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/Sawridge-Constitution.pdf

Patricia McCormack, Fort Chipewyan and the shaping of Canadian history, 1788-1920s: “we
like to be free in this country.” (Vancouver, UBC Press, 2010) at 162.
https://doi.org/10.59962/9780774816700

Restoule v. Canada (Attorney General), 2018 ONSC 7701, para. 43-44.

Rene M.J Lamothe, “It Was Only a Treaty”: Treaty 11 According to the Dene of the Mackenzie
Valley, (12 October 2025), online (Government of Canada):
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/bcp-pco/Z1-1991-1-41-154-eng.pdf

Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, “Revealing Roots: Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation’s Historical Journey”
(12 October 2025), online (Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation website):
https://www.sturgeonlake.ca/history/

264


https://sawridgefirstnation.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Sawridge-Constitution.pdf
https://sawridgefirstnation.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Sawridge-Constitution.pdf
https://doi.org/10.59962/9780774816700
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/bcp-pco/Z1-1991-1-41-154-eng.pdf

011
11

Arok Wolvengrey, néhiyawéwin:itwéwina: Cree to English, English to Cree Dictionary (Regina:
University of Regina Press, 2011) at 177.

Sylvia Saysewahum McAdam, Nationhood Interrupted: Revitalizing Néhiyaw Legal Systems
(Saskatoon: Purich Publishing, 2014)

Patti Laboucane-Benson et. al, “Are we Seeking Pimatisiwin or Creating Pomewin? Implications
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PART C: Cree law and governance and the treaty relationship:

31. In my opinion, the operation of legal principles described above created a governmental
kinship between the Crown and Cree peoples during the making of Treaty 6 and Treaty 8, based
primarily on the principle of wahkotowin. Cree governments have relied upon and have acted in
obligation to this governmental kinship since. This governmental relationship is supported by
witaskéwin. As these legal principles apply to Crown-Cree governmental relations through
treaty, there is an overarching obligation to not commit pastahowin or pastimowin in the treaty

relationship.

32. In my experience and research, this is a commonly held and widespread understanding
that a governmental kinship obligates the Crown to these principles. Wahkotowin sets the bounds

of this relationship, as Harold Cardinal notes:

“When we talk about treaty, for example, from a Cree perspective, we are talking
about a fundamental Cree doctrine of law called Wa-koo-towin, the laws
governing relationships. Wa-koo-towin provided the framework within which the
treaty relationships with the Europeans were to function.

We have to be able to understand where the doctine of Wa-koo-towin comes from
and what role it played in the treaty-making exercise...T]hat was a practice that
our peoples had for eons of time, in terms of establishing relationships with each
other, with other nations.” (Cardinal, 2007 at 74-75)

33.  Based on comprehensive research with elders from First Nations in 1996, Harold

Cardinal and Walter Hildebrandt note a similar understanding of governmental kinship:
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For the Elders, the use of familial terms to describe the nature of the treaty
relationship meant, among other things, that the relationship between First
Nations and the Crown and their respective peoples would follow the rules and
laws governing what is called in the Cree language “wahkétowin” (good
relationships)....These rules and laws that prescribe and proscribe conduct
covering a wide range of relationships. They are comprehensive in that they
contain detailed codes of behaviour, setting out what is prohibited, what is
encouraged, the values that are to be respected and followed in each set of
relations.” (Cardinal and Hildebrandt, 2000 at 34)

34.  In the lead up to the treaty in what we now call or refer to as Alberta, Cree people viewed
the Crown as coming into the governmental relationship as governmental or political cousins.
Peter Waskahat from Frog Lake Cree Nation, utilizing Cree oral history about Treaty 6, states
that, “when this Treaty Commissioner [Morris] came here [in 1876], my Elder used to tell
me...he came here to offer himself to be our first cousin, line in Cree — niciwin.” (Cardinal and
Hildebrandt, 2000 at 34) Similarly, Harold Johnson addresses the Crown and non-Indigenous

peoples as political kin when he states:

“Kiciwamanawak, my cousin: that is what my Elders said to call you. When your
family came here and asked to live with us on this territory, we agreed. We
adopted you in a ceremony that your family and mine call treaty. In Cree law,
treaties were adoptions of one nation by another.” (Johnson, 2007 at 13)

35.  From my experiences and research with Cree peoples in Treaty 6 and Treaty 8, the
governmental kinship created by Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 is foundational in the day-to-day dealings
of Cree First Nations in these treaty territories. It is a commonly understood and widely known
outcome of treaty; it is trite and settled law in Cree communities. The supporting comments by
elders and academics in this affidavit simply express the common view of the treaty relationship
according to Cree law. Further, the governmental kinship created by treaty making has been

consistent since treaty was made in both instances.

36. The legal principle of witaskéwin is inherently involved in the treaties with the Crown.
As 1 discussed previously, Cree peoples from both Treaty 8 and Treaty 6 had prior treaty
relationships with other Indigenous nations. Witaskéwin is part of the legal tradition involved in
Cree treaty making. Aside from setting the bounds of the treaty relationship on the basis of
neighbor-like relations, witaskéwin has a territorial dimension. Just as the treaty with the Dene

set territorial rights and obligations around the Peace River and the treaty with the Blackfoot set
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territorial rights and obligations in Central Alberta around the Battle River, Treaty 6 and Treaty 8
did the same in Alberta and Saskatchewan. Or to put it another way, the concept of
governmental neighborliness involves territoriality that is beyond the Alberta provincial territory.
According to Cree, law a whole treaty territory must be considered in any legal action involving

the treaty.

37.  Pastadhowin plays a role in Cree treaties with the Crown. Fundamentally, any breach of
the treaty relationship, including the orally agreed upon terms, is committing pastahowin. Much
like a breach of the internal architecture of the Canadian constitution would fundamentally alter
Canada’s federalist state, in my opinion, committing pastdhowin on some of the foundational

structures of the treaty relationship would fundamentally alter Cree international governance.

38.  In summary, the principles of witaskéwin, wahkotowin, and pastahowin would have
informed Cree signatories’ actions in entering Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 and have guided the treaty
relationship since. Cree people entered Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 with their own legal processes,
legal principles, and treaty laws. With this came the expectation that the Crown would have the
ability to ensure the good living of the members of its society (namely European settlers) yet
would respect Cree autonomy over Cree society and Cree territory. There is an obligation within
nchiyaw pimatisiwin to fulfill these principles in the treaty relationship, and it was the intention
of Cree signatories that these principles guide the treaty relationship. The realization of the spirit
and intent of the treaty is of utmost importance to the néhiyawak as smoking of the pipe bound the
nation-to-nation relationship through sacred law and ceremony. These laws were entered into with
the Creator as the witness the solemn commitments made to one another which also included the
oral representations that are not captured in the written text of the Treaty. The principles of
witaskéwin, wahkotowin, and pastahowin are foundational to the spirit and intent of Treaty 6 and
Treaty 8.
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PART D: Cree law and governance and alterations, amendments or changes to treaty

relationships

39. Based on my research and experiences, from my observation it is an oral term of both

Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 that Cree people retained autonomy to practice Cree law and expected the
treaty relationship to be governed by Cree law. The overt assurances that Cree peoples would be
able to continue ‘a way of life’ signals that the foundational components of néhiyaw pimatisiwin
or Cree way of life were and are a significant component of the treaty relationship. Historical
records of the negotiations of Treaty 8 support this, including assurances of the maintenance of
the Cree “way of life” by Crown representatives in the lead up to Treaty 8. Historical records of
the negotiations of Treaty 6 support this, including assurances of the maintenance of the “Indian
way of life” by Crown representative. The Mikisew Cree First Nation, Sturgeon Lake Cree
Nation and Onion Lake Cree Nation would have understood the way of life promise as a
protection of Cree way of living. Or to put another way, the maintenance of a Cree way of life
was an oral but express term and promise of the treaty. The Cree laws that give structure to

nc¢hiyaw pimatisiwin are understood to be protected by the treaty relationships.

40. In my opinion, unilateral alterations, amendments, or otherwise changes to the treaty
relationship would be a fundamental breach of treaty, and of Cree law in general. It is a common
understanding that any change to treaty, without principled engagement in the fundamental
elements and processes of Cree treaty-making (namely a process that involves Cree
ceremonialism, and a deliberative process that would include representatives from all Cree
peoples in Treaty 8 and Treaty 6) would be creating and committing a pastahowin. Further, it is
my opinion that discussions, plans, intentions to break, change, amend or alter the treaty
relationship is creating a pastdimowin as it contemplating a transgression of Cree law through

speech.

41. Cardinal and Hildebrandt recognize that Treaty 6 “creatfed] a perpetual familial

relationship based on familial conception of wdahkohtowin (good relationships)” (Cardinal and
Hildebrandt, 2000 at 33) [emphasis added]. In my opinion, this is a widely accepted truth within

Cree communities and with Cree people regarding treaty. It is trite to say that Cree people
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believe the treaties will last ‘as long as the sun shines, the grasses grow, and the rivers flow’.
This metaphor denotes the perpetuity of the relationship and forms a basis of Cree governance

and each treaty’s special position within it.

42.  According to Cee law, the Creator is akin within this governmental kinship. As Cardinal
and Hildebrant note:

“The First Nations believe that the relationship is governed by divine laws that
define the relations between the Creator and what [they] created. The relationship
between the Creator and First Nations peoples is understood to be like that which
exists between the various members of a family and is thus governed by
wahkdtowin, laws detailing the duties and responsibilities which take effect for
each member of the family unit.” (Cardinal and Hildebrandt, 2000 at 18)

43. Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 are not bilateral relationships. It is a common understanding that

treaty is not only human-to-human legal relations but necessarily involve the Cree conception of

a Creator in the treaty. This impacts on the treaty relationship, as Danny Musqua notes:

“We have made a covenant with Her Majesty’s government, and a covenant is not

just a relationship between people, it’s a relationship between three parties, you

[the Crown] and me [First Nations] and the Creator” (Cardinal and Hildebrandt at

32)
44. A deep understanding or adherence to Cree spiritual practices is not necessary to
understand the significance of this belief regarding treaty. The infusion of Cree conceptions of a
Creator in the relationship signifies a greater legal force than Cree governments or Crown
governments. It’s a call to recognize a supremacy of the treaty relationship that moves it beyond

simple human alteration without careful engagement with the foundational elements and

processes of treaty. It certainly signals as standard beyond unilateral change or amendment.

45.  Further, it is my opinion that governmental kinship, by way of the familial relationship it
suggests, does not contemplate the unilateral replacement of one treaty partner with another. Or
to put another way, the Crown could not be replaced by a separate government, or government
representative. In the familial sense, it is impossible to replace an individual within a kinship
order. It makes even less sense for a unilateral exchange to occur. This would transgress Crown

treaty promises and certainly would be committing a pastdhowin. The replacement of a
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Part A: Introduction

1. T am an assistant professor at the University of Victoria. I hold a PhD from the Faculty of
Law at the University of Victoria, and my area of expertise My area of expertise is néhiyaw

(Cree) law and governance, n¢hiyaw treaty making, and Indigenous laws generally.

2. My previous and current research is focused on n¢hiyaw law, néhiyaw treaty making, the
relationship between néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina (Cree laws) and the Canadian constitution, and
ecological governance practices through Indigenous laws generally. My master thesis
explored ceremonies and néhiyaw governance. My doctoral research focused on néhiyaw
constitutional and legal traditions in an ecological context, and their implication on the treaty
relationship between Canada and the néhiyawak (Cree people). Aside from my thesis and
dissertation. I have written various academic articles and book chapters on néhiyaw law

specifically and Indigenous laws generally.

3. Through my academic work I have developed several courses involving néhiyaw law. This
includes a course that comparatively examines néhiyaw constitutional traditions and
Canadian constitutional law, a course on Indigenous treaties and treaty making, and a course

on Indigenous legal orders and ecological governance.

4. T’ve prepared this Report in relation to the citizen initiative petition in Alberta regarding a
referendum question on Alberta’ secession from Canada, and how this would impact treaties

in Alberta. This Report on néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina answers this question:

How would the néhiyaw (Cree) understanding of Treaty and néhiyaw (Cree) law
apply to Alberta unilaterally initiating a referendum on secession without First
Nations’ consent and/or without consultation from the Crown?

Summary Answer:

5. A unilateral initiation of a referendum on secession is a fundamental breach of the treaty,

and of néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina. From a néhiyaw perspective, the nation-to-nation relationship
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created by treaties is foundational to its continued operation. It is commonly understood that it is

a basic transgression of n¢hiyaw treaty law to act without involvement of all the treaty partners.

6. The expected duration of the treaty is in perpetuity or forever, as it is often understood to
continue “as long as the sun shines, the grasses grow, and the rivers flow.” Changes or
alterations to the treaty are not contemplated within néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina. This includes

unilateral change.

7. Treaty-making at the times of Treaty No. 6 (1876) and Treaty No. 8 (1899) was governed
by the core néhiyaw legal principles of witaskéwin (neighborliness as it pertains to living on the
land together) and wahkotowin (kinship). As described further in this opinion, wahkdtowin and
witaskéwin are distinctive néhiyaw legal principles whose operation are at times connected.
wahkotowin structures obligations at all levels of kinship, ranging from family-to-family to
Nation-to-Nation relations. It also enables obligations and responsibilities based on real or
fictive kinship. witaskéwin governs land-sharing, enables mutual aid and respect, and creates
ongoing obligations between neighbouring peoples and Treaty partners. A supporting principle
to these two is miyo wicéhtowin (the obligation of good assistance) that ensures obligations

towards mutual aid and respect are enacted in relations based on wahkotowin and/or witaskéwin.

8. These principles infer non-interference of each government in the other’s living on the
shared territories A unilateral alteration or dismantling of a treaty would be a serious
interference. These core néhiyaw legal principles are guided by the further principles of
pastahowin (overstepping lawful bounds) and pdasta@mowin (harm through speech), both of which
define transgressions and set out their consequences. Overstepping the bounds or failing to fulfill

obligations according to wahkdtowin, witaskéwin and miyo wicéhtowin create a pastdhowin.

9. Because Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 enabled political relationships between néhiyaw
governments and Crown governments based on witaskéwin (neighborliness) and wahkotowin
(kinship) treaty renewal is a foundational part of the treaty relationship. Further mutual respect

is an underlying term of treaty as well, that calls for either treaty partner to refrain from unilateral
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alterations or otherwise changes to the treaty relationship as contemplated in 1876 and 1899

respectively.

10.  Based on the néhiyaw legal principles and processes, there is no contemplation of
unilateral change or deviation from the promises and assurances made at the treaty negotiations.
Unilateral alteration would constitute a pastdhowin. According to néhiyaw understandings of
treaty making, treaty is made in accordance with néhiyaw sacred processes and sacred law. For
example, it is a common refrain within néhiyaw societies that only the Creator can alter the
treaty relationship. This suggests that any alteration, if possible, can only be achieved through
deep engagement with néhiyaw legal processes, including those that are guided by and include
néhiyaw sacred processes. Alberta’s proposed referendum process fails to seek First Nation

consent, and falls fundamentally short in according itself with néhiyaw legal processes.

11. To expand on this summary answer, this Report is organized in the following structure
below:

e Part B: néhiyaw legal principles involved in Treaty making

e Part C: néhiyaw legal principles in Treaty 6 and Treaty 8

e Part D: néhiyaw law and alterations of Treaty

e Part E: Conclusion

Note that this Report uses the term ‘néhiyaw’ primarily for the term ‘Cree’. Also note that it is
commonly accepted that néhiyawewin, or the Cree language, does not use upper case letters.

This Report follows this practice.

PART B: Cree (néhivaw) Legal Principles Involved in Treaty Making

12. néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina have been in operation since time immemorial. It has managed the
operation of néhiyaw pimatisiwin (Cree way of life) and has informed and guided international
relations that néhiyawak (Cree people) have had with other peoples, nations, and states.
wiyasiwéwina managed and guided the making of treaty with the Crown in the events of Treaty No.
6 (1876) and Treaty No. 8 (1899). From my research, education and experiences with néhiyaw

wiyasiwéwina, there are distinctive legal principles that guide and structure Cree ways of living.
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These principles were in operation before, during and after the treaty-making periods of 1876

and 1899 and have been in operation ever since.

witaskéwin

13.  witaskéwin translates into “living on the land together” or “living in peace together.”
Fisher River Cree Nation historian Dr. Winona Wheeler notes that witaskéwin means to “to live
together on the land in harmony.”! néhiyaw elders will often refer to witaskéwin as
neighbourliness, even in a nation-to-nation context. Another interpretation of the term is when
“peoples establish relationships that are to be governed by the laws of wahkétowin and which are

reflected in the kind of land-sharing arrangements created between the parties.”?

14.  witaskéwin governs different levels of relationship. In a family-to-family context, it
ensures a measure of neighbourliness that is based on respect, aid, and support when members of
each family require it. In a community-to-community context, it ensures good relations when
territories are shared or border each other. In a Nation-to-Nation context, it creates firm
responsibilities on land-sharing, respect for each other’s autonomy, and binds each treaty partner

a relationship based on political respect and renewal.

15. Red Pheasant Cree Nation academic Dr. Shalene Jobin notes that witaskéwin, at a
community-to-community or nation-to-nation level, is a significant principle in terms of
international diplomacy.? In this respect the sub-principle of tipahamtitowin, meaning “treating
each other commensurately”, is significant.* It “is understood as an act which involves reciprocal
responsibilities to each other that must be fulfilled.”> The diplomatic dimensions of witaskéwin

are obviously relevant in relation to néhiyaw treaty making and Treaty 6 specifically.

! Winona Wheeler, “Reflections on the Social Relations of Indigenous Oral Histories in Ute Lischke and David
McNab (eds) Walking a Tightrope: Aboriginal People and Their Representations (Waterloo: Wilfred Laurier Press,
2005 at 189.

2 Harold Cardinal & Walter Hildebrandt, Treaty Elders of Saskatchewan: Our Dream is That Our Peoples Will One
Day Be Clearly Recognized as Nations (Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2000) at 41.

3 Shalene Jobin, “Cree Peoplehood, International Trade, and Diplomacy” (2013) 43:2 Revue Generale de Droit 599
at 624.

4 Ibid.
S Ibid.
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wahkotowin

16. A primary principle that structures the treaty relationship between néhiyawak and other
nations and societies is wahkotowin. The common translation for wahkdtowin is ‘to relate to, or
kinship’. It is the overarching and fundamental law that governs néhiyaw relations on multiple
levels. Depending on the contexts of the relationship, wahkotowin is in operation in kinship
between individual to individual in a family context, between family and family in a Nation,
clan, or intersocietal context, and between government to government in a nationhood or inter-
societal context. Sucker Creek First Nation leader and academic Dr. Harold Cardinal notes that
wahkotowin “is one of the most comprehensive doctrines of law among the Cree people and
contains a whole myriad of subsets of laws defining the individual and collective relationships of
Cree people.”® Cardinal also notes that “[t]hese laws establish the principles that govern the
conduct and behaviour of individuals within their family environment, within their communities,
and with others outside their communities.”” Cardinal and Walter Hildebrandt note that
wahkdtowin sets out: “rules and laws that prescribe and proscribe conduct covering a wide range
of relationships™ and that these rules and laws ‘““are comprehensive in that they contain detailed
codes of behaviour, setting out what is prohibited, what is encouraged, the values that are to be
respected and followed in each set of relations.”® The centering of kinship is vital in the

operation of wahkdtowin as it ensures a proper relationship between two entities.

17. At the time of making Treaty No. 6 (1876) and Treaty No. 8 (1899) wahk6towin was the
primary governing principle that organized néhiyaw societies, the Plains Cree and Woodland
Cree included.’ The general structure of néhiyaw communities at the time was based on kinship;

individual families and larger family clusters made up nations/tribes under the leadership of an

¢ Harold Cardinal, Nation Building as Process: Reflections of a Nihiyow (Cree), DePasquale (ed.), Natives and
Settlers Now and Then (Edmonton: University of Alberta Press, 2007) at page 74

7 Ibid.

8 Cardinal and Hildebrandt, supra note 2 at 34.

° The Plains Cree (paskwawiyiniw) and the Woodland Cree (sakawiyiniw) are distinct but interrelated sub societies
of the Cree (or the néhiyawak) in Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Plains Cree (paskwawiyiniw) inhabit the southern
to central part of the province. The Woodland Cree (sakawiyiniw) inhabit the northern areas of the province. While
the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree are recognized as distinctive, individual sub-societies of the néhiyawak, there are
shared legal, cultural, and linguistic practices between the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree. Aside from shared cultural,
legal, and linguistic practices, the Plains Cree and Woodland Cree also have parallel and often intertwined histories.
Both speak the same dialect of néhiyawewin, or the Cree language. They also share laws, rules, principles and practices
that structure the Cree legal system and Cree governance generally.
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okimaw (or leader) or okimawak (leaders). wahkotowin, with its inherent sub laws and rules,

ensured good living in these communities.

18. This government and governance model was recognized in the making of Treaty 6 and
Treaty 8. The néhiyaw leaders who negotiated and made Treaty 6 were representing the
collection of families that followed their leadership. This is the primary reason that Treaty 6 and
Treaty 8 required multiple treaty events in their making. For example, Treaty 6 had two primary
signing events at Fort Carleton and Fort Pitt in the fall of 1876, and multiple events of adhesion
to the treaty by néhiyaw peoples since. Similarly, Treaty 8 required 6 initial events of treaty and
multiple events of adhesion ever since. This history is reflective of the operation of néhiyaw
governance at the time. Governmental authority was spread across an interrelated network of
governmental leaders across néhiyaw territory. These governmental leaders were given

legitimacy through wahkotowin; they were acting as representatives of their kin.
Relationship between wahkotowin and witaskéwin

19.  While wahkotowin and witaskéwin can operate independently in many contexts within
néhiyaw life, in certain circumstances they are intertwined. Where wahkotowin sets the standard
of a relationship as either kin or kin-like, witaskéwin sets standards in how to live closely on the
land together. In a family-to-family or nation-to-nation situation, wahkotowin binds families or
governments in a kin-like relationship. witaskéwin and its neighborliness orientation obligates
sharing of lands and the resources within the lands to enable good living within each society.
witaskéwin also sets limits on families or governments; it obligates a party to refrain from

actions that would be harmful or detrimental to the other party to the kin relationship.

20. It is important to note that a relationship based on witaskéwin can exist where there is no
or a weaker kinship relation. witaskéwin is significant in those situations as it provides a base of
involuntary obligations on conduct to neighbors, such as peaceable relations and non-
interference. In the treaty context, witaskéwin implies involuntary obligations based on
neighborliness that potentially sets the stage for potential long-lasting kinship relationships, or

wahkotowin, to be discussed and settled.

witaskéwin and wahkotowin and the treaty relationship
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21. It is commonly understood among néhiyaw peoples that treaties with the Crown created a
relationship based in witaskéwin as treaty making inherently involves the operation of the
principle. The treaties with the British Crown in 1876 and 1899 are not the only examples
witaskéwin from that period. Around 1867, the néhiyawak made treaty with the niitsitaapi
(Blackfoot peoples) based on witaskéwin. The most well-known of the treaty events with the
niitsitaapi during this period occurred in 1867 at the site of the current town of Wetaskiwin in
central Alberta.'” The town gets its name from the witaskéwin event that occurred between the
néhiyaw and the niitsitaapi (Blackfoot) on a hill near the town around 1867.!" What precipitated
the 1867 treaty was the closeness that each nation had come to each other in search of buffalo.

This occurred just north of the kasakiykanitiwitihk or nétinito-sipiy (the Battle River).!?

22. According to oral history, the néhiyawak and niitsitapi each sent a person to scout and
observe where the other community was.!3 As it happened, both leaders approached the same
hills at the same time, surprising each other in their encounter. According to the oral accounts,
the two leaders decide to fight but also choose to do so unarmed. After fighting for a period, the
two leaders decide to take a break. During this pause, the néhiyaw and Blackfoot leader shared a
pipe. Realizing that the sharing of a pipe, according to néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina at least, instigates
a friendship, the two men stopped fighting and sought out the rest of their communities. This
caused a larger treaty relationship with each other with the intent of having peaceable,
neighborly relations with each other. For the néhiyawak, these hills since then have become
known as witaskéwin-sputinow, or the hills where we live on the land together. This treaty event
occurred at what is now known as the City of Wetaskiwin, whose name memorializes the treaty

event.

10 See Hugh Dempsey, Maskepetoon: Leader, Warrior, Peacemaker (Victoria: Heritage House Publishing
Company, 2010) at 184-5.

" Niitsitaapi is a term in the Blackfoot language.

12 See Paulina Johnson, E-kawdtiniket 1876 Reclaiming Néhiyaw Governance in the Territory of Maskwacis
through Wahkétowin (Kinship) (Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Western Ontario Graduate Program in
Anthropology, 2017) [Unpublished] at166.

13 Darcy Lindberg, Néhiyaw Askiy Wiyasiwéwina: Plains Cree Earth Law and Constitutional/Ecological
Reconciliation (Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Victoria, 2020) [unpublished] 1-11.
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23.

The principles of wahkotowin and witaskéwin were also utilized in treaties with the Dene

in woodland Cree territory. A treaty was concluded with the Dene at Peace Point, now known as

the Peace River.!* The Peace River derives its name from this treaty, making the river a

territorial boundary between the n€hiyawak and the Dene. Willie Okemow from Sucker Creek

First Nation shares the oral history of this treaty:

24.

You are of the fifth generation of Cree who moved into the boreal forest. About
five thousand Cree under the leadership of Kinusieou moved into the bush from
the South. They came over the Swan Hills (North-central Alberta today) and
down the Swan River valley to the South shore of Lesser Slave Lake. There were
five hundred and seventy warriors. They pushed the Dene North. There were three
battles. The Cree won the first two. The Dene won the third. The Cree retreated
south of the Peace River and called for talks. They explained to the Dene what
was happening in the South and how to survive the Cree needed clean land away
from small pox and other diseases. Although they won the war, the Dene agreed
to give the Cree all the lands South and East of the Peace River. Together the
Cree and Dene gave the river the name: Peace River. They accepted it as the new
boundary between their territories. '

As Liidly K¢ First Nation member Renee Lamothe notes about this treaty from the Dene

perspective:

Both Mrs. Antoine and Mr. Okemow said that after the third battle the Cree called
for a talk. They met near the present site of Fort Vermilion Alberta. The Cree
explained what was happening on the prairies. They spoke of the smallpox and
their need to get away from it. They spoke of the buffalo leaving and of their need
for land where they could survive. Although they won the war, the Dene gave the
Cree their lands to the south and east of the Peace River. Together, the Dene and
Cree accepted the river as the new boundary between their territories. They
renamed the river calling it Peace River as the sign of the peace which they had
negotiated. '

14 Rene M.J Lamothe, “It Was Only a Treaty”: Treaty 11 According to the Dene of the Mackenzie Valley, (12
October 2025), online (Government of Canada): https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/bep-pco/Z1-
1991-1-41-154-eng.pdf] at 10.

15 Ibid at 11.

16 Ibid at 36.
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25.  As Muskeg Lake Cree Nation scholar Sharon Venne notes about the perpetuity of this
treaty:

The Cree made a peace treaty with the Dene that is still in place. The Cree-Dene
Treaty concluded before the coming of the non-indigenous peoples was to
demarcate our territories. The demarcation is known as Peace River: north of the
Peace River is Dene land, and south of it is Cree territory. When I cross the Peace
River going north into Dene territory, I always give thanks to the Dene for letting
me come into their territory. I say a prayer to the Cree and Dene Elders who said
that we could travel in peace. This is the meaning of a peace treaty. It needs to be
lived. It is not an empty phrase or value; it is a living spirit.!”
26.  In this context, we see a land-sharing agreement that sets out each respective territory —

Dene territory and néhiyaw territory — in this arrangement.

pastahowin and pastamowin

27. The operation of the above principles was guided by other principles within néhiyaw law.
The breaking of a law, standard, or boundary is understood as committing pastdhowin. Its literal
translation means to step over a boundary or a “transgression, or breach of natural order.”!®
pastahowin’s common understanding is breaking laws, or transgressing outside of the boundaries
that individuals, families, societies and governments are entitled to. It is also understood to be
“stepping over” or breaking laws against other human beings.!” or “going outside the boundaries
you are entitled to.”?° In the context of wahkotowin and witaskéwin, it is commonly understood

that a person creates a situation of pastahowin by failing to fulfill obligations arising from

kinship or other relationships to which they are obligated.

28. A related principle is pastimowin. It is thought of as a sub-law of pastahowin.

pastamowin is speech-oriented, as it “refers to what someone has said which led to something

17 Sharon Venne, Treaties Made in Good Faith (2007) 34:1 Canadian Review of Comparative Literature 1 at 2-3
[endnotes omitted].

18 Arok Wolvengrey, Nehiyawéwin: Itwéwina ©"AY VA AU-Aa. Cree: Words: 25th Anniversary Edition
(University of Regina Press: Regina, SK, 2026). at 177.

19 Sylvia Saysewahum McAdam Nationhood Interrupted: Revitalizing Néhiyaw Legal Systems (Saskatoon: Purich
Publishing, 2014) at 43.

20 Laboucane-Benson et.al, “Are we Seeking Pimatisiwin or Creating Pomewin? Implications for Water Policy” 3:3
International Indigenous Policy Journal 1 at 14.
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undesirable happening or is blasphemous or dangerous speech thought to bring misfortune to the

speaker”?!

29.  pastahowin and pastdmowin bound intersocietal relationships. Where kinship
(wahkotowin), neighborliness (witaskéwin), and good assistance and aid (miyo wicéhtowin)
provide obligations that each party must follow, pastahowin and pastdimowin define where
violations occur when failing to live up to the responsibilities and obligations of the treaty
relationship. pastahowin and pastimowin describe what these transgressions are and what
consequences flow from them. To commit a pastdhowin or pastimowin is viewed within
nchiyaw law as creating hardship on yourself that will eventually result in retribution to yourself
and your family. There is an accumulative nature to pastadhowin and pastimowin: repeated

transgressions have cumulative negative effects on the parties within a relationship.

30.  In atreaty context, neighborliness helps explain the logic underlying this belief in
cumulative effects. If one person continues an action or conducts that benefits themselves but is
ultimately harmful to their neighbors, the cumulative harm is felt by all treaty parties. In this
way, pastahowin and pastdimowin serve as an accountability mechanism, not through direct
enforcement but of through a proactive duty to avoid the eventual harm. Or as néhiyaw law
professor and writer Sylvia McAdam (Saysewahum) states: [b]reaking these laws can bring

about divine retribution with grave consequences.”??

Part C: Cree legal principles in Treaty 6 and Treaty 8

wahkotowin and the Crown treaties

31.  In my opinion, the operation of legal principles described above enabled a nation-to-
nation kinship and neighborliness between the Crown and the néhiyawak during the making of
Treaty 6 and Treaty 8, based on the principles of witaskéwin and wahkotowin. néhiyaw
governments have relied upon and have acted in obligation to the wahkotowin between the

governments since. This governmental relationship is supported by witaskéwin. As these legal

2l McAdam, supra note 18 at 43.
22 Ibid at 43.
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principles apply to Crown-néhiyaw governmental relations through treaty, there is an

overarching obligation to not commit pastdhowin or pastamowin in the treaty relationship.

32.

In my experience and research, this is a commonly held and widespread understanding

that a governmental kinship obligates the Crown to these principles. wahkotowin sets the bounds

of this relationship, as Harold Cardinal notes:

33.

“When we talk about treaty, for example, from a Cree perspective, we are talking
about a fundamental Cree doctrine of law called Wa-koo-towin, the laws
governing relationships. Wa-koo-towin provided the framework within which the
treaty relationships with the Europeans were to function.

We have to be able to understand where the doctine of Wa-koo-towin comes from
and what role it played in the treaty-making exercise...T]hat was a practice that
our peoples had for eons of time, in terms of establishing relationships with each
other, with other nations.”?

Based on forums they held with elders from First Nations in 1996, Harold Cardinal and

Walter Hildebrandt note a similar understanding of governmental kinship:

34.

For the Elders, the use of familial terms to describe the nature of the treaty
relationship meant, among other things, that the relationship between First
Nations and the Crown and their respective peoples would follow the rules and
laws governing what is called in the Cree language “wahkotowin” (good
relationships).... These rules and laws that prescribe and proscribe conduct
covering a wide range of relationships. They are comprehensive in that they
contain detailed codes of behaviour, setting out what is prohibited, what is
encouraged, the values that are to be respected and followed in each set of
relations.”?*

In the lead up to the treaty in what we now call or refer to as Alberta, the néhiyawak

viewed the Crown as coming into the governmental relationship as governmental or political

cousins. Peter Waskahat from Frog Lake Cree Nation, utilizing néhiyaw oral history about

Treaty 6, states that, “when this Treaty Commissioner [Morris] came here [in 1876], my Elder

used to tell me...he came here to offer himself to be our first cousin, line in Cree — niciwin.

225

23 Cardinal supra note 6 at 74-75
24 Cardinal and Hildebrandt supra note 2 at 34.
% Ibid at 34.
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Similarly, Harold Johnson addresses the Crown and non-Indigenous peoples as political kin

when he states:

“Kiciwamanawak, my cousin: that is what my Elders said to call you. When your
family came here and asked to live with us on this territory, we agreed. We
adopted you in a ceremony that your family and mine call treaty. In Cree law,
treaties were adoptions of one nation by another.”?°

35. From my experiences and research with the néhiyawak in Treaty 6 and Treaty 8, the
governmental kinship created by Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 is foundational in the day-to-day dealings
of néhiyaw First Nations in these treaty territories. It is a commonly understood and widely
known outcome of treaty; it is trite and settled law in néhiyaw communities. The supporting
comments by elders and academics in this affidavit simply express the common view of the
treaty relationship according to néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina. Further, the governmental kinship

created by treaty making has been consistent since treaty was made in both instances.

witaskéwin, miyo wicéhtowin and the Crown treaties

36. The legal principle of witaskéwin is inherently involved in the treaties with the Crown.
As I discussed previously, néhiyaw peoples from both Treaty 8 and Treaty 6 had prior treaty
relationships with other First Nations. witaskéwin is part of the legal tradition involved in
néhiyaw treaty making. Aside from setting the bounds of the treaty relationship on the basis of
neighbor-like relations, witaskéwin has a territorial dimension. Just as the treaty with the Dene
set territorial rights and obligations around the Peace River and the treaty with the Blackfoot set
territorial rights and obligations in Central Alberta around the Battle River, Treaty 6 and Treaty 8
did the same in Alberta and Saskatchewan. Or to put it another way, the concept of
governmental neighborliness involves territoriality that is beyond the Alberta provincial territory.
According to néhiyaw law, a whole treaty territory must be considered in any legal action
involving the treaty. The principle of witaskéwin, or the law of neighborliness, was well
practiced. It is common knowledge within néhiyaw life that neighborliness, both governmental
and familial, was contemplated by the néhiyawak in making Treaty 6. For example, the jurists

summarized the testimony of the 40+ elders at Saddle Lake in October of 1983 as this:

26 Harold Johnson, “Two Families: Treaties and Government (Vancouver, UBC Press, 2007) at 13.
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The [Indigenous treaty partners] agreed to the sharing of the land for guaranteed

provisions to be included in the treaty. The [Indigenous treaty partners] realized

that they were not entering into a peace treaty: they were not at war and this treaty

was not terms of settlement between warring people. The Treaty arose out of the

desire of the British to open lands for settlement--with the [Indigenous treaty

partners] being prepared to share, subject to provisos.?’
Treaty 6 was not simply about maintaining a measure of civility with a neighboring nation where
there were contemporary hostilities with (like the Wetaskiwin treaty with the Blackfoot or the
Peace Point treaty with the Dene) but contemplated political and social life that would have a
measure of reciprocity, in terms of reliance on aid and respect for the differing ways of life
practiced by both societies at the time. witaskéwin was intended to operate at a government-to-
government level within Treaty 6. To do so, it requires respectful coexistence of néhiyaw and
Crown governments. Implicit within this is the recognition of each other’s autonomy, and

intertwined with miyo wicéhtowin, there are ongoing duties of assistance and restraint.

37. On this point, néhiyaw elder Gordon Oakes states that wicéhtowin, or the law of good

assistance, applies to a relationship based in witaskéwin:

And the relationships between wicihitowin and witaskéwin, they are all the same.

They all have the same connotation with respect to the relations of the land.?8
In this manner, wicéhtowin obligates the néhiyawak and the Crown to aid each other in each
respective society’s good living. The link to the land is significant in wicéhtowin and has
relevance in the Treaty 6 relationship. It was understood by the néhiyawak that assistance in
good living from the Crown would mean the Crown would refrain from using the land in a way
that would harm the good living of the néhiyawak. As both political kin (wahkdtowin) and
neighbors (witaskéwin), it was and is understood that each of the treaty parties would refrain

from harming or taking away from the ability of each to have a good living in Treaty 6 territory.

27 This gathering took place from October 24™ to 28", at Saddle Lake Cree Nation. It involved treaty elders and
other knowledge holders from across Treaty 6 territory conferencing at Saddle Lake Cree Nation. See
Confederation of Treaty 6 First Nations, Confederation of Treaty 6 First Nations, Summary of Treaty 6 Gathering at
Saddle Lake in 1983 at 57.

28 Cardinal and Hildebrandt, supra note 2 at 41.
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38.  What it means to be a good governmental neighbor, as is the expectation of the
néhiyawak of the Crown through witaskéwin, involves both expectations based on the oral
statements, promises, and assurances of Treaty 6 and Treaty 8, as well as the implicit duty to a
renewal of treaty relations. Any sharing of territory had to occur commensurately (via the
principle of tipaamititowin), with reciprocal responsibilities and benefits for both treaty partners.
A primary expectation is the support of the continued practice of néhiyaw pimatisiwin, or the
nchiyaw way of life.

pastahowin and Crown treaties

39.  pastahowin plays a role in néhiyaw treaties with the Crown. Fundamentally, any breach
of the treaty relationship, including the orally agreed upon terms, is committing pastahowin.
Much like a breach of the internal architecture of the Canadian constitution would fundamentally
alter Canada’s federalist state, in my opinion, committing pastdhowin on some of the
foundational structures of the treaty relationship would fundamentally alter néhiyaw international

governance.

Part D: Cree law and alterations of Treaty

40. In my opinion, unilateral alterations, amendments, or otherwise changes to the treaty
relationship would be a fundamental breach of treaty, and of néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina in general.
It is a common understanding that any change to treaty, without principled engagement in the
fundamental elements and processes of néhiyaw treaty-making (namely a process that involves
néhiyaw ceremonialism, and a deliberative process that would include representatives from all
nchiyaw peoples in Treaty 8 and Treaty 6) would be creating and committing a pastdhowin.
Further, it is my opinion that discussions, plans, intentions to break, change, amend or alter the
treaty relationship is creating a pastamowin as it contemplating a transgression of néhiyaw

wiyasiwéwina through speech.

41. Cardinal and Hildebrandt recognize that Treaty 6 “creat[ed] a perpetual familial

relationship based on familial conception of wahkohtowin (good relationships)” (Cardinal and
Hildebrandt, 2000 at 33) [emphasis added]. In my opinion, this is a widely accepted truth within
nc¢hiyaw communities and with néhiyaw people regarding treaty. It is trite to say that Cree

people believe the treaties will last ‘as long as the sun shines, the grasses grow, and the rivers
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flow’. This metaphor denotes the perpetuity of the relationship and forms a basis of néhiyaw

governance and each treaty’s special position within it.

42. According to néhiyaw law, the Creator is akin within this governmental kinship. As
Cardinal and Hildebrant note:

“The First Nations believe that the relationship is governed by divine laws that
define the relations between the Creator and what [they] created. The relationship
between the Creator and First Nations peoples is understood to be like that which
exists between the various members of a family and is thus governed by
wahkotowin, laws detailing the duties and responsibilities which take effect for
each member of the family unit.” (Cardinal and Hildebrandt, 2000 at 18)

43. For example, the assurances by Lieutenant Governor Alexander Morris of the perpetuity
of Treaty 6 would be understood by the néhiyaw treaty partners. Morris assured the néhiyawak

of this timeframe during the negotiations as he stated:

“I want you to think of my words, I want to tell you that what we talk about is
very important. What I trust and hope we will do is not for to-day or to-morrow
only; what [ will promise, and what I believe and hope you will take, is to last as
long as that sun shines and yonder river flows.”?
44, Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 are not bilateral relationships. It is a common understanding that

treaty is not only human-to-human legal relations but necessarily involve the néhiyaw conception

of a Creator in the treaty. This impacts on the treaty relationship, as Danny Musqua notes:

“We have made a covenant with Her Majesty’s government, and a covenant is not

just a relationship between people, it’s a relationship between three parties, you

[the Crown] and me [First Nations] and the Creator” (Cardinal and Hildebrandt at

32)
45. A deep understanding or adherence to n¢hiyaw spiritual practices is not necessary to
understand the significance of this belief regarding treaty. The infusion of néhiyaw conceptions

of a Creator in the relationship signifies a greater legal force than néhiyaw governments or

2 See Alexander Morris, The Treaties of Canada with the Indians of Manitoba and the Northwest Territories
(Toronto: Coles Publishing Company, 1971) at 202.
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Crown governments. It’s a call to recognize a supremacy of the treaty relationship that moves it
beyond simple human alteration without careful engagement with the foundational elements and

processes of treaty. It certainly signals as standard beyond unilateral change or amendment.

46.  Further, it is my opinion that governmental kinship, by way of the familial relationship it
suggests, does not contemplate the unilateral replacement of one treaty partner with another. Or
to put another way, the Crown could not be replaced by a separate government, or government
representative. In the familial sense, it is impossible to replace an individual within a kinship
order. It makes even less sense for a unilateral exchange to occur. This would transgress Crown
treaty promises and certainly would be committing a pastahowin. The replacement of a
fundamental treaty partner after at least 126 years of political and governmental kinship defies

néhiyaw legal logic, even by analogy.

47. According to néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina, a secession from treaty would be committing
pastahowin with regard to one of the most fundamental relationships within néhiyaw
governance. Mitigation or compensation of such a transgression is not contemplated within
nc¢hiyaw wiyasiwéwina; It would fundamentally transgress the boundaries of the governmental
kinship treaty has created. It would also fundamentally transgress the territorial boundaries and
obligations set in treaty. It would affect one of the foundational elements of contemporary

néhiyaw governance.

48. In my opinion, a restructuring of treaty that maintains the legal and political integrity of
the governmental kinship it has created cannot be accomplished without the consent of First
Nations. It is a fundamental devolution of the treaty relationship to allow non-governmental
actors and/or discrete groups of people instigate proceedings that may lead to the dismantling of

the treaty relationship.

Part E: Conclusions

49.  né€hiyaw wiyasiwéwina operated long before 1876 and was grounded in the overarching
principle of néhiyaw pimatisiwin, or Cree way of life. The laws of wahkétowin (laws of
kinship/relationship) ensure treaty partners have corresponding roles, responsibilities, and
obligations under néhiyaw law. witaskéwin (living together on the land in peace/neighborliness)

and miyo wicéhtowin (good, mutual assistance) give concrete shape to how this kinship is to
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operate in practice under Treaty 6. witaskéwin frames the treaty as a land-sharing agreement in
which néhiyaw and settler societies live side by side on néhiyaw askiy as neighbours, with
reciprocal obligations of respect, restraint, and recognition of each other’s autonomy. miyo
wicéhtowin activates and renews these relationships by requiring each side to assist the other in
living well, to communicate with honesty and kindness, and to avoid conduct that would harm
the other’s livelihood or legal order. Together, wahk6towin, witaskéwin, and miyo wicéhtowin

make Treaty 6 a perpetual, kin-based, land-sharing relationship oriented toward good relations.

50. These positive obligations are balanced by principles that define and constrain wrong
conduct. pastahowin (overstepping lawful bounds) is the law of transgression: stepping beyond
the limits of what one is entitled to do, especially in ways that harm relatives or violate
obligations arising from wahko6towin and witaskéwin. pastamowin is a related law focused on
harmful or dangerous speech that can bring misfortune. In a treaty context, all these principles
operated in pre-1876 treaties like that between the néhiyawak and the Blackfoot and likewise
between the Dene. In this way, néhiyaw legal principles of kinship, neighbourliness, mutual aid,
and defined transgression provided the legal framework for treaty-making and land-sharing well

before Treaty 6 and Treaty 8.

51. A unilateral change to Treaty 6 and Treaty 8 through a referendum on secession is a
violation that goes to the heart of the treaty relationship. It effectively obliterates the treaty
relationship and dismantles the néhiyaw legal principles that provide the foundation for Treaty 6
and Treaty 8. A unilateral secession referendum violates the principles of witaskéwin and

wahkotowin and would be considered a pastahowin, or transgression of néhiyaw wiyasiwéwina.

52.  Further, calling a referendum that would affect the above alterations to the treaty
relationship, without the collective consent of néhiyaw First Nations, is a violation of
witaskéwin and wahkotowin as well. From a néhiyaw perspective, treaty renewal through
nation-to-nation conduct based on wahkétowin and witaskéwin is a primary assurance of treaty.
To call a referendum unilaterally strikes at the heart of the spirit and intent of these principles in

relation to how they enable treaty renewal.

53. Based on the néhiyaw legal process involved in the creation of Treaty 6 and Treaty 8

respectively, including the inclusion of the Creator in the treaty and the assurances by Alexander
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Morris that the treaty would last “as long as the sun shines and the rivers flow,” there is an
expectation that treaty is an agreement in perpetuity. Because of the governmental
neighborliness and kinship these principles bring to the treaty relationship, the renewal of treaty
relations is an assurance and promise of treaty. Further mutual respect is an underlying term of
agreement as well, that calls for either treaty partner to refrain from unilateral alterations or
otherwise changes to the treaty relationships as contemplated in 1876 and 1899. Any action
taken by the Crown that is contrary to the oral promises and assurances is creating a pastdhowin,

or a violation of néhiyaw law.

54. Initiating a referendum question through a petition that would fundamentally violate the
oral terms of Treaty 6 and Treaty 8, namely the perpetuity clauses, is a violation of néhiyaw
wiyasiwéwina. There is no contemplation or understanding from néhiyaw peoples that the
Crown would be able to delegate its governmental responsibilities of maintenance and renewal

of solemn treaty relationships to its citizenry.

55. As a final thought, it must be said that, despite what néhiyawak perceive as violations or
failures of its treaty partner to uphold the promises and assurances of Treaty 6 and Treaty 8§,
néhiyaw First Nations still view the treaty as a preeminent and sacred legal relationship. This is
a testament to the strength of néhiyaw law and néhiyaw governance, as the néhiyawak still intend

to fulfill their treaty promises to their political kin despite this history.

19
294



APPENDIX 6 001

COURT FILE NUMBER

COURT

COURT LOCATION
APPLICANT/PLAINTIFF

RESPONDENTS /
DEFENDANTS

DOCUMENT

ADDRESS FOR
SERVICE AND
CONTACT
INFORMATION OF
PARTY FILING THIS
DOCUMENT

2603 00086

COURT OF KING’S BENCH OF
ALBERTA

EDMONTON

2603 00086
Feb 7,2026

10:59 AM

STURGEON LAKE CREE NATION

HIS MAJESTY THE KING IN RIGHT OF
ALBERTA, the ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF CANADA and CHIEF ELECTORAL
OFFICER OF ALBERTA

AFFIDAVIT

O’KELLY LAW

Phone: 587-525-8348
Counsel: Orlagh J. O’Kelly
orlagh.okelly@okellylaw.ca
Counsel for the Applicant

AFFIDAVIT OF TRACEY MCLEAN

Affirmed on February 2, 2026

I, Tracey Mclean, of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, in the Province of Alberta, AFFIRM AND
SAY THAT:

1.

I am the duly elected Councillor of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation (“SLCN”). I was first

elected in 2022 and was re-elected in 2025. I engage in our ceremony, study our Treaties

and am a matriarchal leader. I am a mother and a grandmother. My mooshum

(grandfather) was Dan McLean who was a witness on our oral histories in the R v. Badger

case that went all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada. He was also involved with

the Indian Association of Alberta that led the fight against the White Paper in the 1970s.

From this perspective, | have witnessed with alarm the misinformation and attacks on our

Treaties, enabled by the Alberta government. Because our Treaty is a sacred covenant,
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entered into over a pipe ceremony, this misinformation (i.e. that we have no rights outside
our reserves and that our say is the same as individual citizens) is extremely

disconcerting and undermines my dignity as a First nation woman.

3. I have also witnessed racism towards our people but other new Canadians from the
petition posts on social media or the comments against us including claiming we are
bought by Ottawa, that our Chief and Councils are corrupt and need forensic audits and
more extreme racists comments and tropes about our right to continue to exist under
Treaty and alcoholism. I worry about our Chief, Sheldon Sunshine, who has been
personally targeted by much of this online vitriol because of this case challenging the

petition. We need to protect him.

4. I live in our community which is near Valleyview Alberta. We already have to manage
racism towards our kids at hockey games or in schools. Now, while we have many allies,
I have witnessed the racism worsen from a group of individuals empowered by this

petition process.

5. All of this causes harm to our dignity and self-worth, but also our relations with our non-

Indigenous neighbours and Treaty partners.

The APP and Petitioner Groups

6. Prior to January 4, 2026, I witnessed the APP running most communications on the
separatist petition brought by Mitch Sylvestre. Attached and marked as Exhibit 1 is a
copy of the notice of APP, which states in part: “Mitch Sylvestre is the proponent of the
petition, as such, he will manage the signature process through the Stay Free Alberta
website.” There are still several posts and videos of and by Sylvestre and his legal
counsel Jeffrey Rath on Alberta independence and the petition listed on the APP website.

Exhibit 1 is currently is available: . https://albertaprosperityproject.com/alberta-
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prosperity-project-articles/public-notice-clarification-on-alberta-prosperity-projects-role-

in-the-citizens-initiative-petition/

7. Since then, I have witnessed two entities take over: Rise of Alberta and Stay Free Alberta.
So far as I have seen online, Rise of Alberta and Keith Wilson sell the same merchandise
through links on their websites/YouTube channels, referring to the “Republic of Alberta”.
and push the same messaging as APP once did and that is allegedly presented at the

signature signing events as further particularized below.

Smith’s now Chief of Staff releases Free Alberta Strategy

8. In 2021, Rob Anderson, co-authored a Free Alberta Strategy, excerpts of which are
attached and marked as Exhibit 2 and a full copy is available here:
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/albertainstitute/pages/337/attachments/original/16
37104983/Free_Alberta Strategy - Web_ Version.pdf?1637104983 . The fifth and final
part of this Free Alberta Strategy refers to “Alberta Independence” after the previous
options are tried, such as a Sovereignty Act, Judicial Independence Act and an Alberta
Provincial Police force. I am informed by online reports and do believe Rob Anderson

has been Premier Danielle Smith’s Chief of Staff and is presently her Chief of Staff.

0. After being elected the party leader of the United Conservative Party (“UCP”), Premier
Smith’s first legislation was the Sovereignty Act. Many First Nations, including SLCN,
opposed the very concept of the sovereignty act and participated in a joint press
conference in opposition. Onion Lake Cree Nation (“OLCN?”), our Treaty Alliance
partner, has filed a claim against the Sovereignty Act. I am informed by OLCN and do

believe that Alberta brought an application to strike that litigation.
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Smith, Modry and the APP

10.

11.

I reviewed an online clip dated August 2022 where Smith appeared at an APP hosted
UCP leadership debate. I have reviewed this clip posted online, said to be of this
appearance, where I observed someone named Ezra Levant ask Danielle Smith questions.
Levant asked about Quebec’s “or else” (i.e. secession referendum) and then asked Smith:
“how far are you willing to go? Are you willing to say we want these things ‘or

else’?” and asked if she would consider “calling a referendum on the Clarity

Act question of secession?” I observed Smith respond as follows:

The “or else” is Dennis Modry and the Alberta Prosperity Project. It’s true. We
proclaimed into law on April the 7th the Citizen Initiative Act, which ~ gives the people
the power to collect signatures for a petition campaign to propose an amendment... if it’s
a constitutional change, it’s. 20 % threshold. That would mean 600,000 signatures. And
as I understand it, Dr. Modry has a million people on his database. So part of when [
decided I wanted to run, I know how important it was to make sure that we addressed the
issues of autonomy. And I talked to Dr. Modry as one of my first steps. I said “let’s try
this together.” “Let’s get as much autonomy as we can.” Full well knowing that he’s got
the power. You ve got the power if we are not successful ... you have the power to be

2

able to be the ‘or else’

The APP clip is posted and available here
https://x.com/TheBreakdownAB/status/19416342542716644637s=20

https://www.instagram.com/reels/Cs_4p7CvO0-/

Other than this 2022 clip, I have not been able to find any other public reference to using
the Citizen Initiative Act to push a referendum on secession until April 29, 2025 when
Bill 54 was introduced by Smith’s UCP government and this issue entered the
mainstream public discourse. I did not become aware of the 2022 clip until after Bill 54

was tabled.
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I have reviewed a 2023 Ethics Commissioner Report which referenced a conversation
between Artur Pawlowski, who was convicted during the Coutts blockade, and Danielle
Smith, as Premier, all facilitated by Modry. In the report, it quotes from a cellphone
conversation of Premier Smith with Pawlowski, where she tells him in February of 2023
“So Dr. Modry knows .... how to reach me.” A copy of the reports is available on the
Ethics Commissioner’s webpage:
https://www.ethicscommissioner.ab.ca/media/3124/allegations-involving-premier-

danielle-smith-may-17-2023.pdf

The 2023 Election

13.

In the May 2023 election, so far as I am aware, Danielle Smith did not campaign on
sovereignty. Premier Smith said the campaign was going to focus on, for example,
daycare and healthcare. During the 2023 election campaign, so far as [ am aware, the
UCP did not campaign on separatism/Alberta Independence, nor seek a mandate on a
separatist referendum. Attached and marked as Exhibit 3 is a news article first published
on May 5, 2023, by the Canadian Press, entitled “Smith says sovereignty act, RCMP
replacement plan not in UCP campaign”, also available here:
https://edmonton.citynews.ca/2023/05/05/smith-sovereignty-
act/?utm_source=chatgpt.com. Unless called earlier, the next election date will be

October 2027.

Alberta and Smith on the CIA amendments/process

14.

SLCN has written to Premier Danielle Smith on several occasions and met with her with
other Treaty 8 Chiefs since April 29, 2025. The summer of 2025 was the first time the
Premier offered to meet with the Treaty 8 Chiefs or SLCN. One meeting was held in
Calgary. which our Chief was unable to attend. At the meeting our Chief was able to

attend in Slave Lake, Premier Smith did not address our concerns over separatism. As of
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February 2, 2026, the Premier has never answered our letters, even though the Chief re-
hand delivered these letters to her at the Slave Lake meeting in the summer of 2025,
including our letters on Bill 54 referenced in Chief Sunshine’s evidence. I am informed

by Chief Sunshine and do believe that all of this is true and accurate.

I reviewed a video interview dated May 7, 2025 between Vassy Kapelos of CTV news

Danielle Smith, including as follows, starting around 4:30:

Smith:... You have 30-40 percent of Albertans... saying that they are dissatisfied with
the country to the point where they would consider it (separatism) And my job is to try to
bring those numbers down. That’s what I am doing. That’s why I have been told by my
caucus and the people that I speak with to give this new Prime Minister a chance, to see if
we can get it to a deal and that’s what I intend to do is to go into those discussions in
good faith and hope that we can get to a resolution and a meeting of the minds..

Kapelos: isn’t the easiest way to quell that sentiment to say it won’t happen?

Smith: well, I think that you can see if there isn’t an outlet it creates a new party....the
Parti Quebecois ... the Bloc Quebecois has many seats, and I don’t want to see that
happen...

Kapelos: Surely though you can recognize Premier that the feasibility even if the vote
were to go ahead is incredibly complicated and some of the, for example, Indigenous
Peoples in your province have highlighted that, you know, health care transfers, you
know, how does the system work without them, ... is it responsible to leave that door
open in any way?

Smith: Well, I think that’s up to constitutional scholars and lawyers to discuss, and at the
moment there isn’t a petition campaign, there isn’t a question, all there is is some good
will... trying to be able to resolve some of the issues that have [inaudible] up over the last
10 years. And that’s what .... you’ll have to talk to legal scholars...

Kapelos: I am not even talking legally here. I am picturing Alberta, where you and I both
know I lived for almost five years uh, with a healthcare system that does not have health
care transfers, like how does that, let’s take the law out of it... like shouldn’t you be
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honest with Albertans who are expressing this sentiment, which is, I understand, not
coming from a place that isn’t unfounded, that sentiment is not something to be
dismissed, but shouldn’t you be honest with them about what it would mean if you vote
yes and now you vote ... what that would mean for their social services, for their
healthcare, for their...

Smith: I think you’re getting a little ahead of yourself Vassy. There is no question. There
is no petition campaign. There is no vote. All there is .. is me saying I support a sovereign
Alberta within a united Canada....

The full interview is available here: https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/article/alberta-
premier-smith-will-respect-the-outcome-of-referendum-on-separation-says-her-job-
is-to-bring-the-temperature-down/

On Thursday, May 8, 2025, according to the UCP’s constituency page, Danielle Smith
attended the Bonnyville Premier’s dinner, where she sat beside people I recognize and
believe to be Mitch Sylvestre and Dennis Modry (I know this from previous APP

postings). Attached and marked as Exhibit 4 is a copy of this Facebook post, also

currently available here: https://www.facebook.com/share/| FTWbFH9HJ/

I reviewed an audio clip on the @thebreakdown Twitter, formerly X, account, said to be
dated Jun 14, 2025 and of Dennis Modry, where he stated while referring to the

“Bonnyville Premier’s dinner” as follows:
y

“I want to just mention a conversation that I had at the Bonnyville Premiers
dinner where Premier Smith was sitting next to me and on the other side was
Mitch Sylvestre, I asked her a question but I said ‘when are you gonna get out in
front of this parade and we 've already got at that point 220,000 members and uh 1
said when are you gonna get out in front of this parade’ and she said well give me
six months. Okay well, we re gonna give her six months and see and see what
happens but I left her with this thought, and I want you all to think about this. You

’

can win with us. You can 't without us.’

A screen shot of this clip is attached and marked as Exhibit 5, and available here:
https://x.com/TheBreakdownAB/status/1948190826695373011?s=20
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On November 27, 2025, Alberta entered into an MOU with Canada and there are
deadlines for compliance by April 1, 2026. The MOU is publicly available here:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ceb83{4b-25ba-4781-b09d-
5b6ac7725972/resource/1¢9a9826-fd06-4150-ad54-5c2a94ea8383/download/exc-mou-

goc-and-goa-energy-collaboration.pdf

On November 28, 2025, I saw reports that Smith was at the UCP annual general meeting,
where, according to news reports, Jeffrey Rath attended and received applause and where
Smith was booed. A copy of this news report is attached and marked as Exhibit 6, and
available here: https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/free-and-independent-

alberta-question-draws-loud-applause-at-ucps-annual-general-meeting.

On December 4, 2025, Bill 14 was tabled.

On December 5, 2025, Justice Feasby issued his decision.

I listened to a clip from Premier Smith’s radio show, dated December 6, 2025, where the

Premier stated in relation to Justice Feasby’s decision

“the will of Albertans is not expressed by a single judge appointed by
Justin Trudeau and never faces any kind of recall campaign never. That s
what we re talking about is that in a lot of these cases through our
consultation through our elections the kind of things they want us to do
and then the court can override it and the court uh again most of the
Jjudges are appointed by Ottawa not by us and why should I mean, I think
that's the it is not synonymous to have an unelected judge .. an unelected
Jjudge is not synonymous with democracy. Democracy is when elected
individuals who have to face the electorate every four years make
decisions. That’s what democracy is. So I think that that things are
getting a little bit muddled. ...
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Premier Smith continued the trans rights legal cases/anti-trans laws as follows;

21.

22.

23.

“.... we believe that in the in the actions that we have taken particularly
when it comes to protecting kids right to be able to have kids of their own
one day so that they do not make premature decisions, um to affect their
fertility. We believe that girls and women have a right to participate in
sport without having to compete against born male athletes. and we
believe that parents should have a right to know what's going on with
their kids at school. Those are very strong strongly supported policies,
well above 70 percent of Albertans, so we believe we 're the ones being
democratic. The court stepped in and wanted to put an injunction on one
of those bills, we suspected the other two were coming and that’s part of
the reason we used the notwithstanding clause.”

This clips is excerpted from the Your Province; Your Premier
broadcast, available here, and dated December 6, 2025:
https://globalnews.ca/edmonton/program/your-province-your-
premier

On December 11, 2026, Bill 14 received Royal Assent, and the petition was issued on
January 2, 2026, to begin on January 3, 2026. We filed this litigation on January 5,

2026 when the Courts reopened.

On or about January 23, 2026, I am informed and to believe that our counsel asked
Alberta’s counsel whether the province would consent to an Order staying any of the
statutory timelines under the Citizen Initiative Act and the response was that Alberta’s
lawyer had no instructions to agree to a stay that may have allowed this matter to

proceed with less urgency.

I am informed and do believe that counsel for Alberta stated in an email to all counsel
on January 23, 2026: “There are no statutory timelines on the Minister to send to
LGIC or LGIC to hold a referendum (aside from the fact that a referendum must be
held before/at the next election, which is October 2027)... We are seeking
instructions on the possibility of voluntarily holding off on initiating the referendum

once CEQO sends to Minister — presumably this would only be for a couple months. We
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have asked but may not have a response by Tuesday.” From this, I take that our
issues are not urgent or of any concern to the Premier, but those of the minority
separatists are. As noted below, Smith has publicly indicated she is prepared to move
full steam ahead to a referendum this fall and, according to her statements on January
31, 2026, appears to assume our proceedings will fail. The fact that our rights and
interests are ignored, while those of the minority separatists are elevated and enabled
through statutory changes, on two occasions, affects my worth and dignity as a First

Nation person.

. On January 29, 2026, when asked about BC Premier Eby labelling visits of Sylvestre,
Rath and/or Modry to the meet with the Trump administration as treason. I witnessed
multiple news outlets reporting from the First Ministers Meeting where Danielle

Smith stated:

“I have always been clear that our United Conservative caucus and I are
supportive of a strong and sovereign Alberta, within a united Canada.
That is one of the bills that we passed when 1 first came in. I think we
always have to be realistic. Ten years under Justin Trudeau's
government, our province was relentlessly attacked. Our economy was
relentlessly attacked, not only for our economy but our provincial rights
and our personal freedoms and our way of life,” ...

“So if you look at the polls, they suggest as many as 30 per cent of
Albertans have lost hope, that’s about a million people. I'm not going to
demonize or marginalize a million of my fellow citizens, when they 've got
legitimate grievances. What we need to do, is we need to give Albertans
hope. We need to show them, not just tell them, not just with words but
with actions, that Canada can work. That's what I’ve been doing.

"That’s why I signed an agreement with the Prime Minister in November
so that we could work toward a common cause on correcting some of the
mistakes of the Trudeau government. And it’s why we participate in these
kinds of first ministers’ conferences, so that we can find the things that we
agree on and work together for the betterment of the country.”

This statement is taken from this particular news source and reflects
what I witnessed on TV: https://vicnews.com/2026/01/29/smith-wont-
demonize-albertans-as-eby-points-to-treasonous-actions/
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25. On or about January 31, 2026, I observed clips of an interview between Rosemary
Barton of CBC News and Danielle Smith as follows:

Barton: Premier Doug Ford said you should denounce it and you did not do that.

Smith: You know that there's just a lot of hurt people here, [ mean we have, when
I look at the movement, I see, that 30 percent or more of Albertans have given up
on the country and its distressing and that is a sign I think of a loss of hope and
it’s my job to restore hope but I am not going to demonize a million people...

Barton: You're not demonizing them but... why can 't you say this is the path
forward.

Smith: [inaudible, keeps talking over Barton] I just feel like it’s my job to allow
for a bit of a pressure release valve. If people feel this way, they need an avenue to
be able to express it so [ am going to watch and see how this petition plays out.
We will know by the end of May if they have enough signatures to go to a vote
and, if so, then we’ll schedule that for probably for the fall.

Barton: But that seems risky, that seems risky, particularly at a time when there
are real threats to our sovereignty that are coming from the south side.

Smith: [ don't know if you have the same questions in Quebec, like the Parti
Quebecois leader ...

Barton: Yes sure, there too, I ask questions there too.

Smith: [ think it’s far more risky to have this question drag on for years. if this is
an acute issue that we are facing because of the last 10 years of being treated
badly by Trudeau. Ah there is a new government. There is a new sort of
recognition of whether or not he is moving in the right direction. I think he is
doing many things in the right direction. I think he will do a lot more with the help
of a strong opposition leader but that to me is a demonstration of why there is
some urgency. We’ve got to address the issue of getting the MOU implemented
and demonstrating the we are going to develop our resources again and we gotta
address some of the big issues like the gun buy back....
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Barton: Do you not think you are somehow enabling the conversation around
separatism? By allowing it to play without you saying, I am not saying demonize
them, saying, “this isn 't the way forward, I'm going to make things better for you
as Premier hang tight?”

Smith: That's what I have said. That's exactly what I have said. I believe in a
sovereign Alberta within a united Canada. A federal government that stays in its
area of jurisdiction. That honours and respects our areas of jurisdiction. Treats us
with respect. Allows us to develop our wealth. So we can all benefit.

Barton: But you are also allowing the idea of referendum to forward...clearly
because, I don 't know what, you think that once they have a kick at the can the
story will be over or?

Smith: As you know, I also inherited citizen initiative referenda...

The clips of this January 31, 2026 CBC interview are available here:
https://x.com/sarobertsonca/status/2017994302832386342?s=20

26. The publicly available polls from January 2026 that I have found, which are
collectively marked and attached as Exhibit 7, state as follows
a. A Pollara Strategic Insights survey shows 19 percent would vote for
separation and 75 per cent would vote against it. (January 9, 2026):

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-separation-poll-9.7039022

b. Ipsos Reid says 28 percent support independence, and almost half of the 28
percent are not “committed”. The pollster explains: “However, new Ipsos
research which "stress-tested" these sentiments by introducing real-world
consequences reveals that actual committed support for separation is roughly
half these levels in both provinces, with only 15 to 16% of Albertans and
Quebecers maintaining their support after considering possible costs. This

means that for roughly half of separatist supporters in both provinces,
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independence is more a political message than a plan they are prepared to
endure costs to achieve.” https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/support-independence-

alberta-reaches-levels-similar-quebec

c. Apoll from “Research Co.” dated January 8, 2026, shows that 17 percent
strongly support “Alberta becoming a country independent from Canada” and
14 per cent “moderately support” Alberta becoming a country independent
from Canada, for a total of 31 percent: https://researchco.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2026/01/Tables_Separation AB_08Jan2026.pdf.

The last one, from January 8, is the only one that shows a combined number of above

30% that I have been able to locate.

On February 1, 2026, Premier Smith was asked about Treaty rights on her “Your
Province. Your Premier Show.” Q: “How do you respond to treaty rights and the
constitutional challenges raised by First Nations here in Alberta?”’ A: I think its
prejudging an outcome. I think you need to have a pressure release valve on issues
people care about and this is something that clearly a motivated group of people care
about., They wanna.. ummm. go out get signatures. They have I think 120 days to do it
and so I'll wait and see if they 're successful that bar by I think the end of April.” This
clip that I reviewed is available here:

https://x.com/TheBreakdownAB/status/20180813361713155137s=20.

I have seen no statements from Premier Smith or her government that she has

considered that this “pressure release valve”:

a. is not wanted by a large majority of Albertans
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b. is leading to racism against First Nations
c. 1is simultaneously leading to individuals spreading inaccuracies on Treaty.
d. is with a proposal that is unconstitutional according to Justice Feasby.

e. could bring risks of foreign interference

30. Neither Premier Smith nor the UCP government have:
a. denounced the racism coming from petition events.
b. denounced the separatists’ visits with the Trump administration.
31. At every turn, between May 2025 and February 2026, Smith defers the questions. If
this continues and based on our experience improving relations with our Treaty

partners, the harms we allege will be irreversible, at least for decades to come.

Treaty statements related to petition process.

32. I read Justice Feasby’s decision including paragraph 245: “Alberta cannot succeed to the
Numbered Treaties without the consent of First Nations. “ Moreover, this decision has
concluded that the transformation of provincial and territorial borders into international
borders would contravene the Numbered Treaties by significantly impairing the exercise
of Treaty rights by First Nations. First Nations in Treaties 6 and 8 and the Blackfoot
Confederacy in Treaty 7. attended a press conference in Edmonton on January 29, 2026.
After the press conference, the following messages of support from Treaties 6, 7 and 8, as

well as some First Nations, were posted online, all attached and marked as Exhibit 8.

Race-based comments and statements related to petition process

33. I have witnessed the statements made at Sylvestre’s signing events, as reported in the

Edmonton Journal.
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34. On or about January 16, 2026, I reviewed the Edmonton Journal Article entitlted
Anti-racism watchdog fields complaint arising from comments made at separatist
town hall, Edmonton Journal, attached and marked as Exhibit 9 and available here:
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/anti-racism-watchdog-field-complaint-

arising-from-immigration-comments-made-at-separatist-town-hall

“The very concept of a nation founded by European settlers is offensive to me.
Old stock white Canadians are an unpleasant relic and, quite frankly, replaceable.
And we will replace them.”

“Old stock white Canadians, and that s us, and we don t have to apologize for this
room being filled with white people,” [...] “This used to be what Alberta was.
We ’re not apologizing for being ourselves.”

35. This statement implies that First Nations/Indigenous people never existed here. The
concept that Alberta has always been “old stock white” indirectly relies on the
doctrine of discovery, i.e. terra nullius, which our people had requested the Vatican to
reject during the papal visit in 2022. It is this kind of open and flagrant

misinformation and racism that we have not had to face for several years.

36. At an event in Edmonton, after a Court appearance on this matter, the Edmonton
Journal reported that speakers, including Jeffrey Rath, referred to immigrants and
stated, without facts, that fast food workers need to speak a “South-Asian” language.
Attached and marked as Exhibit 10 is a copy of the January 26, 2026 article, also
available here: https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-separatist-

event-carney.

Trump Administration

37. 1 have reviewed an interview transcript between the National Observer and Mitch

Sylvestre, where the following was transcribed
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Kopecky

Good morning, Mitch. There was a question I meant to ask you yesterday and then
ran out of time because I had to run. I was just wondering if you had gone to the US
with Jeffrey Rath as part of that delegation.

Sylvestre

I'm not even talking about that anymore. That is the stupidest goddamn trail of ... that
is so insignificant, if you only knew. [Laughs] It's the stupidest goddamn
conversation. I'm not even talking about that anymore.

Kopecky
What'’s stupid about it?

Sylvestre

1 just want you to understand you're talking about a lawyer, a shopkeeper and a
retired heart surgeon going down to the US to talk to government people, and
everybody's making a big deal out of it. Like, really? Come on — like, put that in
context. Fuck. Pardon me, but it was so goddamn stupid that it's almost hard to
believe. Like, I'm not mad at you for asking, but everybody's so focused on us and the
Americans. I want to ask you a question. Pick three random people from your
hometown. And imagine them — like the Beverly Hillbillies going to the US, and
talking to these guys, as if there could be any consequence come out of that. It makes
me laugh. It literally makes me laugh.

Kopecky
Were you one of the "hillbillies" though?

Sylvestre

Yeah, I was. I went once. [ went once and chose not to go back. I mean there's been
three trips. I declined the first one, went on the second one, and declined the third
one.

Kopecky
Why did you decline the third one?

Sylvestre

Well, because what's the point of going there? We're just a casual conversation. We
got no power. Like we're three regular Alberta citizens — a small businessman, a
lawyer and a retired doctor. Like, come on, we're not elected. We have no power to
make any decisions for anybody. Yeah, we're running a movement of people, but you
know what? I started this by running rooms of 300, 400 people and basically ended
up as being the leader because nobody else would do it and nobody else could. 1
mean, that's basically the only reason that this has happened. And it's just a very
large collection of disgruntled Albertans, is what it is. And you know what, I just
happen to be the lucky guy that gets to represent them. These disgruntled Albertans
may change the course of history, however.
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Kopecky
But, you're certainly rocking the boat in a very major fashion, you know.

Sylvestre

I'm humbled by the fact that people actually believe that we could actually do any of
that kind of stuff. I mean, that's totally Danielle Smith's area. I've talked to the
premier on a regular basis. What they can do and what they wanna do or what they
can accomplish is entirely up to them. They're the people in power to do it. I just don't
understand why they're not doing it. There's nothing holding them up. Like what's
holding them up from going down there?

Kopecky

1 think the argument is people are worried that Trump and his team will invade
Alberta the way they want to invade Greenland, and they will hold up the desire for
independence as an excuse and say, “hey, look, there's folks that want to [separate],
we're going to come and rescue those folks.”

Sylvestre
They're gonna come and rescue Alberta. So I'm gonna ask you a question. Who do we
need rescuing from?

Kopecky
Well, you're telling me that it's Ottawa.

Sylvestre

Oh, 1 totally agree with you. So why isn't Ottawa rescuing?

Kopecky

I guess people don't think Alberta needs rescuing, that it's doing pretty well.

Sylvestre

1 think they should take five minutes and pay attention to what's going on. Maybe we
should put my video all out there for Albertans and Canadians to see how crooked the
Canadian government actually is and how they're absolutely raping Alberta and with
no intent to stop anytime in the near future. So how are we in a position that we need
rescuing from our own government?

The full transcript of the Sylvestre interview is attached and marked as Exhibit 11
and presently available here:
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2026/01/29/news/world-according-man-behind-

albertas-separatism-petition.
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39.1 reviewed a statement reported on January 23, 2026, in which the Trump’s Treasury
Secretary Bessent called Alberta a "natural partner for the US" and stated "Alberta has a
wealth of natural resources, but they won't let them build a pipeline to the Pacific... I think
we should let them come down into the US, and Alberta is a natural partner for the US.
They have great resources. The Albertans are very independent people." This cornment is
reported in article, which is attached and marked Exhihit 12, available at:

hems:// www.bbe.com/news/articles/cy 8vigxOzwdo

-~

40. In response, I witnessed Jeffrey Rath stat  1an imierview with Vassy Kapelos on or

about January 31, 2026 "If Secretary Bessent wanted to end Canada tomorrow, it
would take one memo to all of the bond rating agencies to say that Canada is the poor
risk because of all the various things that the United States is going to do with

Canadian credit, and Canada would be over." This clip is available at:
us/20180368480444830647s=20

https:// x.com/sarobertsonca/stat

41 1 make this affidavit in support of the SLCN application for an injunction and for no

other purpose.

AFFIRMED before me at L
in the Province of Alberta, wus casv s ~-

February, 2026.

Ca
Peace or Notary Public In ana ror A10er
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Public Notice: Clarification on Alberta Prosperity Project’s Role in the Citizens Initiative Petition - Alberta Prosperity Project

IMPORTANT PUBLIC NOTICE:

Alberta Prosperity Project is a committee of the board of the non-profit Alberta Prosperity S
we are not a registered 3rd party advertiser for the Citizens Initiative Petition, where Mitch :

individual citizen, is the proponent.

Mitch Sylvestre is the proponent of the petition; as such, he will manage the signature proc

Stay Free Alberta website.

Elections Alberta started accepting applications for canvassers on January 2nd. Applicatior
reviewed and approved or rejected. The identification badges for canvassers are then sent
before signature collection can begin.

Information relating to the petition, how to become a canvasser, donations, events and pet

locations will be posted on
campaign.

. We suggest you follow this website

g SHARE
Fake News Alert: Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation Did NOT Block Debunking the Fear: Alberta Indepen
Alberta’s Separatist Petition Oil Mar
YOU MAY ALSO LIKE
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Alberta’s Separatist Petition Planet D” Video on Alberta Albe
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A Path to So'
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Alberta Prosperity Project Achieves
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Question on Independence
Approved!

2025 Year In Review: A Landmark
Year for the Alberta Prosperity
Project and Alberta’s Independence
Movement
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Alberta’s treatment within Canada has become intolerable. Successive
Federal Governments in Ottawa have relentlessly attacked our
province’s economic interests, stifled our prosperity, and pillaged the
resources and wealth of Alberta’s citizens to purchase electoral support
in other parts of the country.

Though Albertans have tolerated the expropriation of our wealth for
decades, the federal government has now advanced its anti-Alberta

agenda a bridge too far, posing an existential threat to our Province’s
economic viability and the core freedoms of our people.

Ottawa has fundamentally breached its constitutional agreement with
Alberta. The Alberta government, therefore, has a right and duty to
repudiate this arrangement on behalf of its people, to renegotiate its
terms of membership in Confederation and, if Canada’s federal and
provincial leaders refuse to negotiate, to form an independent nation.

We call upon the Government of Alberta to implement the following
package of legislative and other reforms, which we summarize as
follows:

1. Passing into law the Alberta Sovereignty Act, granting the Alberta
Legislature absolute discretion to refuse any provincial enforcement
of federal legislation or judicial decisions that, in its view, interfere
with provincial areas of jurisdiction or constitute an attack on the
interests of Albertans. This would include Alberta prohibiting any
porovincial enforcement of the federal carbon tax,' the No New
Pipelines Act,? and attempts by federal agencies to regulate our
Province’s energy sector in any manner.®

This would necessitate establishing an Alberta Provincial Police
Force to replace the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (“RCMP”), and
passing into law the Alberta Independent Banking Act designed to
expand significantly the number of provincially regulated financial
institutions for the purpose of providing Alberta businesses and
citizens with protection from enforcement of federal legislation

or judicial decisions designated as unenforceable by the Alberta
Legislature.
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2. Effectively ending federal equalization transfers from Alberta
through passing into law the Equalization Termination and Tax
Collection Act. In addition to establishing an Alberta Revenue
Agency to collect all provincial taxes, this Act would also grant the
Provincial Government authority to recover the total amount of
equalization confiscated by the Federal Government from Alberta
each year, by withholding from the Canada Revenue Agency
(“CRA”), an equal amount of federal tax source deductions that
are collected by all provincial agencies, municipalities and, at their
option, private corporations banking with provincially regulated
financial institutions.

026

3. Opting out of all federal programs that interfere with provincial areas

of jurisdiction, including health, education, resource development,
environmental regulation, and property rights. This would include
replacing the Canada Pension Plan (“CPP”) and Employment
Insurance (“EI”) with an Alberta Pension Plan and Alberta

Unemployment Insurance designed to deliver to Alberta pensioners

and those who become unemployed higher benefits using lower
premiums from Alberta workers.

4. Declaring that the Provincial Government will replace the Federal
Government as acting authority to negotiate Alberta’s international
trade and market access relationships; and further, granting
the Provincial Legislature authority to make all future judicial
appointments in Alberta through passing into law, the Alberta
Judicial Independence Act.

These proposed reforms constitute the key elements of a strategic
plan for Alberta to assert its sovereignty, offload the burden of
Ottawa’s tyrannical economic policies against the Province, and
secure self-determination for the people of Alberta within a reformed
confederation, or if necessary, as an independent nation.

We call this proposal, the ‘Free Alberta Strategy’.
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Political tyrannies are unpredictable when their power and authority
is threatened. Although, in Canada, it is difficult to imagine Ottawa
considering the use of force to bring Alberta back into line should it
embark on the Free Alberta Strategy, there is really no telling what
tactics the federal government might resort to in such circumstances.

In the event that Ottawa refuses to recognize Alberta’s provincial rights
of sovereignty, and instead continues its strategy of economic tyranny,

co-opted management of our resource sector, and the marginalization

of our citizens, it may leave our province with no other recourse but to

leave Confederation entirely.

Although national independence is a path of last resort, living under
the rule of a cabal of eastern political elites that Albertans have not
and will never elect, and whose goals and agenda mean economic and
societal devastation for our people, cannot possibly be an option worth
entertaining.
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Republic of Western Canada

Albertans are Western Canadians. Central and Eastern Canadians do not own
exclusivity rights over Canada’s history, culture, or name. If Alberta wishes to
continue to call themselves Canadians - Western Canadians - they have every
right to do so.

The challenges and impediments to separating from the rest of Canada are
indeed numerous®’. It is not in anyone’s interest to deny the existence of
the many questions that will need to be addressed prior to establishing an
independent nation. This proposal is not meant to answer these questions
at this time. The Free Alberta Strategy is, after all, a proposal to see a
reinvigorated and sovereign Alberta remain within a repaired and united
Canada.

The Strategy does, however, propose an outline for a process that should be
considered in the event that Ottawa’s reaction to the Free Alberta Strategy
leaves the province with no other recourse but national independence.

An ancillary feature of the Free Alberta Strategy is that it will better prepare
Alberta for national political sovereignty should it become necessary. The
Strategy’s cornerstone initiatives involve recovering and consolidating the
majority of all economic, environmental and resource governance, revenue
collection, social services, law enforcement, judicial powers, and other
institutions, and placing them firmly under the authority of the Provincial
Government. It also involves a great expansion of our provincially regulated
financial institutions and intergovernmental affairs, which would naturally be
required should independence become the only viable option for the province.
In short, it sets up Alberta for independence in the event that independence
must be considered.
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A Democratic Independence Process

Given the gravity of the decision, it is imperative that Alberta’s population
be entirely involved in and, indeed, approve any plan for independence. If
confronted with the issue of independence, Albertans will require a clear
guestion and a detailed roadmap outlining how such a transition would take
place. After all, the only reason for independence is to improve the lives and
opportunities of Albertans. If there is no clear path to that objective, why
would any rational thinking woman or man agree to such a risky course of
action?

We believe the following steps would place effective control of the
independence process in the hands of Albertans:

1. Firstly, a provincial ‘Pre-Referendum’ on establishing a blue-ribbon panel
Committee for Provincial Secession, should be held. If approved, this
Committee, made up of members of the private and public sectors, public
policy experts, and community and legal leaders, would draft a blueprint
document outlining a plan for the independence of Alberta. This would
almost certainly include proposals for:

a. An Alberta Constitution outlining the role of government and the rights
of citizens, including the recognition of existing First Nations sovereignty
and treaties;

b. A judicial and legal system incorporating the majority of our current laws,
regulations, and legal processes, in order to retain legal stability and rule
of law;

c. Transition of our existing social programs, again to retain stability and
certainty for the Albertans who depend on them;

d. Monetary policy and currency;

e. Border protection and regulation;

f. Taxation;

g. The invitation and eventual incorporation of neighbouring provinces into

the Republic of Western Canada should it be requested by them (i.e,,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and/or all or parts of B.C.);
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h. International relations, trade and commerce; and

I. Other guestions and challenges involved in a transition to independence.

2. Once the Committee develops its proposal, Albertans would be given a full

year to discuss and debate its merits. This period would also provide the
federal government with a final opportunity to rethink its positions and,
perhaps, enter good faith negotiations with Alberta to have it continue its
membership within Canada (albeit as a largely sovereign jurisdiction).

. After a year has elapsed, and Albertans have had time to debate the merits

of the Committee’s proposal, a provincial referendum on independence and
the Alberta Constitution would be held, requiring a 60% or higher vote of
approval from the general population.

. If that final vote were successful, a declaration of Alberta’s independence

would be made to the international community, and the implementation of
the Committee’s proposal would commence, beginning with an election,
under Alberta’s new constitution, to elect a federal Western Canadian
Government, based in Edmonton, Alberta.
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Smith says sovereignty act, RCMP replacement and pension plan not in UCP campaign

10 pursue a more conirontatonal approacn witn e reaeral government on I1Issues aeemedad 1o be an
overreach in provincial areas of responsibility.

Smith has also had her ministers looking into replacing the RCMP with a provincial police service,
setting up a provincial revenue agency and leaving the Canada Pension Plan.

“They’re not in our campaign because | think we’ve got so many things that we have done that we're
excited about. We’re bringing in $10-a-day daycare,” Smith said.

“We have a partnership with the federal government to be able to bring that through, and we
expanded it out to both non-profit and private spaces. We've also undertaken a significant
improvement in the health-care system.”

RELATED:
Alberta sovereignty act, protection for the unvaccinated part of Shandro’s mandate
Alberta sovereignty bill close to finish line as government invokes debate time limit
Alberta passes sovereignty act, but first strips out sweeping powers to cabinet

Smith said things like the pension plan and replacing the RCMP can be revisited after the election.

“We have said that we’re going to do consultation on a number of these issues. | think our sheriffs,
for instance, are doing a great job,” she said.

“The other ones, we are waiting for a couple of reports. And I've said as soon as those reports are
available, we’ll make them public.”

Days before the election call, Smith announced a $330-million provincial investment in a new arena
and entertainment district project in Calgary.

She said there is also a need to address the “public safety crisis.” Alberta has a plan to ensure more
publicly funded treatment beds and long-term supports are available for people with addictions, she
said.

Calgary police were investigating a report of a stabbing on a downtown light-rail transit platform
Thursday evening, the latest in a series of attacks on transit in recent months.

“We’re just not going to tolerate public disorder. So this is part of the reason why we invested for
another hundred police officers in Calgary and Edmonton,” Smith said.

This report by The Canadian Press was first published May 5, 2023.
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Separation question receives standing ovation at UCP AGM | Edmonton Journal 2026-02-02, 11:28 AM

040

“That so called MOU was signed yesterday,
the ink wasn’t dry on the paper and Mark
Carney went out and gleefully announced a
600 per cent increase to the industrial carbon
tax in Alberta. My question for the room is
how many of all of us favour a free and

independent Alberta,” Rath said.

Headline News
Get the latest headlines, breaking
news and columns.

youremail@email.com

By signing up you consent to receive the above
newsletter from Postmedia Network Inc.

Interested in more newsletters? Browse here.

In response, Smith said, “I support an
independent Alberta within a United Canada,”
a line both she and her cabinet have said
repeatedly when asked about separation. It
earned her a mix of booing, heckling and

cheers from the same crowd.

But that wasn’t the first instance separation
came forward throughout day one of the
three-day annual general meeting at the

Edmonton Expo Centre.

During Smith’s opening talk with UCP
president Rob Smith, a question that received
positive cheers from the crowd was when a
different member of the Alberta Prosperity
Project asked if Smith had read the group’s
document saying “an independent Alberta
would reshape its fiscal environmental

landscape.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
1 Separatists  'This will crater our economy': Edmonton
city councillors say talk of Alberta
separatism creates instability
http di onjourr local free-and-independent-alberta-question-draws-loud-applause-at-ucps-annual-general-meeting Page 2 of 6
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None of Saturday’s resolutions include

separatism.

Recall amendments being
considered

Recall, independent policing and auto
insurance were some key issues brought
forwarded by UCP members. Despite the

news of the signing of the memorandum of

understanding (MOU) between Smith and
Ottawa Thursday, there weren’t many
questions from the crowd on it or strong

response in support.

Smith said the province is considering
modifying the rules when it comes to recall
when asked about it by members. So far, 14
UCP MLAs are currently facing recall

petitions.

The cost of the recall petitions is one of the
factors Smith said her caucus is considering.
Validating the signatures for each of the
current recall petitions could cost more than

one million dollars, according to Smith.

“If they manage to get recall petitions for all
87 of us, it’s gonna be $100 million just to
validate the petition. That doesn’t even talk
about the process going to recall, that doesn’t
even talk about the process for byelections,”

Smith said.
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Calvin Pickard goes from saving the
Edmonton Oilers in NHL playoffs, to
waivers

Separatists' math doesn't add up, warns
Edmonton business leaders

'Di homel ': Housing cost,
poverty linked, former Calgary councillor
tells Edmonton crowd

The Edmonton Oilers may be missing
some of the requisite rocket fuel needed
to start on time: 9 Things
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ADVERTISEMENT

“That’s another factor that we have in our
minds because we didn’t expect this abusive

process.”

Independent police officers on the
ground by spring

Constables are expected to be on the ground
by the spring, Public Safety and Emergency
Services Minister Mike Ellis said during

abearpit session.

He said the province is making progress with
the Alberta Sheriffs Police Service and said he
has one more piece of legislation coming in
the spring which would be the “lift and shift”

in the Crown corporation previously created.

“We’re working on a memorandum of
understanding with municipalities all

throughout this province right now,” Ellis

said.

Ellis added that on Dec. 1 the province’s
promised Alberta police review commission,
an organization that will handle complaints
against municipal police officers across the

province, will be fully operational.

ctran@postmedia.com

You can also support our journalism
by becoming a digital subscriber.
Subscribers gain unlimited access to
The Edmonton Journal, Edmonton
Sun, National Post and 13 other

Canadian news sites. Support us by
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Child detained in Minneapolis immigration raids returned home, congressman says
Judge who ordered the boy's release, said 'the case has its genesis in the ill-conceived and
incompetently-implemented government pursuit of daily deportation quotas, apparently even if it requires
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New poll suggests one in five Albertans would vote to separate | CBC News 2026-02-02, 10:21 AM

“It's always a bit surprising when we do this to see how low the separatism vote is, because it
does often feel like it's bigger, because I think largely of the influence that sentiment has in
Alberta,” said Matt Smith, the western executive vice-president with the polling firm.

“It's a very vocal minority and a very quiet super majority,” he said, adding the firm’'s data
consistently shows support has never been above 20 per cent.

Elections Alberta recently approved the group’s proposal for a citizen initiative petition on
independence.

The group began collecting signatures earlier this month. If the petition receives at least
177,732 approved signatures by May, Albertans could vote on a separation referendum as
soon as this fall.

Proposed referendum question on separation from Canada approved by Elections
Alberta

How a UCP bill renewed Alberta separatist bid to force referendum, after court shot it
down

The Pollara survery’s findings also suggest that 43 per cent of Albertans feel the province's
interests are represented well by federal decisions.

While that number indicates the majority of respondents still feel alienated, Smith said it is
higher than in September when only 37 per cent felt Alberta was represented at the federal
level.

The poll was conducted from Dec. 5 to Dec. 20, 2025.

As an online survey, a margin of error does not apply. However, a margin of error for a
comparable probability sample would be plus or minus 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of
20.

The Pollara poll comes a day after the release of another survey, conducted earlier this month
by Vancouver-based firm Research Co., that suggested considerably stronger support for
separation — in particular among younger respondents.

It found 31 per cent of the 703 Albertans it surveyed at least support the idea of the province
going its own way.

That poll, conducted between Jan. 4 and Jan. 6, also found 40 per cent of young adults
between the ages of 18 and 34 support an independent Alberta, indicating young people lead
the way in supporting the movement.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/alberta-separation-poll-9.7039022 Page 2 of 4
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However, the Pollara survey suggested that only 16 per cent of young people would vote for
Alberta to leave Canada.

Like the Pollara survey, a margin of error does not apply for the Research Co. survey. However,
a margin of error for a comparable probability sample would be plus or minus 3.7 percentage
points, 19 times out of 20.

Separatist group says movement is growing

Jeffrey Rath, co-founder of separatist group the Alberta Prosperity Project, believes the
Research Co. survey better reflects what he’s seeing on the ground, though he’s generally
skeptical of such polls.

“I don't think any of these polls are truly reflective of our support or where we're at,” he said.

Mitch Sylvestre, the separatist group’s CEO, acknowledged his group still has a lot of work to
do to bolster enough support for separation to win a referendum. But he said efforts are
underway, including weekly town halls across the province and recruiting canvassers for door-
knocking campaigns.

A different citizen-led petition for a referendum to keep Alberta in Canada — known as the
“Forever Canadian” petition — recently received more than 438,000 signatures.
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Support for Independence in Alberta Reaches Levels Similar to Quebec | Ipsos
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Support for Independence in

Alberta Reaches Levels Similar to
Quebec

ratists Attribute Their Support for Independence to Optimism About the Future

When asked if they would vote for their province to
begin the process of separating from Canada and
seeking a new agreement to define its future
relationship with the country, approximately three in
10 residents of both Alberta (29%) and Quebec (31%)
say yes. This includes those who say they would
definitely or probably vote yes, and those who say
they would lean toward voting yes.

However, new Ipsos research which "stress-tested"
these sentiments by introducing real-world
consequences reveals that actual committed
support for separation is roughly half these levels in protected by reCAPTCHA
both provinces, with only 15 to 16% of Albertans-and v
Quebecers maintaining their support after considering possible costs. This means that for
roughly half of separatist supporters in both provinces, independence is more a political message
than a plan they are prepared to endure costs to achieve.

Among those who would vote "yes" for independence...
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Committed: Maintain support despite costs [ Conditional: Support wavers with some conditions |
Symbolic: Support collapses when costs appear

The stress test methodology, which asked separatist supporters whether they would maintain
their position under five different challenging conditions unique to each province, reveals nearly
identical patterns.

In Alberta, 55% of initial separatist supporters are "committed,” willing to pay serious economic
and social costs for independence. Another 25% are "conditional," maintaining support under
some but not all conditions, while 20% are "symbolic," using the independence threat primarily to
express frustration rather than genuine intent to leave.

Quebec shows a similar distribution (49% committed, 28% conditional, 23% symbolic),
suggesting that the psychology of separatism operates similarly regardless of language, culture,
or specific grievances.

The finding that only about half of self-declared separatists in each province remain committed
when asked to consider costs such as standard of living declines, pension losses, or trade
renegotiations suggests confederation is dealing with a core of genuinely committed separatists
representing 15 to 16% of each province's population, surrounded by another cohort using the
threat of separation to signal alienation and demand attention from Ottawa.

Albertan and Quebecer separatists cite different reasons for wanting to vote for independence.
Quebecers are more likely to say their reason for voting “yes” is that Quebec’s future would be
served better outside of Canada, while Albertans are more likely to say that their reason for
voting "yes” is that Alberta has historically been mistreated within confederation.

However, in both cases, belief that the province would be better off in the future outside of
Canada grows the more committed the respondent is to voting “yes.” Committed separatists in
both provinces were more likely to refer to future prosperity as their reason for being a "yes”

voter than conditional or symbolic separatists.
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What it means

As Canada confronts issues high on Canadians’ priority list such as affordability, housing, and
crime, while also charting a response to global events, the question of national unity will remain
at the forefront of discussion in 2026. Groups in Alberta are currently trying to gather enough
signatures to trigger a referendum on the province’s future in Canada, while in Quebec the Parti
Quebecois has promised to hold a third referendum on separation in their first term should they
win the provincial election expected in the fall of 2026.

Ipsos’ research reveals that those seeking independence in both Alberta and Quebec are not a
homogeneous group, and a single policy response from governments is unlikely to be effective at
changing support for independence. Further, this research suggests different motivations for
supporting independence, and that those most strongly committed to it believe the future of
their province is better off outside of Canada, while those less committed cite past treatment as
their reason.

These different motivations will demand different responses from governments who seek to
unite the country and make the case for both Alberta and Quebec's future in Canada.

These are some of the findings of an Ipsos poll conducted between January 9 and 14, 2026, as
part the Confederation Stress Test study. For this survey, a sample of n=2,000 Canadians aged
18+ was interviewed online via the Ipsos omnibus using our proprietary iSay panel. The survey
included samples of n=500 each in Alberta and Quebec. Separatist supporters constituted n=153

of the Alberta sample and n=171 of the Quebec sample, unweighted. Quotas and weighting were
employed to balance demographics to ensure that the sample's composition reflects that of the
Canadian population according to Census data and to provide results intended to approximate
the sample universe. The precision of Ipsos polls which include non-probability sampling is
measured using a credibility interval. In this case, the national poll is accurate to within + 2.7
percentage points, 19 times out of 20, had all Canadians aged 18+ been polled. The Alberta and
Quebec samples are accurate to within + 5.4 percentage points. The credibility interval will be
wider among subsets of the population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other
sources of error, including, but not limited to coverage error, and measurement error. Ipsos
abides bv the disclosure standards established bv the CRIC, found here:
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For more information on this news release, please contact:
Darrell Bricker, PhD

CEO, Ipsos Global Public Affairs

+1416 324 2001

Our passionately curious research professionals, analysts and scientists have built unique multi-
specialist capabilities that provide true understanding and powerful insights into the actions,
opinions and mativations of citizens, consumers, patients, customers, or employees. Our 75
business solutions are based on primary data from our surveys, social media monitoring, and
qualitative or observational techniques.

“Game Changers” - our tagline - summarizes our ambition to help our 5,000 clients navigate with
confidence our rapidly changing world.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos has been listed on the Euronext Paris since July 1,1999. The
company is part of the SBF 120, Mid-60 indices, STOXX Europe 600 and is eligible for the Deferred
Settlement Service (SRD).

Download

Quebec Data Tables

Alberta Data Tables

Media Release

The author(s)

Darrell Bricker
Global CEO, Public Affairs
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Siksika Nation Tribal Administration
January 29 at 5 5APM - £3

Siksika Nation Chief Samuel Crowfoot joins other First Nation leaders at press conference
opposing Alberta separation petition

Chief Samuel Crowfoot of Siksika Nation joined leaders from the Blackfoot Confederacy,
Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, and Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation today to speak in unified
opposition to the Alberta separation petition. If successful, the petition would trigger a
referendum on Alberta’s independence. Siksika Nation, along with other First Nations, has
launched legal action against the petition and the province's Bill 14.

In December 2025, the Alberta government passed Bill 14: Justice Statutes Amendment Act,
2025, which amends the Citizens' Initiative Act to remove the requirement for petitions to
comply with the Constitution Act, 1982. This change could allow referendums that challenge
Treaty rights. Siksika Nation strongly opposes this legislation, calling it an erosion of
constitutional protections and an infringement on First Nations rights.

Chief Crowfoot stated:

“We remind everyone that all statutory decision-makers are bound by the Constitution,
including the protection of Aboriginal rights under section 35(1). The duty to consult and
accommodate applies to all statutory decision-makers empowered to make decisions that
may affect Aboriginal rights, and arises when the Crown knows, or ought to know, of potential
impacts.

We were not consulted on this issue. Cur rights are threatened today. Siksika Nation rejects
any attempt to illegitimately transfer or surrender Blackfoot Territory or any action that
affects our rights without consultation and without consent. We adamantly oppose all Alberta
secession initiatives. Despite clear warnings from First Nations, Alberta’s passage of Bill 14
signals a willingness to support unconstitutional land transfers that disregard Treaty
obligations and the honour of the Crown.

The courts have affirmed that secession initiatives constitute a derogation of Treaty rights.
Treaties are binding agreements not subject to provincial authority or public opinion.

Siksika Nation calls on the Alberta Government to:

+ Publicly reaffirm the binding nature of Treaties

» Acknowledge its lack of authority to alter Treaties

» Engage directly with Treaty Nations

» Repeal Bill 14 as it applies to the Citizens’ Initiative Act
» Seek an injunction to pause related petitions

Standing in solidarity with other First Nations, Siksika Nation will consider all measures of
redress to protect Treaty and Aboriginal rights. Treaties remain the living foundation of
peaceful and respectful coexistence — and it is because of our sacred Treaties that Alberta
exists today.

As long as the sun shines, the grass grows, and the water flows. Alberta has an affirmative
duty to uphold the Treaty relationship — not circumvent or ignore it for convenience. Kyun”
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The complainant, whose identity is
protected by StopHateAB’s protocols, said
Alberta Prosperity Project CEO Mitch
Sylvestre made a number of inflammatory
comments about immigrants during the
town hall at the Didsbury Memorial
Complex, located 233 kilometers south of
Edmonton and about 80 kilometers north

of downtown Calgary.

Headline News
Get the latest headlines,
breaking news and columns.

youremail@email.cot

By signing up you consent to receive the above
newsletter from Postmedia Network Inc.

Interested in more newsletters? Browse
here.

The complainant flagged comments
Sylvestre made about white Albertans
being replaced by immigrants. The
complaint also suggested Sylvestre said
Christianity will soon be a crime in Canada,
and that white Albertans shouldn’t have to

apologize for themselves.

StopHateAB president Sunpreet Singh
Johal said the organization has not opened

a formal investigation into the Didsbury

town hall, but will keep an eye on the

Alberta Prosperity Project.

“We are closely monitoring any further
reports related to Alberta Prosperity
Project town halls that may come in, and
we have taken the necessary steps to bring
this information to the attention of our

partners,” he said.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

TDCAININN
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was. We're not apologizing for being

ourselves.”

ADVERTISEMENT

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your
article continues below.

Sylvestre went on to say Albertans welcome
immigrants, and that they too are getting a
raw deal out of Confederation. But he
followed that up by saying “the
replacement theory is real” — and that
means the federal government’s
immigration policy is designed to replace

white Canadians with those of other races.

“They’re going to replace the people of
Alberta,” said Sylvestre.

He also claimed it will soon be a hate crime

in Canada to possess a Bible or Quran.

Later in the meeting, Sylvestre said an
independent Alberta will be one with a very

different makeup.

“Don’t forget that there’s a whole bunch of
people here that are going to leave,” he

said, to loud applause from the audience.

“If we have control over immigration, we

can control who comes here.”

Sylvestre said in the two to three years
following statehood, their vision of an
independent Alberta is a place where

citizenship rights are granted “only to

people who are born here.”

Freedom of religion, freedom
from religion

Rath said an independent Alberta will offer

a better deal for the Indigenous population,

http j / i-raci field i ising-from-immigrati
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and that First Nations would receive triple
the amount of support they currently
receive from the federal government. He
said the federal government have kept
Indigenous people in “abject poverty for

decades” and described Prime Minister

Mark Carney as an “existential threat” who
is “destroying our relationship with the

United States.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

He said an independent Alberta will have
leverage over pipelines, as it basically cuts
off British Columbia from the rest of the
country, at least in a direct east-west
fashion. And he added Alberta could use its
border as leverage. If B.C. doesn’t play ball,
he said, trucks could face two-week waits to
clear the border and make their way to

Saskatchewan and points east.

As for religious freedom in an independent
Alberta, Rath said “we don’t want anyone

else imposing their religion on us.” And he
said the new country would grant freedom

of religion, but also freedom from religion.

However, at the Alberta Prosperity Project
event in Red Deer Wednesday night, the
town hall kicked off with the King James

version of Our Father.

It comes as Johal confirmed results of
StopHateAB investigations into a
September 2025 Alberta Next panel in
Medicine Hat and separatist movements in
Peace County would soon be released.
Online reports could be made public in the

next two weeks.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

Quick Picks

In Davos, Justin Trudeau
argues for more of Canada's
'soft power' as Katy Perry

How Stephen Harper was
right about what the Liberals
got wrong

Man who raped, cut the head
off an Ontario girl, 12, had
his day parole extended

What a 'very, very, very
unlikely' U.S. invasion of
Canada might look like

B.C. teen Piper James bitten
by dingoes hefore she likely
drowned in Australia: autopsy

by Taboola

ising-from-immigrati
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“Our anti-hate provincial outreach project
also has done hate-related community
assessments in Medicine Hat,” Johal said.
“Also, in our community assessment in
Peace Country, specific residents shared

that they were experiencing increased

levels of hate, Indigenous in particular, due

to Alberta’s separatist movement.”

ssandor@postmedia.com

Bookmark our website and support
our journalism: Don’t miss the news
you need to know — add
EdmontonJournal.com and
EdmontonSun.com to your bookmarks

and sign up for our newsletters.

You can also support our journalism by
becoming a digital subscriber. Subscribers
gain unlimited access to The Edmonton
Journal, Edmonton Sun, National Post
and 13 other Canadian news sites. The

Edmonton Journal | The Edmonton Sun
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Child detained in Minneapolis immigration raids returned home, congressman
says

Judge who ordered the boy's release, said 'the case has its genesis in the ill-conceived and
incompetently-implemented government pursuit of daily deportation quotas, apparently even if it

Enjoy Club Med Cancun's enhanced Family experience
40% OFF on Club Med Cancun
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Flames place veteran forward on waivers

Olympic speed skating is measured in seconds. Travel time between venues? Hours

Calvin Pickard goes from saving the Edmonton Oilers in NHL playoffs, to waivers

'please nobody claim him please!": Hockey world reacts to Oilers waiving fan fave
Pickard

Social media in Edmonton ramped up today with news that the Edmonton Oilers had waived back-up
goalie Calvin Pickard, beloved by many fans for his solid playoff performances two years running.
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voices of the “leave” movement, spoke to

about 100 supporters.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

Rath said the Stay Free Alberta movement’s
internal reserarch shows very different
numbers than what the big-time pollsters
are releasing to the public. An Ipsos poll
from earlier the week showed that “leave
support” is at 29 per cent, but that number
drops in half when respondents were asked
to consider the financial hardships that
might come with living in a newly minted

country.

Headline News
Get the latest headlines,
breaking news and columns.

youremail@email.con

By signing up you consent to receive the above
newsletter from Postmedia Network Inc.

Interested in more newsletters? Browse
here.

Rath said that his group is showing 40 per
cent support for separatism province wide.
In rural areas, Rath claimed support is at
60 per cent. He gushed about a Calgary
event Monday which he said attracted

4,960 supporters.

https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-separatist-event-carney Page 2 of 10
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By taking on U.S. President Donald Trump,
supporting NATO and Denmark in
opposing American incursion into
Greenland, Carney entered a fight he can’t
win, Rath believes. The Alberta Prosperity
Project, of which Rath is a member, has met
with U.S. State Department officials three
times, and has repeated the message that an
independent Alberta will be supported by
Americans. He said the key is to work with
America, and to not try and stare down our

neighbours to the south.

“But there’s Carney, he’s literally like a
mouse biting on the toenail of an elephant,”
said Rath, as children played mini golf on a
series of holes set up through the hallway
adjoining the conference room. “He’s
talking about going to war with the United
States of America. I can’t imagine anyone

doing anything more asinine than that.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Do you think Donald Trump gives a crap if
Carney said ‘but I got elbows?’ Does anyone
see anything more pathetic, more ridiculous
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and more embarrassing to the country of
Canada? And, again, for that reason I am
really happy. I am not a Canadian anymore.
I'm an Albertan, so this s—t doesn’t

embarrass me.”

At one point during Rath’s speech, a
cellphone rang. The ringtone? The theme to

The X-Files.

A man with an Alberta flag shield and flag pole opens
the door for Albertans arriving to sign a petition
calling for provincial independence, at a hotel in west
Edmonton, Tuesday Jan. 27, 2026. PHOTO BY DAVID
BLOOM /Postmedia

From Buenos Aires to Budapest

Rath said that Alberta would need to have
its nationhood recognized by not only its
American friends, but “like minded”
governments in Israel, Argentina and

Hungary.

On Monday, provincial NDP Leader Naheed
Nenshi said that Premier Danielle Smith
has been cozying up to Trump, and warned
of the president’s desire to make Canada the

51st state.

“Separatism scares away investment,” said

Nenshi. “It costs us jobs. It makes life more

expensive and it makes life more uncertain,
and as we’ve seen just in the last few days,

https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-separatist-event-carney Page 5 of 10
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separatism is also a national security threat.
It makes Albertans more vulnerable in
intensely fragile times. But perhaps most
important to Albertans today, separatism is
a distraction from the real problems we’re
facing every day. So let me be clear,
separatism doesn’t lower the cost of living.
Separatism doesn’t build hospital beds.
Separatism doesn’t hire more teachers or

address classroom complexity.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

But Rath said that any MLA signing a
loyalty pledge to Canada would be

committing political suicide.

“We have a lot of people, believe it or not,

who vote NDP, who belong to unions in this

province, that are supporting Alberta

independence,” said Rath.

‘No vacancy’

An independent Alberta would immediately
put up a “no vacancy” sign for potential

immigrants, Rath said.

“There is no way on God’s green earth that
we need any temporary foreign workers in
this province,” Rath said to applause.
“There are international mobility program
workers, all being subsidized by the federal
government to compete with your kids for
rent, compete with your kids for housing,
plug our emergency rooms. They stuff our
classrooms full of children who do not
speak English, they’re English as a second
language students, and they’re driving our

teachers to distraction.”

https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-separatist-event-carney
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He said Alberta would also have a strong
deportation program. He decried the fact
that many immigrants now work entry-level

jobs.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

“It used to be that working in a fast-food
restaurant was an entry-level job for a 16-
year-old. My first job, believe it or not, was
here in Edmonton, at a little Kentucky Fried
Chicken/burger joint in Riverbend. Now,
you can’t get that job. It’s like, ‘no, you don’t
speak whatever Southeast Asian language
all the rest of our employees speak, so we
can’t hire you.” That’s literally being told to
our kids when they apply for jobs at these

places.”

Rath’s promise to get tough on immigration
resounded with supporters, who cheered his

sentiments.

Pam Charlet, the former co-owner of
Hathaway’s Diner, an Edmonton dining

scene staple, said Canada is being overrun

by minority groups.

“The way I look at it, I am most scared of
Sharia Law,” said Charlet. “We’re going to
say that we're going to be secular, but then
DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion) and
minority groups get priority, and we’re not

a free country at all.
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“I don’t want the government owning our
grocery stores. I don’t want the government
deciding that my $100 to the truckers’

convoy was a bad thing.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

Charlet is still raw over needing to close
down the diner to comply with COVID
protocols. She said it is unfair that small

businesses were forced to close, then later

forced to police customers if they wanted to
remain open. She didn’t feel it was her
business to ask for vaccination records in

order for a diner to be seated.

“Was I going to be the Gestapo for our

government?” she said.

“The government has overreached. And if
you’re asking why I am here, why I am
helping out and promoting this, it’s because

Canada is done.”

-With files from Cindy Tran

ssandor@postmedia.com

Bookmark our website and support
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(o Listen to article)

This weekend, as delegates gather in Calgary, Alta. for the Conservative Party of Canada
convention, Alberta separatism has become a key question in the party’s Prairie
stronghold.

Mitch Sylvestre, the man behind the petition that could lead to a referendum on
separation, won't be there: he says he’s “cured of federalism” and moving on from federal
politics. But his movement is certain to be present onstage and behind the scenes this
weekend, particularly given that the movement has been
directly seeking help from an expansionist Trump administration.

Arno Kopecky spoke with Sylvestre twice this week — once before, and once after the
reporting.

These conversations have been edited for clarity and brevity, and contain language that
isn’t for everyone.

And a note: Sylvestre’s views are often on the extreme end of the political spectrum, and
some of his assertions, such as claiming the Liberal Party are “criminals,” that Canada is
headed toward a totalitarian communist state in the coming years or that the United
Nations has targeted the “Caucasian world” are unproven. We have left them in the
transcript because we feel their value in explaining Sylvestre’s worldview is significant,
not because we endorse them.

Arno Kopecky

I'm curious to hear about you and the Alberta Prosperity Project — what your
relationship is to the Conservative Party and you feel about this convention coming up.
Are you going?

Mitch Sylvestre

No. I've been cured of federalism here after the last election. I was always an
“independent Alberta within Canada” guy — until April 28th, I believe is the date of the
last election, and that swung me hard and actually fired up the independence
movement here in Alberta.

Mitch Sylvestre, the man behind the petition that could lead to a
referendum on Alberta's separation, won’t be at the Conservative Party
of Canada's convention. He says he’s “cured of federalism” and moving
on from federal politics.

Kopecky
So if the election had gone otherwise, I take it things might be different right now — if
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Conservatives were to take power again and form a government, would you feel
differently about Alberta leaving? Or is it too late?

Sylvestre

I think it's too late now. I think there's so many reasons — pro-Alberta reasons — why
we should leave the Confederation that I would be wary of the deal that Ottawa would
have to come back to Alberta with to make them stay here. It would have to be
substantial. I don't even think it's an issue at this point because all the trust is gone.

Kopecky
With the Liberal Party, but what about with the Conservatives?

Sylvestre

Well, the Conservatives — Mr. Poilievre is not going to take equalization and cancel it.
So that's going to be a problem. Pierre says lots of really good things up to this point
about the oil patch and about all the things that he would do that the Premier, that the
prime ministers of the last 10 or 11 years have not and are not doing for Alberta.

The basic facts are Ottawa's been sabotaging Alberta oil for a long, long time, but it's
very, very noticeable in the last 11 years. We're seeing a federal government actually
sabotaging the biggest industry in the country and hurting the people of this province
with no regard to anything but themselves as far as I can see and we also see a very
corrupt Liberal government there.

We're at the point where we don't trust the system. We don't believe that the system
can produce a government that's not corrupt. You cannot negotiate with criminals, so it
becomes very difficult for us to understand why there would be a path for us to stay
here. Does that make sense?

Kopecky

I just keep coming back to the idea that Pierre Poilievre would agree with almost
everything you've said. (I think obviously he would disagree with the last part.) Do you
not believe that, or do you just think he'll never get back into office to even try?

Sylvestre
I don't think he'll ever get back into office, actually, to tell you the truth.

Kopecky
Have you ever had a chance to speak with Poilievre or Conservative MPs and get their
sense of things?

Sylvestre
I have not. I have never even met my own MP. She lives an hour and a half drive from
me. They don't seem to be too concerned about regional politics.
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CANAD#

Having arrived in Alberta amid news breaking of more contact between the separatists
and US officials than previously reported, Kopecky called Sylvestre back on Jan. 29 to ask
about the new revelations.

Kopecky

Good morning, Mitch. There was a question I meant to ask you yesterday and then ran
out of time because I had to run. I was just wondering if you had gone to the US with
Jeffrey Rath as part of that delegation.

Sylvestre
I'm not even talking ¢l thatayymene. Thatisthestufidescgodoean tehl &f ... that
is so insignificant, if you only knew. [Laughs] It's the stupidest goddamn conversation.

NA: ON ALI‘aggﬁwﬂking about that anymore.

NEWS OPINIONKOWIS BUSINESS CIVIC SEARCHLIGHT CLIMATE SOLUTIONS SPECIAL REPORTS PODCASTS NEWSLETTERS
Q What’s stupid about it?
Sylvestre

I just want you to understand you're talking about a lawyer, a shopkeeper and a retired
heart surgeon going down to the US to talk to government people, and everybody's
making a big deal out of it. Like, really? Come on — like, put that in context. Fuck.
Pardon me, but it was so goddamn stupid that it's almost hard to believe. Like, I'm not
mad at you for asking, but everybody's so focused on us and the Americans. I want to
ask you a question. Pick three random people from your hometown. And imagine them
— like the Beverly Hillbillies going to the US, and talking to these guys, as if there could
be any consequence come out of that. It makes me laugh. It literally makes me laugh.

Kopecky
Were you one of the "hillbillies" though?

Sylvestre
Yeah, I was. I went once. I went once and chose not to go back. I mean there's been
three trips. I declined the first one, went on the second one, and declined the third one.

Kopecky
Why did you decline the third one?

Sylvestre
Well, because what's the point of going there? We're just a casual conversation. We got
no power. Like we're three regular Alberta citizens — a small businessman, a lawyer
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and a retired doctor. Like, come on, we're not elected. We have no power to make any
decisions for anybody. Yeah, we're running a movement of people, but you know what?
I started this by running rooms of 300, 400 people and basically ended up as being the
leader because nobody else would do it and nobody else could. I mean, that's basically
the only reason that this has happened. And it's just a very large collection of
disgruntled Albertans, is what it is. And you know what, I just happen to be the lucky
guy that gets to represent them. These disgruntled Albertans may change the course of
history, however.

Kopecky
But, you're certainly rocking the boat in a very major fashion, you know.

Sylvestre

I'm humbled by the fact that people actually believe that we could actually do any of
that kind of stuff. I mean, that's totally Danielle Smith's area. I've talked to the premier
on a regular basis. What they can do and what they wanna do or what they can
accomplish is entirely up to them. They're the people in power to do it. I just don't
understand why they're not doing it. There's nothing holding them up. Like what's
holding them up from going down there?

Kopecky

I think the argument is people are worried that Trump and his team will invade
Alberta the way they want to invade Greenland, and they will hold up the desire for
independence as an excuse and say, “hey, look, there's folks that want to [separate],
we're going to come and rescue those folks.”

Sylvestre
They're gonna come and rescue Alberta. So I'm gonna ask you a question. Who do we
need rescuing from?

Kopecky
Well, you're telling me that it's Ottawa.

Sylvestre
Oh, I totally agree with you. So why isn't Ottawa rescuing?

Kopecky
I guess people don't think Alberta needs rescuing, that it's doing pretty well.

Sylvestre

I think they should take five minutes and pay attention to what's going on. Maybe we
should put my video all out there for Albertans and Canadians to see how crooked the
Canadian government actually is and how they're absolutely raping Alberta and with
no intent to stop anytime in the near future. So how are we in a position that we need
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rescuing from our own government?

Kopecky
I don't think Trump thinks that, but I think he would love to come in and seize
Alberta’s oil and take it for himself — that's what people are worried about.

Sylvestre
What's stopping him from doing it now?

Kopecky
Less and less every day.

Sylvestre
Well, it's not my fault. That's not my fault or our fault.

Kopecky
I'm not saying it is, Mitch.

Sylvestre

Why don't you write something along those lines for me? Write something along those
lines and put it out there and send it to me and say, you know what, this is their
perspective. Their perspective is, we're not making a deal with Donald Trump. If
Donald Trump wanted to come to Alberta, he's got the most powerful army in the
world, and we have no army here, dismantled completely by the Liberals. And the
equipment is antique. I'm right by Cold Lake. They're still flying ancient jets. They're 40
years old. And uh the Americans are, you know, the, the F-18s are ancient. They're up
to F-35 now, and I think there's a sequential number there, so you know how
antiquated our stuff is.

This could never possibly be a fight. So the Americans have to understand that there's
no logical reason that they just couldn't walk in here and take over already. And I'm
gonna share something with you. I'm going to Cartston tonight. Half the people in
Cardston have dual citizenships.

Kopecky
Asdo L

Sylvestre
Oh, there you go! So are you gonna fight your brothers in the USA?

Kopecky

I'm an Albertan first, so, if they tried to invade us, I would probably fight that. But, I'm
just curious if you're worried about an independent Alberta — are you worried that
that would be more vulnerable to a US hostile takeover?
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Sylvestre

I don't think it would change the situation one iota. What would be different? We have
a different government. That's the difference between an independent Alberta and
Canada is that Canada sure as hell ain't gonna protect us. They've been doing nothing
but sabotage what we're doing for the last 100 — 100 years — literally. I mean, it, it,
well, right, I, I just don't understand the concern, and I've said this multiple times.

I'm gonna, I'm gonna get mad at some point. I haven't blown up on the group like I just
did with you because from my perspective, from the 2,000-foot view, I look at this like,
what's stopping them from doing it now? They [Ottawa] don't wanna do anything to fix
it, so they're actually pushing us towards this, right? They couldn't do more to further
the conversation on Alberta independence. What else could they do?

I mean, what else could they do to push us down the line to help us out? It's like they're
on speed dial for us. It's like, OK, so the next thing you should do is line up with the
communist Chinese and go to Beijing and have a press conference and announce that
now we're going for the New World Order. Like, really? Did you see Scott Moe? Scott
Moe wanted to crawl under the table.

Kopecky
Well, that speech raised a lot of eyebrows.

Sylvestre

And I wanna ask you a question. Why don't you go after those assholes at the
convention here this weekend, all those Federalists, and ask them what is, exactly, the
New World Order? What does that mean? You wanna talk about traitors? New World
Order in my world is one world government. That means no more Canada. Right?

Kopecky
I'm on my way there, right after this phone call.

Sylvestre

You ask them. Ask the MPs. Ask the guys that are already in government. How are you
not screaming your fool fucking heads off? Like, really, what is the New World Order?
Define that. I want a definition on that. Does that mean that we get to elect and run our
own country? I mean, the United Nations has been anything but a friend to the
Caucasian world. I mean, you're seeing disruptions in Europe, UK, Canada, New
Zealand, Australia. Very little anywhere else. New World Order is after white
Christianity by the looks of it, it seems to me. They're trying to replace us.

Kopecky
Have you traveled outside of Canada?

Sylvestre
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Well, I go to the US. I've never been to Europe.

Kopecky
Not South America or Africa or Asia?

Sylvestre
I go to Central America. I go fishing. I go fishing in Panama and Costa Rica.

Kopecky
Yeah, they've got good fishing down there.

Sylvestre
Yeah, the best deep sea fishing in the world. But, no I've never been all over that place,
you know why?

Kopecky
Why?

Sylvestre
I'm too busy working to pay my taxes.

Kopecky
You and me, both.

Sylvestre
So are you not getting a little tired of that?

Kopecky
Ilike the education and the roads and the infrastructure and the healthcare that comes
with it.

Sylvestre
That's smoke. It doesn't cost nearly as much as they're telling you it costs.

Kopecky
Yeah, well, you could be right. You could be right.

Sylvestre

You will remember this conversation maybe one day. You err on the side of caution
and stay where you are, I believe we're gonna end up in flat-out communism here in
the next three, four, five years. And once they get that digital box around you that
they're building right now, there's only one way out of that. It's gonna be awful.
Communism comes in with the promise and out with the bullets. It's best right now to
slow the train down so that everybody understands what's going on so that competent,
intelligent, well-informed people, they will make the right decisions.
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But it's your job to inform them. That's historically been your job as a journalist, is to
keep an eye on government and make sure that you salvage and keep our democracy.
That's a heavy burden as far as I'm concerned.

Kopecky
One question for you. The $500 billion line of credit that Jeffrey Rath has said he's
asking the [US] Treasury for. Do you know anything about that?

Sylvestre
I know no more than you. But I also want you to put a caveat on that. I also know that a
free and independent Alberta could get money to function from anywhere.

I've talked to Canadian bankers about that. Of course we have no power to do anything
about that. So, a $500 billion loan has to come from somewhere if that's what's
required to run this and that's what's going to be required to smooth the transition.
There will be, there will be money involved. I've asked the Premier personally: have
you guys got a plan in the event of a successful referendum and [Alberta] becoming
free and independent, and their answer is no. So if they have not got a contingency
plan, they're being irresponsible and therefore as far as I'm personally concerned, are
leaving it up to somebody else to get it done.

January 29th 2026
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Louis Bertrand | January 30th 2026, 05:32 am

The reporter handled it well. He gave the guy a chance to speak his mind, but didn't engage in an argument
when provoked.

The east-west divergence of perception about the role of the federal government in the oil and gas sector is
almost unbridgeable. 30-something billion for a pipeline, yet the industry is oppressed.

D'Arcy Rattray | January 30th 2026, 08:51 am

Trudeau gave Alberta their pipeline to tidewater. Trudeau!

And yet, we watched/ heard Danielle Smith blame Trudeau for all Alberta’s woes!

Instead of taking responsibility for the disaster that is the Alberta Healthcare system, and the fact that it is
Smith herself ’ that fueled the continued unrest in the Alberta School System , after using the Notwithstanding
Clause against the Alberta Educators/Teachers.

Everything is Trudeau’s fault. Sound familiar? Pierre Poilievre has done the exact same thing for years!
Trudeau Trudeau Trudeau ...

What blaming Mr. Trudeau did for Smith yesterday, was get her out of truly admitting she’ has
fueled/encouraged/enabled the Separatist movement in Alberta . Period.

What | did-not hear from Danielle Smith yesterday? Was Smith fully stating her loyalty and love for her
country, Canada ....

Geoffrey Pounder | January 30th 2026, 10:53 am

Alberta's oilsands industry would never have got off the ground without federal govt investment and R&D. Never
mind billions in subsidies.
Under Trudeau, AB's O&G industry enjoyed record profits on record production.

Max Fawcett: "The oil and gas sector will miss Justin Trudeau. No, really"
"... while Canada was 'closed' for oil and gas business, the industry increased its oil production by more than a
million barrels per day. Its biggest companies posted record profits in 2022, and then almost did it again in 2023.
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Meanwhile, in 2024 the federal govt completed the construction of the first pipeline to Pacific tidewater in
decades, one that immediately (and significantly) increased oil prices received by the same companies
complaining so bitterly about Trudeau's reign.

"... Justin Trudeau has been the best prime minister their industry has seen in decades. He has done more to
advance their interests, often at the cost of his own political capital, than any of his living predecessors."

Tris Pargeter | January 31st 2026, 09:07 am

Seems Poilievre isn't the only super-righteous one fixated on Trudeau, AND Max Fawcett actually....

Geoffrey Pounder | January 31st 2026, 10:22 am

On this point, Fawcett is correct. Contrary to the delusional claims of Alberta separatists, Trudeau's
government enabled dramatic growth in O&G production and profits. My quotation is perfectly apt.

With enemies like Trudeau, the O&G industry does not need friends.
With friends like Trudeau, the climate movement does not need enemies.

Alex Botta | January 31st 2026, 11:03 am
One pipeline down. It was approved a decade ago.

If another one materialized today it would be a miracle, an exercise in promoting bankruptcy, of being
led by magical thinking over competent risk assessment and long term planning.

Alex Botta | January 30th 2026, 11:44 am

This interview only confirms my suspicions. These separatists are too far down the rabbit hole to be convinced of
anything outside of their own myopic views. Their sight of the outside world is occluded by small minded
precepts like "white Christianity."

The idea that a club of Alberta separatists could secure a $US500B loan to carry out carving the province from
the confederation is so completely far fetched that it defies reality.

The US is $US38 trillion in debt to its international creditors (via US treasury bonds). They are now starting to pull
out of US dollar denominated transactions, selling their US T-bills, failing to buy any more of them and thus
rejecting further US loans, and extending their motives to get away from the US to include their purchasing

power.

Trump is fast erasing the international trust the world put into the American financial system that underpinned the
US for 80+ years.

So, a half trillion loan to a clutch of Alberta separatists? Not gonna happen.

Alex Botta | January 30th 2026, 12:03 pm
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The only way the US could inject more energy into the separatist cause in Alberta is to take over more of the
Alberta economy to benefit American private economic interests.

Well, the Alberta oil industry is already 80% foreign owned, mainly by US-headquartered oil companies. So
the effort to complete the circle would be quite easy.

At least Silvestre is being honest about his hatred of federalism. He mocks the efforts to separate by those
who would suck up to Trump's version of Americana. But he is woefully unprepared to assume the huge
economic and legal challenges to first separate, then build a new entity (it won't be a big 'province' once it's
carved up by powerful competing interests) and then govern it.

None if them, not one, has a plan --or even a concept of a plan. Like a new pipeline coupled to CCS tech and
amorphous overseas demand, it remains a fantasy based on magical thinking.

But the propaganda will be huge. That needs to have an equal counterpunch of truth.

Richard Asselin | January 30th 2026, 12:02 pm

If you repeat a lie often enough, people will believe it. Similarly, if a honest politician speaks the truth often

enough, people will also believe it.

What is the Alberta NDP saying about the state if their province under the rule of the federal government?

Tris Pargeter | January 31st 2026, 09:18 am

| simply can't bother even following this idiot, the reluctant "hero" as usual who can't see past his own tedious

and predictably outsized ego AS USUAL, never mind the truth.

Tris Pargeter | January 31st 2026, 09:18 am

| simply can't bother even following this idiot, the reluctant "hero" as usual who can't see past his own tedious

and predictably outsized ego AS USUAL, never mind the truth.

Sign up

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2026/01/29/news/world-according-man-behind-albertas-separatism-petition

385

2026—102—02, 11:50 AM

Page 12 of 14



'They're trying to replace us': the conspiracy theories driving the...hind Alberta separatism | Canada's National Observer: Climate News

NEWS OPINION ANALYSIS

Canada's National Observer is reader-funded—no
billionaire owners, no corporate backers. Your
subscription makes independent climate journalism
possible.

Subscribe to National Observer

Winner Winner Winner

About
Masthead
Team
Awards
Help
Contact
Jobs
Contribute
Advertise
Search
The Trust Project
Ethics
Terms

Privacy

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2026/01/29/news/world-according-man-behind-albertas-separatism-petition

2026—202—02, 11:50 AM

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS SPECIAL REPORTS PODCASTS NEWSLETTERS

Donate to the Climate Solutions Reporting Project and
help fund solutions-focused climate coverage.

Winner Honoree Finalist

See all our awards

Download our app

App Store Google Play

Page 13 of 14
386



'They're trying to replace us': the conspiracy theories driving the...hind Alberta separatism | Canada's National Observer: Climate News 2026-02-02, 11:50 AM

Admin

© Observer Media Group 2026 f “ o d‘ in ﬁ

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2026/01/29/news/world-according-man-behind-albertas-separatism-petition Page 14 of 14

387



094

388



'A natural partner': US treasury secretary weighs in on Alberta separatism 2026-02-02, 11:50 AM

an interview on Thursday.

"I think we should let them come down into the US, and Alberta is a natural
partner for the US. They have great resources. The Albertans are very
independent people."

The top US official's comments come amid strained ties between US and
Canada, and as signatures are being collected in the province seeking an
independence referendum.

ADVERTISEMENT

A universe of companies.

In comments to conservative host Jack Posobiec, Bessent went on to say there
is a "rumour that they may have a referendum on whether they want to stay in
Canada or not".

A group in Alberta has until May to collect at least 178,000 signatures - or 10%
of eligible voters - for a referendum campaign.

Asked about Bessent's remarks on Friday, federal Finance Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne said he'd tell him "thanks but no thanks, we will do our
own things".

He said Canadians are "able to develop our natural resources at home" and
pointed to a deal recently inked by Prime Minister Mark Carney with Alberta
that opens the door for an oil pipeline to the Pacific. It's a project long pushed
for by Canada's oil heartland but one which faces significant hurdles.

A spokesman for Alberta Premier Danielle Smith said in a statement to the BBC
that the province supports new pipelines "west, east, north, and south, and we
will continue to work with our US partners on building more pipeline capacity
to US markets".

"But the premier also believes the overwhelming majority of Albertans are not
interested in becoming a US state".

Late last year over 430,000 signatures were gathered for a petition calling for a
united Canada to counter the separatist push, and polls indicate a majority of
Albertans want to stay in Canada.

Many supporters of separatism have also told media they are seeking
independence from Canada - not to join the US.

Mitch Sylvestre, who is spearheading the referendum petition, told the CBC on
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Friday he doesn't think anyone in his movement is eyeing the US.

He said he thought Bessent's comment on Alberta and the US being "natural
partners" was obvious given the energy trade between them.

Still, some organisers of the movement have said they have travelled to
Washington to meet officials from the Trump administration.

Meanwhile, trade talks between the US and Canada are on ice, and President
Donald Trump has expressed irritation with the prime minister over a blunt
speech he delivered at the World Economic Forum in Davos calling out "great
powers" for weaponising their economic might.

Trump responded in his own speech with: "Canada lives because of the United
States. Remember that, Mark, the next time you make your statements."

Other US officials have also criticised Carney's speech, including Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick, who this week accused Canada of being "arrogant”
and Carney of pandering to a domestic audience by adopting an anti-US stance.

‘We have more in common with America than the rest of Canada'
'‘Canada lives because of US' - Trump digs at Carney in Davos speech

Canada Alberta

2026-02-02, 11:50 AM

Billionaire Frank Stronach faces sexual Pedro Pascal and Meryl Streep lead Canada's Poilievre sweeps Conservative
tributes to Catherine O'Hara party leadership test with 87.4%

assault trial in Canada

MORE FROM THE BBC

4 days ago

27 Nov 2025

16 Nov 2025

'Respect Canadian sovereignty', Carney tells US
officials after they meet Alberta separatists

Alberta separatists have held three meetings with members of the Trump
administration to discuss their push for independence

4 days ago

Carney's new Alberta oil pipeline deal already
faces opposition
The deal comes as Canada seeks to diversify oil exports away from the US but

has led to the resignation of a minister and environmentalist from Carney's
cabinet.

27 Nov 2025
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The rift between two provinces at odds over a proposed pipeline is straining
Canada's unity as it seeks to become an energy superpower.

16 Nov 2025

1onevz0zs - Canada loses its measles-free status, with US
on track to follow
The country hasn't been able to curb an outbreak of more than 5,000 cases over
the last year, while US cases are at a 33-year high.
10 Nov 2025

20 Jul 2025

How Canada became the centre of a measles
outbreak in North America

Confirmed cases of measles in Canada are nearly three times higher than in the
US, despite Canada's far smaller population.

20 Jul 2025
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THAT:

I. [ am a Senior Fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation, an

independent Canadian think-tank headquartered in Waterloo, Ontario; a Fellow at the Basillie

School of International Affairs, and a Professor Emeritus at the University of Toronto’s Munk

School of International Affairs, where I taught from 1988 to 2013.

2. My area of expertise relates to national security, intelligence and security policy in

both a Canadian and international context.

The scope of my expert option report

3. On January 6, 2026, [ agreed to be retained by O’Kelly Law as an independent expert

witness to provide a report on the potential for foreign interference, or any other national
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security risks, arising from the “petition process” and the harms, if any, which could result

from foreign interference.

4. I certify that I am aware of my duty as an expert witness to assist the Court and not to
be an advocate for any party. I have made this affidavit and have given this written testimony
in conformity with that duty. If I am called to give further testimony, it will be in conformity

with that duty.

5. I further certify that the opinion evidence set out in this report is restricted to matters
that fall within my area of expertise. My report is based solely on my professional expertise

and knowledge. The text of this report was written by me and is free of Al-generated content.
Dr. Wesley Wark, Professional Background & Qualifications

6. I have been engaged in studies of national security and intelligence issues, in both an

academic and public policy environment, for over forty years, starting in the late 1970s.

7. I am currently a senior fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation
(CIGI), an independent, non-partisan public policy think tank. As part of my work for CIGI, 1
conduct research and write on issues relating to national security and intelligence. I am also a
fellow at the Balsillie School of International Relations, where I mentor graduate students and
serve as the chief instructor for professional courses offered by the Balsillie Executive Institute
on national security and intelligence for federal public servants, primarily from the Canadian

security and intelligence community.

8. My academic credentials include a Ph.D. from the London School of Economics, an
MA from Cambridge University, and a B.A. from Carleton University. My academic teaching
appointments include the London School of Economics, McGill University, the University of
Calgary, the University of Toronto, and the University of Ottawa. I spent the majority of my
academic career at the University of Toronto/Munk School of International Affairs, where I
taught for twenty-five years from 1988 to 2013. While at the University of Toronto I offered

unique courses on intelligence history at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.

0. My public policy work includes an assignment by the Privy Council Office to write a
classified history of the Canadian intelligence community, work which I undertook between
1998-2002. I was appointed to the Prime Minister’s Advisory Council on National Security
for two terms, from 2005 to 2009. I also served on the Advisory Committee to the President of

CBSA from 2006 to 2010. At times throughout my career I have held a high-level security
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clearance, equivalent to Enhanced TS/Gamma in the current clearance system (New Standard

on Security Screening).

10. I have been involved in successive public inquiries into national security and
intelligence issues, beginning with the Arar inquiry, where I advised Justice O’Connor on Part
2 recommendations regarding national security and intelligence review. | was commissioned
to write a report for Justice Major’s Inquiry into Air India on RCMP-CSIS intelligence sharing
and cooperation. More recently I was commissioned to write a research paper on the role of
intelligence in public order emergencies for the Public Order Emergency Commission headed
by Justice Rouleau. I also played a leading role with CIGI in terms of the standing granted to
it for the policy phase of the Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference. I was the lead author for

CIGI’s submission to the Foreign Interference Inquiry during its Part Two “policy” phase. !

11. I have been engaged in consultations with national security and intelligence officials
and Ministers in Ottawa on numerous files. These consultations date back to 2003-2004, when
I was asked to advise on the Government’s first National Security Policy, issued in April 2004.
These consultations have also included more recent work with the Privy Council office on
enhancing the government’s open-source intelligence capabilities, and discussions with IRCC
officials on improving its intelligence sharing with CBSA. In the period leading up to the
tabling of Bill C-59, national security framework legislation, in 2017, I advised the then-
Minister of Public Safety, The Honourable Ralph Goodale, on aspects of its provisions. More
recently I was involved in stakeholder discussions held by the Department of Justice and the
Department of Public Safety to consider legislative changes which became Bill C-70, “An Act
Respecting Countering Foreign Interference.” Bill C-70 was given Royal Assent on June 20,
2024, and included the creation of a Foreign Influence Transparency Registry, which is still

being established.

12. I have been asked to write expert opinion reports for the Federal court and provincial
superior courts. These included expert witness testimony in several cases under the
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA), including three security certificate cases

before the Federal Court. In more recent years, I wrote an expert opinion report and testified

!'Written submission of the Centre for International Governance Innovation, as a party with standing in the Part 2
phase on policy, to the Foreign Interference Inquiry,
https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/fileadmin/foreign_interference commission/Documents/Submissions/Fi
nal Submissions/2024-11-04 - Centre for International Governance Innovation.pdf

395


https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/fileadmin/foreign_interference_commission/Documents/Submissions/Final_Submissions/2024-11-04_-_Centre_for_International_Governance_Innovation.pdf
https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/fileadmin/foreign_interference_commission/Documents/Submissions/Final_Submissions/2024-11-04_-_Centre_for_International_Governance_Innovation.pdf

004

in a case involving IRPA s.34(1) allegations of inadmissibility (Elena Crenna and the Minister
of Citizenship and Immigration). The judicial review in this case was granted and the matter
was sent back for redetermination to be carried out in accordance with the reasons (2020 FC
491; Reasons April 6, 2020). I also provided, via an affidavit, an expert opinion report in
another recent s34(1) case. This case, Oleksandr Neshchadym and the Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration, IMM-12584-24, also involved a Ukrainian man deemed inadmissible to
Canada because of alleged membership ties to the KGB. The matter was settled and sent for

redetermination.

13. I also wrote an expert opinion report and testified in the sentencing hearing at the Nova
Scotia superior court for Sub-Lieutenant Jeffery Delisle, who confessed in 2011 to engaging

in espionage on behalf of Russia.

14. I have been called on numerous occasions over the past two decades to testify before
Parliamentary committees on national security and intelligence issues. Going back to
beginnings, I was called to testify in the Fall of 2001 on Canada’s first anti-terrorism
legislation. The most recent occasions involved testimony before the Senate Standing
Committee on National Security and Defence on Bill C-70 in June 2024 and testimony before
the House of Commons Procedure and House Affairs Committee (PROC) on foreign
interference and the creation of the foreign influence transparency registry on December 2,

2025.

15. My most recent book is an edited volume, Secret Intelligence: A Reader (2™ edition,

2020). I co-led a major CIGI study on “Reimagining Canadian National Security Strategy” and
co-authored its capstone report, issued in 2021.1 also co-authored for CIGI a study on Health
Security in the context of COVID-19. I am a contributing writer for the Canadian national

affairs magazine, The Walrus.
Case Materials Reviewed

16. I have been provided by O’Kelly Law with a copy of the statement of claim they have
filed on behalf of the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation.

17. I have also been provided by O’Kelly Law with background information on the
“Citizen Initiative Act, 2021-2025,” and on the Alberta Prosperity Project (APP) and

statements that it has issued in the public domain.
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18.

005

I do not opine on any legal matters as they are not in my area of expertise, and utilise

public domain information on the APP only in connection with my analysis of the potential for

foreign interference in the petition process and any harms that may arise.

19.

Other relevant sources that I refer to are cited in footnotes in the opinion report.

Attached and marked as Exhibit “1” to my affidavit are screenshots, unofficial transcripts and
y p

PDF documents of the sources that I relied on other than news articles, government documents

and academic sources, also referenced in links below with corresponding tab numbers.

Summary of Key Findings in my Expert Opinion

20.

il

1il.

1v.

V1.

Vii.

Viil.

The key findings in my expert opinion are:
Foreign interference targeting Canada is a long-standing national security concern

Foreign interference is persistent, evolving and escalating in keeping with changes in

the geopolitical and technological environments

Foreign interference targeting Canadian federal elections and democratic processes

was a focus of media, political and Parliamentary attention through 2022-2023

The Foreign Interference Inquiry headed by Justice Hogue allowed for an intensive,

public scrutiny of foreign interference threats

Justice Hogue identified information manipulation as an “existential threat to Canada”

in her final report in January 2025

Foreign interference actors with the capabilities and intent to target Canada have been

identified, to include the People’s Republic of China, Russia and India

Since the onset of the second Trump presidency in January 2025, the threat of foreign
interference operations by the United States has grown. The US has significant
capacities to conduct foreign interference operations, has conducted such operations
to effect regime change in Venezuela, and threatened to do so against other countries

in the Western Hemisphere.

The White House National Security Strategy, released in December 2025, provides a
strategic rationale for foreign interference operations by the US in the Western

hemisphere
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1X.

x1.

Xil.

Xiil.

X1V.

The Alberta Prosperity Project (APP) has aligned itself with Trump policies, including
the US National Security Strategy, and sought financial and political support from the

Trump Administration

The actions of the APP could operate as a ‘welcome mat’ for US foreign interference

in the petition process

Plausible scenarios have been publicly identified for US foreign interference

respecting Alberta separatism

It does not appear that the Alberta government or the federal government have taken
any concrete steps to monitor or respond to the potential for foreign interference

during the petition process

Foreign interference operations can cause widespread harm to democratic processes,
to faith in governance, to societal resilience, to economic security, and to the ability

of Canadians to make free and informed choices

Foreign interference from the US, and possibly other foreign countries, will be
determined by their national interest, and by the decisions of their leadership, but are

foreseeable.

The Petition Process:

21.

I have been provided by O’Kelly Law with a copy of the statement of claim they have

filed on behalf of the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation. I have also been provided by O’Kelly Law

with background information on the “Citizen Initiative Act, 2021-2025,” and on the Alberta

Prosperity Project (APP) and statements that it has issued in the public domain.

22. On January 2°2026, Alberta’s Chief Electoral Officer issued the citizen initiative petition

for the constitutional referendum proposal, “A Referendum Relating to Alberta

Independence.” 2 The proposed referendum question is:

“Do you agree that the Province of Albertas should cease to be a part of Canada to

become an independent state?”

2 Elections Alberta, “New Citizen Initiative Petition Issued,” January 2, 2026, https://www.elections.ab.ca/new-

citizen-initiative-petition-issued-2/
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The signature collection period runs from January 3 to May 2, 2026. A total of 177,732
signatures (representing 10% of the votes cast in the 2023 Provincial General Election) is
required for a successful petition.

23. Signatures are collected by a registered canvasser, who must ascertain the proof of

identity and status of an elector and witness a written signature.

Part One:

An Evolving Understanding of the Foreign Interference Threat in Canada

24. Foreign interference has long been a national security concern for Canada. Assessing
the threat posed by foreign interference and advising the government on such threats was one
of four mandated missions set out for the Canadian Security Intelligence Service with its
founding legislation in 1984. In section 2(b) of the CSIS Act we read that threats to the security
of Canada include “foreign influenced activities within or relating to Canada that are
detrimental to the interests of Canada and are clandestine or deceptive or involve a threat to
any person.” 3 Section 12(1) of the CSIS Act authorizes CSIS to collect, analyse and retain

intelligence on such threats and report to the government. *

25. In the aftermath of Russian state-sponsored efforts to interfere with the US Presidential
election in 2016, documented in a US intelligence community assessment, the Government

took steps to build protections against any similar efforts targeting Canada. °

26. These steps involved mechanism to better detect, report and take action to respond to

interference threats against federal elections, as well as increased capacity for CSIS to collect

% Canadian Security Intelligence Service Act, https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/C-23.pdf

4 Ibid

007

5 US Intelligence Community Assessment, “Assessing Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent US Elections,”
declassified version, January 6, 2017, https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GOVPUB-PREX28-PURL-
gpo76345/pdf/GOVPUB-PREX28-PURL-gpo76345.pdf
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intelligence on foreign influenced activity aimed at Canada’s democratic institutions, and

authorization for CSIS to expand public reporting. °

27. 1In response, in July 2021, CSIS released a major public report, the first of its kind,
entitled, “Foreign Interference Threats to Canada’s Democratic Process.” 7 The report was
designed to explain the basics of foreign interference as it affected Canada—the what, why,

and how elements—in order to raise awareness and “sensitize Canadians to the threat.” ®

28. To explain what foreign interference is, CSIS used the reference point of its Act, which
emphasizes harm to Canada’s interests, deceptive and clandestine activities, and threats to any
person. CSIS also distinguished such activity from normal diplomatic conduct or acceptable
foreign state lobbying. There is a line drawn between the clandestine, deceptive and
threatening, and above-board efforts to influence the views of Canadians. Foreign interference
can take both a traditional approach, using person-to-person contacts including through
proxies, or it can operate in the digital realm through the spread of disinformation, the
amplification of misinformation (often referred to as malinformation) or foreign influence

campaigns.

29. Why do foreign interference actors target Canada? CSIS’s answer is that Canada is a
natural target because of our advanced economy and allied relationships. Canada’s
multiculturalism also makes it a target for foreign state actors engaged in transnational
repression or efforts to win over diaspora or other distinct communities to a foreign state’s

policy objectives.

® National Security and Intelligence Committee of Parliamentarians, “Special Report on Foreign Interference in
Canada’s Democratic Processes and Institutions,” Chapter 3, “The Government’s Response,” June 2024,
https://www.nsicop-cpsnr.ca/reports/rp-2024-06-03/03-en.html

7 Canadian Security Intelligence Service, “Foreign Interference Threats to Canada’s Democratic Process,”
unclassified, July 2021, https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/csis-scrs/documents/publications/2021/foreign-
interference-threats-to-canada%27s-democratic-process.pdf

8 Ibid, Executive summary, p. 3; p. 14
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30. When it comes to foreign interference specifically targeting elections and democratic
processes, CSIS notes that these efforts can be directed at the federal government, but also at
provincial and municipal governments “as they determine investments in the economy,
infrastructure, resources and the environment, as well as the health and education of citizens
and residents.” ° To be more inclusive they should have added territorial and indigenous
governments. CSIS could not, of course, in July 2021, have been thinking about the impacts
of foreign interference on a referendum for Alberta independence, but its broader concerns

capture some of the potential harms.

31. CSIS noted that foreign state actors and proxies can have a range of goals for interference
operations across the short, medium, and long terms. What unites these goals is a desire to
advance strategic interests, undermine and discredit democratic practices and erode confidence

in outcomes. '°

32. The conduct of foreign interference operations—the how—revolved, in CSIS’s view,
around exploiting vulnerabilities in the Canadian public, among voters, among elected and
public officials, with lobby groups and community organizations and in the media. Itis a wide
canvas. Of particular relevance to the circumstances of concerns about foreign interference in
the 2026 petition process involving a referendum on Alberta independence, is this statement

from the 2021 report:

“State actors may also attempt to covertly mobilize others involved in the democratic process.
Donors, interest or lobby groups, or community organizations may be used, wittingly or
unwittingly, to carry out interference activities to support a foreign state’s preferred candidate,
or discredit or attack candidates that threaten their interests. For donors, some may have
connections to foreign states or be pressured or coerced into making donations to specific
candidates. For candidates receiving the donations there may be ‘strings attached’ and an

expectation that a candidate will act in the state’s best interest.” !

% Ibid, p. 7

10

11

Ibid

Ibid, p. 9

401

009



010 010

33. What the CSIS report provided was a general overview of the foreign interference threat.
It identified no specific foreign interference actors and offered no case studies. But the year
2022 would begin a process whereby much greater public and political attention would be paid
to foreign interference threats and more alarming details of their manifestation would come

into the public sphere.

34. The process began with the Freedom Convoy protests of January and February 2022 that
eventuated in a significant occupation of the downtown core of Ottawa, ultimately cleared
through the unprecedented invocation of the Emergencies Act by the federal government, and
blockades at key border crossings between Canada and the United States which harmed cross-
border trade and damaged Canada’s reputation as a safe trading partner. One of the key triggers
for the federal government’s decision to invoke the Act resulted from the discovery by an
RCMP-led INSET investigation of a cache of weapons and related military-grade gear near the
Coutts, Alberta, border blockade.'> Deliberations at the Cabinet level included fears of
violence at Coutts, the possible spread of violence to other Freedom Convoy protests and the

over-stretch of policing resources across the country.

35. Two key foreign interference concerns were identified during the Public Order
Emergency Commission in relation to the Freedom Convoy protests. One involved questions
of potential foreign involvement in information operations depicting and supporting the
Freedom Convoy. The other concerned the sources of funding for the Freedom Convoy. These
issues were canvassed in the course of the proceedings and report of the Public Order
Emergency Commission (POEC), mandated by the Emergencies Act, and presided over by

Justice Paul Rouleau.

36. Justice Rouleau found that social media played a critical role in shaping the Freedom
Convoy. As he stated, social media platforms were used to support the organization of the

Freedom Convoy, but they also allowed what he called an important dynamic before and

12 Report of the Public Inquiry into the 2022 Public Order Emergency (herafter cited as POEC), Final Report, voil.
1, section 13.5, https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/documents/Final-Report/Vol-1-Report-of-the-
Public-Inquiry-into-the-2022-Public-Order-Emergency.pdf
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during the Convoy: “hate speech, propaganda, conspiracy theories and lies,” all of which could
“spread farther, faster and cheaper than ever before.” '* He described social media as an
“accelerant for misinformation and disinformation,” which, he found, “clearly played a role in
the protests.” '* He described it as a “pervasive” phenomenon, even if its overall impact could

not be precisely identified. >

37. Justice Rouleau was presented with evidence from the Government of Canada that there
was no basis to believe that the Freedom Convoy was the product of a foreign disinformation
campaign. But he also regarded this as a potential over-simplification, given the extent to
which foreign state actors had already seeded the information space with so much

disinformation during COVID-19, “as a means to sow mistrust in democratic governments.”'¢

38. In my own commissioned research paper for the Inquiry, which focused on the role of
intelligence in public order emergencies, I noted the evidence from one investigation into the
Freedom Convoy’s “Facebook ecosystem.” This study, by The Verge organization, found that
by the time demonstrations had converged in Ottawa, the Convoy’s Facebook activities were
being run by five administrators with U.S. ties. The Verge analysis concluded that the Freedom
Convoy’s social media activity began with “a small collection of local conspiracy theorists,”
but was “given a megaphone by America’s powerful right-wing disinformation machine.” !’

Foreign content mills and deceptive sites also played a role in amplification of misinformation

and disinformation during the Freedom Convoy protest, including ones run from Bangladesh

13 POEC Final Report, volume 1: Overview, February 2023, p. 29,
https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/documents/Final-Report/Vol-1-Report-of-the-Public-Inquiry-
into-the-2022-Public-Order-Emergency.pdf

14 Ibid, p. 142

15 Ibid

16 Ibid, p. 30

17 Wesley Wark, “The Role of Intelligence in Public Order Emergencies,” commissioned research paper, pp. 13-

14, https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/documents/Policy-Papers/The-Role-of-Intelligence-in-
Public-Order-Emergencies- Wark.pdf
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and Bulgaria, and a stolen account belonging to a Missouri woman (which Facebook moved

to disable). '®

39. The Rouleau commission took an even deeper look at the question of financial support
for the Freedom Convoy, something that was more susceptible to forensic examination, and
aligned with government efforts to target the sources of funding and use Emergencies Act
powers to enact asset freezes, as a deterrent, based on a list of “designated persons” provided

by the RCMP.

40. The picture that emerged had two elements: one was the sheer amount of funds that the
Freedom Convoy was able to acquire quickly through donations to online platforms. The other
was the ability of Convoy organizers to switch fund-raising platforms as problems emerged.
The initial platform used was “GoFund Me.” When that platform ultimately refused to allow
its use by the Freedom Convoy, Convoy organizers created a new channel for funds to flow to
it, through a US-based platform,“GiveSendGo.” It, too, was eventually blocked, primarily by

injunctions issued by the Ontario government. '’

41. The Rouleau commission was also able to identify, in general, where the money came
from. The funds that flowed through the initial “GoFundMe” channel, amounting to over $10
million, came primarily from donors in Canada. Once the funding switched to “GiveSendGo,”
in February 2022, the picture changed. This channel had far fewer donors, and raised less
money (c. $0.5 million), but the majority of it came from the United States. > A method for

raising funds using cryptocurrencies was also created for the Freedom Convoy. It raised

13 1bid, p. 14; Emily Laidlaw of the University of Calgary provided a map of the various social media platforms
utilised by the Freedom Convoy in another commissioned research paper, “Mis-Dis-and Mal-Information and the
Convoy: An Examination of the Role and Responsibilities of Social Media,”
https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/documents/Policy-Papers/Mis-Dis-and-Mal-Information-and-
the-Convoy-Laidlaw.pdf

19 Report of the Public Inquiry into the 2022 Public Order Emergency (hereafter cited as POEC), volume 1:
Overview, February 2023, pp. 96-101, https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/documents/Final-
Report/Vol-1-Report-of-the-Public-Inquiry-into-the-2022-Public-Order-Emergency.pdf; an Overview report was
prepared by Commission counsel on “Fundraising in Support of Protestors,” which provided more details, see
https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/overview-reports/COM.OR.00000005.pdf?t=1667488145

20 Ibid, p. 101
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relatively little money ($7,685.90) but 50 % of the funds were never accounted for, according

to the RCMP.!

42. While the vast majority of donations for the Freedom Convoy were identified as coming
from Canadian sources, an independent study made available to POEC noted the extent to
which the “GoFundMe” campaign was promoted by US-based, right-wing groups, including
white supremacist channels, over Facebook. The same study noted that “GiveSend Go,” was

“highly popular among right-wing communities in the US and beyond.” *'

43. Justice Rouleau called the Freedom Convoy, “a singular moment in history, in which
simmering social, political and economic grievances were exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic, shaped by a complex online landscape rife with misinformation and disinformation

and unleashed in a torrent of political protest and social unrest.” >

44. No sooner than the Freedom Convoy had been brought to an end by the use of the
Emergencies Act, another “singular” moment erupted, this time on the world stage, but with

implications for Canada.

45. On February 24, 2022, after months of military preparation and threats, Russia launched
a multi-front invasion of Ukraine. Given Canada’s long-standing support for Ukraine,
including through involvement in the NATO training mission to the Ukrainian armed forces,
the express determination by the government to help Ukraine defend itself, and the presence
of a large Ukrainian diaspora community in Canada, fears emerged about the possibility of

Russian interference operations targeting Canada in the form of a state-sponsored campaign of

2! Institute for Strategic Dialogue, London, UK, ”Examining US Support & Funding for the Canadian Trucker
Convoy,” February 7-9, 2022,
https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/exhibits/OPS00009429.pdf?t=1668648486

22 Report of the Public Inquiry into the 2022 Public Order Emergency (hereafter cited as POEC), volume 1:
Overview, February 2023, p. 248, https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/documents/Final-Report/Vol-
1-Report-of-the-Public-Inquiry-into-the-2022-Public-Order-Emergency.pdf
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mis-and disinformation. > The Global Affairs Canada website stated, “The Kremlin continues
to use disinformation to justify and garner support for its illegal, unprovoked and unjustifiable
invasion of Ukraine. Russia conceals, blurs and fabricates information to gain military

advantage, demoralize Ukrainians, divide allies and sow confusion and division.” >

46. Studies have attempted to analyse the nature, traction and impact of a Russian
disinformation campaign since the onset of the war. One team at the University of Calgary led
by Jean-Christophe Boucher has undertaken a study of pro-Russian narratives in the Canadian
Twitter universe (the study utilised an Al analysis of 6.2 million tweets). ** They identified
three broad themes in Russian influenced messaging: that the Ukraine war was a product of
aggressive NATO expansionism; that Russia aimed to deal with “fascists” in Ukraine; and
thirdly, that democratic institutions, especially the Liberal government, were not to be trusted

to tell the truth.

47. The study found that the propagation of these pro-Russian messages came from two
general sources—the US and Russia. In the case of US-influenced sources, these involved

prominent right-wing influencers.

48. A study published in 2024 in the International Journal, a Canadian academic publication

on foreign affairs, went further by identifying a Russian disinformation strategy in Canada,
what it described as the “weaponization of Canada’s far-right and far-left movements to
undermine international support for Ukraine.” % This study utilised an analysis of 200,000 X

accounts, the overwhelming majority (c. 92.6%) could be characterized as either far-right or

23 Global Affairs Canada, “Russia’s use of disinformation and information manipulation,”
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux developpement/response conflict-
reponse_conflits/crisis-crises/ukraine-disinfo-desinfo.aspx?lang=eng

24 Ibid

25 Jean-Christopher Boucher et al, University of Calgary School of Public Policy, “Disinformation and Russian-
Ukrainian War on Canadian social media,” June 2022,
https://journalhosting.ucalgary.ca/index.php/sppp/article/view/75449/55875

26 Brian McQuinn et al, “Russia Weaponization of Canada’s Far Right and Far Left to undermine support for
Ukraine,” International Journal, 2024, vol. 79(2), 297-311,
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00207020241257635
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far-left. One important finding was about how a small network of pro-Putin narratives “can co-
opt and engage passive followers.” 2’ The research also demonstrated, not surprisingly, that
significant sharing occurred between Canadian and US twitter ecosystems. ** The authors
advance a series of policy recommendations spurred by the belief that “Canadians should be
able to discuss and debate the nature of support to Ukraine without malicious influence by

foreign states.” *°

49. A survey of Canadians published by Disinfowatch in 2024 attempted to assess
vulnerability to pro-Russian disinformation narratives, according to party political affiliation.
3% Among its findings were that, of Canadians polled, a high percentage had been exposed to
pro-Russian narratives. The narratives it identified included arguments that Russia was
defending itself against Ukrainian Nazis; that NATO (with Ukraine a puppet state) was
responsible for the war; that financial aid sent to Ukraine was pocketed by corrupt officials;
that weapons sent to Ukraine were being sold on the black market instead; that Ukraine should
give up its eastern provinces because they are inhabited by Russians; and that Russia will win

eventually, so sending aid to Ukraine is pointless.

50. Belief in the truthfulness of these pro-Russian influence operations skewed heavily, in
every case, towards conservative supporters. The Disinfowatch study concluded that: “Russian

disinformation exploits existing political divides to achieve its objectives.” *!

51. Events surrounding the Freedom Convoy protests and the conduct of the Russian war
against Ukraine were a prelude to an ever-deepening concern about foreign interference in

Canada that began to emerge in media stories in the Fall of 2022. These stories focused on

27 Ibid, p. 305

28 Ibid

2 Ibid, p. 309

30 Disinfowatch, Disinfodigest, “Canadian vulnerability to Russian Narratives about Ukraine,” 8 July 2024,
https://disinfowatch.org/canadian-vulnerability-to-russian-narratives-about-ukraine/; Global News, “Conservative
supporters more susceptible to Russian false narratives: report,” July 8, 2024,

https://globalnews.ca/news/10611001/conservative-supporters-russian-false-narratives-report/

31 Disinfowatch, ibid
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allegations of foreign interference campaigns by the People’s Republic of China against
Canadian federal elections. Media narratives were led by two mainstream Canadian media
outlets, Global News and The Globe and Mail. Initially the stories focused on foreign
interference campaigns targeting the 2019 federal election. But in early 2023, the focus shifted
to the 2021 federal election. The sources for these stories often involved anonymous officials
or select, classified documents made available to the media outlets, but never published by

them.

52. A key moment in the reporting by the media came with the publication of a Globe and
Mail story on February 17, 2023, under the headline “CSIS documents reveal Chinese strategy
to influence Canada’s 2021 election.” **> Reporters Bob Fife and Steve Chase described a
“sophisticated strategy” employed by China to “disrupt Canada’s democracy in the 2021
federal election campaign.” This strategy allegedly involved Chinese diplomats and proxies
working to back the re-election of Justin Trudeau’s Liberals, but only to a minority
government, and also featured efforts to defeat Conservative politicians “considered to be

2

unfriendly to Beijing.” According to the reporters, this Chinese interference operation was
“laid bare in both secret and top-secret Canadian security intelligence service documents

viewed by the Globe and Mail.” *?

53. The Globe and Mail story accelerated a process of highly partisan political debate about
foreign interference in Canadian elections. The Conservative party leader, Pierre Poilievre,

b

immediately accused the Trudeau government of a “cover-up,” alleging that the Trudeau
Liberals knew all about the People’s Republic of China (PRC) campaign but chose to say or

do nothing about it because they were the beneficiaries. **

32

Robert Fife and Steven Chase, The Globe and Mail, “CSIS documents reveal Chinese strategy to influence

016

Canada’s 2021 election,” February 17, 2023, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-china-influence-
2021-federal-election-csis-documents/

33

34

Ibid

CBC News, “Poilievre accuses Trudeau of ignoring election interference by China,” February 17, 2023,

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-interference-concerning-analyst-1.6752577
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54. The government, in turn, tried to deal with what quickly became a political crisis of
confidence, first by turning to the two independent review bodies, the National Security and
Intelligence Committee of Parliamentarians and the National Security and Intelligence Review
Agency, to conduct their own investigations. **> But it also recognised that these reviews may
not be seen as sufficient on their own, so the Government also established a new mechanism,
an “Independent Special Rapporteur” on Foreign Interference, to conduct a separate public
study. The Right Honourable David Johnston, a former Governor-General and Dean of the
Law Faculty at McGill University, was chosen by the Government to serve as Independent
Special Rapporteur. *® The Special Rapporteur was to have access to classified intelligence
reports, study the threat of foreign interference and the government’s response, provide reports
to the PM that would be shared with opposition leaders and also consider whether a formal

public inquiry would be necessary.

55. The Special Rapporteur function was dogged with controversy from the outset, and never

accepted by opposition parties.

56. Mr. Johnston managed to publish a first report on May 23, 2023, which contained
criticism of how the government had handled intelligence reporting, but also criticised media
reporting for lacking context and being sensational and misleading on occasion. Mr. Johnston
also recommended against holding a formal public inquiry, largely on the grounds that it would
not achieve anything beyond his on-going study (scheduled to be competed in October) and
would be hampered by its inability to discuss in a public forum the material at the heart of the
investigation, namely highly classified intelligence reporting. None of this won him many
friends. In the face of fierce, on-going political opposition, including a Commons committee

demand that he step down, and a campaign of personal assaults on his reputation and integrity,

35 Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), New release, “Taking further action on foreign interference and strengthening
confidence in our democracy,” March 6, 2023, https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2023/03/06/taking-
further-action-foreign-interference-and-strengthening

36 Independent Special Rapporteur on Foreign Interference, Terms of reference,
https://www.canada.ca/en/democratic-institutions/services/independent-special-rapporteur/terms-conditions.html
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Mr. Johnston resigned from the role on June 9, 2023. >’ He blamed a highly partisan political

atmosphere for his inability to continue.

57. What followed next, after a months-long process of discussions between the Government
and opposition political parties, was a decision to create a public inquiry, headed by Quebec
court of appeals justice, Marie-Josee Hogue. The Hogue Inquiry, formally known as the
“Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference in Federal Electoral Processes and Democratic
Institutions,” was launched in September 2023. Its terms of reference required it to focus on
questions of foreign interference with the 2019 and 2021 federal elections, and democratic
processes related to these federal elections. It did not examine other scenarios involving citizen
engagement and voting, such as separation petitions and referenda. ** The Hogue inquiry
produced its final report on January 28, 2025. It involved a robust judicial process, including
the granting of standing to accepted applicants to allow for cross-examination of witnesses, the
holding of two sets of televised public hearings in 2024, access to a huge pool of classified
records, and the publication of declassified materials and a host of reports on the Commission’s

website. ¥

58. The Commission process, its public hearings, culminating in testimony by the Prime
Minister, and its final report represented a major milestone in understanding the threat of

foreign interference.

59. The Commission’s final report comprised seven volumes of material, but the essence was
to be found in Volume 1, the Report summary, which was 121 pages in length and included

the Inquiry’s list of 51 recommendations.

37

CBC, “David Johnston resigning as special rapporteur on foreign interference,” June 9, 2023,

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/david-johnston-resigns-1.6871761; David Johnston’s resignation letter can be
found here: https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/23840319/2023-06-09-eng-resignation-letter-to-the-rt-hon-
justin-trudeau-from-the-rt-hon-david-johnston.pdf

38

Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference, Terms of Reference, https://www.canada.ca/en/democratic-

institutions/general/terms-reference.html

39

Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference (hereafter PIFI) website,

https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/about/the-commission
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60. The report found, broadly, that the threat of foreign interference was real, and that the
government had often not acted quickly enough, not used intelligence sufficiently well, nor
been sufficiently transparent with its own public. Justice Hogue did not find that foreign
interference had affected the outcomes of either the 2019 or 2021 federal elections. She did
find, however, that despite the lack of any significant impact on electoral outcomes, “all foreign
interference impacts the right of Canadians to have their democratic institutions, including
electoral processes, free from covert influence and their right to vote freely and in an informed

manner.” *°

61. Justice Hogue identified the key foreign state actors involved in foreign interference
activities against Canada, based on the government’s intelligence holdings. These included
China, identified as “the most active perpetrator of foreign interference targeting Canada’s
democratic institutions.” *! But they ranged beyond the PRC, which had been the focus of so
much media and political attention during the 2022-2023 period, to include India, regarded as
“the second most active country engaging in electoral foreign interference in Canada,” as well
as Russia, Pakistan, and Iran. Some of these states engaged primarily in transnational
repression, such as Iran.* Some, including China and India, mixed foreign interference and

transnational repression activities targeting diaspora communities.

62. “In assessing the overall impact of foreign interference, Justice Hogue concluded that

“our fear of foreign interference—has taken its toll.” **

63. That comment seemed to look back, and was balanced in the Commissioner’s view with
a confidence that Canada’s democratic institutions were resilient, tempered with a cautionary

note that “our democracy is strong, but it is not invulnerable.” **. The relevance of this

40

PIFI, Final report, Volume 1, Report Summary, p. 38,

https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/fileadmin/report_volume 1.pdf

41
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43
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Ibid, p. 39
Ibid, pp. 39-42
Ibid, p. 16

Ibid, p. 13
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comment, of course, extends beyond Commissioner Hogue’s examination of events impacting
the 2019 and 2021 federal elections and can be deemed applicable to all forms of citizen

engagement in democratic practices, including in the course of petitions and referenda.

64. The greatest vulnerability, and the most alarmist note in Justice Hogue’s report,
concerned the impact of information manipulation, the effort to seed lies and distort the public
information environment through disinformation and the amplification of misinformation.
“Information manipulation,” she argued, “poses the single biggest risk to our democracy. It is

an existential threat.” +°

65. If the Hogue Inquiry final report looked back with some confidence in Canadian
democracy, but peered into the future with some alarm, it has also to be noted that it published
its final report just as Donald Trump was installed in the White House for his second

presidential term.

What we Learned, A Summary:

66. Before we move to consider the specific context for foreign interference concerns arising
from the Alberta Prosperity Project’s petition process in 2026, what can we learn in summary
from developments since 2021 and the first CSIS public report, to the Hogue Inquiry report in
January 2025? These observations stand out:
1. Foreign interference attempts are persistent, can accelerate, and adapt to new political
circumstances
ii. A key characteristic of foreign interference is its deceptive and clandestine nature. It
can be aligned with open political influence operations
iii.  Foreign interference can involve both state and non-state actors
iv.  Foreign interference targets all levels of government
v.  Foreign interference can be operationalised through traditional people-to-people
contacts but increasingly operates in the digital information space

vi.  Foreign interference feeds on political polarisation and partisan divides in a society

4 Ibid, p. 6
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vii.  Disinformation operations are a tool to pollute the information environment and render
informed choice difficult, even impossible
viii.  Distrust in existing Governments and democratic institutions is a persistent theme of
information manipulation
ix.  The ease of online funding for political campaigns and causes is a significant threat,
especially in the face of nonexistent or lax regulations. Foreign funding can be a major
concern, especially if it is beyond the reach of any domestic jurisdiction or is

deceptively transmitted (“grey zone” funding).

Part Two:

Alberta Prosperity Project and the “petition process.”

67. According to the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation statement of claim, the passage of Bill 14,
the Citizenship Initiative Act, “breaches Treaty and will enable foreign interference from the
most powerful Nation to the south, the United States of America, already stating its intention
to annex this Treaty land, Canada, as the so-called 51* state” (para 6). The statement of claim
goes on to say that “the foreseeable foreign interference threats are not limited to the USA, but
include other foreign adversaries who would wish to see the breakup of Canada.” (para 50).
The statement of claim also argues that Alberta “knew or ought to have known of the
foreseeable risks of foreign interference, including from the public claims of Trump meetings

and support...” (para 88(c))

68. Iam aware that the defendants in this claim, the province of Alberta, the Attorney General

of Canada, and the Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta, have not yet responded.

69. I have independently reviewed public domain statements made in association with the

Alberta Prosperity Project to assess their potential for foreign interference.

70. On its website, the Alberta Prosperity Project describes itself as an “educational
initiative” committed to securing Alberta independence. It states that the Project is not
politically aligned and that Alberta sovereignty is not a “right” or “left” issues. At the same

time, it introduces language about freedom from claimed persecution from federal control as
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well as from that of the UK, Europe and China, and the World Economic Forum (WEF) and
World Health Organization (WHO). 4

71. 1In a section of the website dedicated to explaining what Alberta sovereignty means, it

lists “cultural grievances” including:

“The Federal Government’s unilateral stated decision to change Canada to a

‘Socialist/Marxist Post National State...’”

“The Federal Government’s stated intention to relinquish the sovereignty of Canada to an

unelected supranational organization/community, the United Nations”

“The Federal Government’s support of wokeness, cancel culture, critical race theory, the

rewriting of history and the tearing down of historical monuments.”

72. The website also describes COVID-19 as a “questionable public health crisis.” *’ I note
that as of September 21, 2024, the total count of deaths from COVID-19 in Canada was 60,871.
The province of Alberta accounted for 6,613 of those deaths. **

73. The APP website describes the COVID-19 pandemic as something used to “infringe on
basic constitutional freedoms.” The APP website also decries what it calls the “elimination of
the supremacy of God” and wants this supremacy to be enshrined in a new Albera constitution,

following independence. *°

74. Inthe section of the website devoted to “Frequently asked questions” (FAQ), it notes that
while the APP is not a political party, its vision of Alberta would ensure that it would not be

part of the WEF, the WHO, or the UN.

46 https://albertaprosperityproject.com/about-us/ (TAB 1)

47 https://albertaprosperityproject.com/what-does-alberta-sovereignty-mean/ (TAB 2)
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*8 Government of Canada, “COVID-19 epidemiology update: Current situation” (September 2024), https://health-
infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/ (TAB 3)

4 Tbid
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75. It seems clear from the APP’s website pronouncements, that however much it may wish
to disassociate itself from any position on the political spectrum, its political and societal
ambitions for Alberta go beyond a desire for independence and removal of Alberta from
alleged political and economic constraints placed on it by Canada’s federation. Many of the
views it advances on its website are in clear alignment with right-wing sentiment in US politics
and with Trump administration policies, including those pre-figured in the Heritage
Foundation’s massive “Project 2025,” designed to serve as a playbook for the incoming

administration. >°

76. The general description of the APP on the cover or home page of its website under the
heading, “About Us,” makes no mention of any ties to or alignment with US political parties
or movements, to the Trump administration, or to President Trump’s own values. The website
cover or home page also makes no mention of an independent Alberta possibly joining the
United States or reorienting its economy in line with US needs or demands. *' This is addressed

elsewhere in other sections of the website.

77. The leadership of the APP has made various public statements, including on social media,
that it seeks a close partnership with the US, that it wants US support for its aims, even in the
form of monetary donations, and that it adopts various statements of US policy, especially with
regard to the Trump administration’s approach to western hemisphere issues. APP leaders’
statements of alignment with the US may appear to be in full view, yet a casual observer or
someone who has not invested time and energy in exploring APP views in detail, may not be

able to completely appreciate its policies.

78. The APP’s expressed policy of seeking support from and close ties with the United States
must be regarded as an open door to US political influence and potential interference. For other
foreign states active in foreign interference operations, such as Russia or China, who may see

opportunities in the petition process to seek ways to undermine Canada, distinctions between

50 The Heritage Foundation, “Project 2025,”
https://static.heritage.org/project2025/2025 MandateForLeadership FULL.pdf

5L https://albertaprosperityproject.com/about-us/ (TAB 1)
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right and left-wing politics are of no moment. It is political extremism and a climate of deep
political partisanship that offer these states opportunities to do harm to Canada and its people,

especially through disinformation online.

Part Three:

Understanding the potential threat of US foreign interference in the petition process

79. To properly assess this threat, it is important to understand both the nature of APP
outreach efforts to the Trump administration, and the Trump administration’s own expressions
of policy. Insights are possible because of public statements made by APP leaders as well as

by the Trump administration. Such insights, of course, may be incomplete.

APP outreach to Washington:

80. There is extensive documentation on the APP website about its ‘“diplomatic”
engagements with Washington in 2025. > The website notes that APP representatives have
made several “strategic” trips to Washington, and mention Mitch Sylvestre, Jeff Rath and
Dennis Modry (a non-practicing medical MD) by name as having been involved. An upcoming
trip in 2026 by Jeff Rath is noted. The website states: “Far from seeking interference, these
visits emphasise building partnerships with our closest neighbour and largest trading partner—

the United States—to ensure a smooth transition to sovereignty.” 3

81. The material includes multiple screenshots of X posts by Jeffrey Rath, discussing his
visits to Washington, as well as an embedded YouTube video interview of Rath with Rachel
Parker, a YouTuber and journalist with True North media, on December 24, 2025; a YouTube
video with Keith Wilson, the lawyer for the Freedom Convoy protests; and a Xpost thread
document written by APP to respond to claims that the APP seeks to become the 51 state.

82. Rath explains in his X posts that any Alberta independence movement would require US

support, to combat the inevitable harsh response by Ottawa, that Alberta and US interests,

52 https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/independence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-
international-support/ (TAB 4)

33 Ibid
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economic and political are aligned, and that unnamed senior officials at the State Department,
with whom he has been meeting, have direct access to the White House. Rath also claims that
a meeting in Washington in late December took place, for some reason, in a SCIF (misspelled
in the video). SCIF stands for “Sensitive Comparted Information Facility,” used by intelligence
and policy officials to conduct meetings safe from any electronic interception when highly
classified information is being discussed. Rath claims that there is agreement between APP
and his alleged US interlocutors that the federal government in Ottawa is controlled by the
Chinese Communist party, a distinctly odd allegation in the context of the “Two Michaels”
affair, the attention paid to Chinese foreign interference in multiple fora discussed earlier in

my report, and the freezing of Canada-PRC relations for many years. >

83. In the same YouTube interview in late December, Rath mentions a plan to acquire a US
$500 billion line of credit from the United States to help back the independence movement’s
negotiations with Ottawa and give it fiscal freedom to manoeuvre. He also discusses converting
Alberta pension plan funds into US dollars to shield them from any decline in the value of

Canadian currency following an independence vote. >

84. The Keith Wilson video discusses the legal path to independence for Alberta, mentioning
aspects of Supreme Court decisions. > Mr. Wilson, the Freedom Convoy lawyer, is convinced
that the US will recognize Alberta as an independent country following an independence
referendum, which he believes will happen in October 2026. He calls this alleged, planned US
recognition “very exciting.” Mr. Wilson elsewhere indicates he does not believe that the US
congressional branch would permit the admittance of Alberta as a state. Yet a recent bill has

been advanced in Congress, “The Greenland Annexation and Statehood Act,” by a Republican

4 YouTube interview with Rachel Parker December 24, 2025, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voRmBN-
JF2k&t=3s (TAB 5) — Unofficial Transcript.

33 Ibid

36 Keith Wilson embedded YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8CoLUYPO0xs8 (TAB 6) —
Unofficial Transcript)
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/independence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-
support/ (TAB 4)
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representative from a Florida district, aiming to make Greenland a 51 state. " Mr. Wilson also
makes reference to the release of the Trump administration’s National Security Strategy in
December 2025, but mistakenly suggests it shows how “uncomfortable” the US is with
Canadian foreign policy actions by the Mark Carney government. In fact, the US National
Security Strategy mentions no such thing and contains almost no references to Canada and
none to the Carney government. Its relevant discussion addresses US approaches to Western

hemispheric security, which I will discuss below.

85. The thread post that APP put together to counter claims that it plans for an independent

Alberta to become a 51 state is centred on this argument:

“In the ongoing debate over Alberta’s future, one unfounded claim continues to surface
repeatedly: the assertion that the Alberta Prosperity Project (APP) and the independence
movement seek to make Alberta the 51st state of the United States. This narrative, frequently
promoted by those deeply invested in preserving the existing federal arrangement, lacks any
basis in fact. It distracts from APP’s clear and consistent goal: achieving full sovereignty for
Alberta as an independent nation, free from control by Ottawa or any other external power.
Those who repeat this claim overlook—or deliberately ignore—the explicit statements from
movement leaders and experts, revealing a pattern of misinformation that serves to maintain

the status quo benefiting distant interests.” >

86. The key to this assertion is “free from control by Ottawa or any other external

power.”

87. 1 have no independent knowledge of whether or not the APP seeks to make an

independent Alberta the 51 state. I also assert that disputation over this claim has little real

57 The Hill, “Republican Introduces bill seeking to make Greenland 51 state,” January 12, 2026,
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5685118-fine-introduces-greenland-bill/

8 APP, “Debunking the ‘51 State’ Myth: A Persistent Fabrication undermining Alberta’s True Path to
Sovereignty,” December 24, 2025, https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-
conspiracies/debunking-the-5 I st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-
sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com (TAB 7)
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bearing on the potential threat of foreign interference from the United States. It does not require
the APP to ask or wish the US to interfere, or fail to ask or wish, for foreign interference from
the United States to take place. The US will act accordingly to the dictates of its own interests,

capabilities and policies.

88. It is worth noting in the context of the APP’s own statements of its outreach to
Washington—for which we have no corresponding responses from the Trump administration
side, and not even any indication of who APP leaders met with—that the APP wants to align
the Alberta economy with that of the US; wants Alberta natural resources, especially oil and
gas, to flow exclusively to the US; shares ideological positions with the Trump administration;
supports the US National Security Strategy; seeks financial backing from the US for its
independence stance; and desires first-mover recognition from the US for Alberta
independence. To put it succinctly, the APP seeks to move Alberta firmly into the embrace of

the United States.

89. Given such policy statements from the APP, assuming the US felt that the independence
of Alberta and its separation from Canada was in their interests, it provides, in fact, powerful
incentives to US actors (state and non-state) to engage in foreign interference during the
petition process to try to ensure a favourable outcome for the referendum petition and vote,
and to denigrate and even silence critics. It also offers the Trump administration a powerful
wedge to use against Canada in discussions over trade relations in the context of CUSMA

renewal, and on broad-ranging foreign and security policy questions.

Part Four:

Understanding US western hemisphere policy under Trump; and the implications for the

conduct of foreign interference

90. The evolving attention to foreign interference threats chronicled in an earlier section of
this report focused on the activities of foreign state adversaries such as Russia, China, India,
and Iran. No consideration was given to the idea that the United States government might also
pose a foreign interference threat to Canada. While the US certainly possessed the capability

in terms of covert operations using human sources, intelligence resources, and digital
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information manipulation, the assumption was that it didn’t have the intent. The United States
surely would not wish to target a close ally and security partner in both NATO and NORAD,
an economic partner in an integrated North American economy, nor a country with which it

had such strong people-to-people ties.

91. This fundamental assumption, rooted in decades of US-Canada relations, has been
upended by the rhetoric and actions of the Trump administration after Donald Trump returned
as President for a second term in January 2025. Canada has faced calls from the President and
Trump administration officials to become the 51* state, has had to endure punitive sectoral
tariffs on key Canadian export industries, such as steel, aluminum and lumber, issued under
White House executive orders as an alleged response to emergency national security concerns,
and has been told that automobiles manufactured at Canadian assembly plants are no longer
wanted in the US market. The Canadian government faces a year ahead that will be marked
with difficult negotiations with the US over renewal of the CUSMA (Canada-US-Mexico
agreement) on free trade, with impossible to predict outcomes. The Canadian Prime Minister
warned in April 2025, in light of all these actions from the US, that the “old relationship”

between the two countries was over. >’

92. The APP clearly sees things very differently. APP lawyer Jeffrey Rath has been quoted
as saying that Trump’s policies are “100 per cent correct,” and that “if the United States is
creating a new world order, we want to be part of that order. We don’t want to be on the
outside...and that’s part of why we’re meeting with the US and the very strong message we
want to convey to them is that we will be a very, very strong ally and partner to the United

%0 The power imbalance between Alberta (population in 2025, c. 5

States of America.”
million) and the United States of America (population in 2025, c. 340 million) would be
striking. The exercise of power is one of the core principles of US national security doctrine

under Trump.
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39 CBC, “Carney hits back at Trump auto tariffs, warns US trade actions will ‘rupture the global economy,”” April

3,

60

2025, https://www.cbe.ca/news/politics/carney-hits-back-trump-1.7500990

Politico, Canada Playbook, “Carney’s Alberta Problem,” January 9, 2026,

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/canada-playbook/2026/01/09/carneys-alberta-problem-00718557
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93. Inan interview given by President Trump to the New York Times in early January, 2026,
he said that the only limits on his exercise of global power was “my own morality. My own

mind. It’s the only thing that can stop me. I don’t need international law.” ¢!

94. Whether the old relationship is over or whether the APP believes in whatever it
understands to be a US-led “new world order,” either way, the door has been opened for the

previously unimaginable—the possibility of US foreign interference in Canada.

95. This cannot be considered a purely hypothetical concern for Canada.

96. The “new world order” that Rath is referring to is encapsulated in the December 2025
White House publication of the “National Security Strategy of the United States of America.”
It is also reflected in recent US administration actions and threats in the western hemisphere,
notably against Venezuela, Columbia, Mexico, Cuba and, to the north, Greenland. There is

both doctrine and action in play.

97. Consider what we know of US actions against the Maduro regime in Venezuela.
Escalating pressure leading to regime change in the country included the authorization of CIA
covert action, military strikes against alleged drug smuggling boats, military deployments
including a US aircraft carrier, the imposition of a blockade and the seizure of sanctioned oil
tankers. The US pressure on the Maduro regime culminated in a raid against Maduro’s fortified
compound, which resulted in the capture of the Venezuelan dictator and his wife.®* Subsequent
to Maduro’s capture and extradition to the US to face trial, the Trump administration has
indicated it has plans to “run the country” and to control Venezuela’s vast oil wealth. The
implications for US control of Venezuelan oil on Canada’s oil exports remain to be seen and

are disputed. The Canadian Prime Minister has tried to be reassuring by saying that Canadian

' New York Times, “Trump Plays out a Vision of Power Restrained only by ‘Myt Own Morality,”” January 8,
2026, https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/08/us/politics/trump-interview-power-morality.html

2 PBS, “A timeline of US military escalation against Venezuela, leading to Maduro’s capture,” January 3, 2026,
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/a-timeline-of-u-s-military-escalation-against-venezuela-leading-to-maduros-
capture; New York Times, “Trump said to authorize CIA plans for covert action in Venezuela,” November 18,
2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/18/us/politics/trump-covert-action-venezuela.html
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oil exports will remain competitive and low risk, that the country would be diversifying its

markets, and that a new pipeline to the west coast would help.

98. Closer to home, a renewal of US threats to take over Greenland (Trump made such threats
during his first Presidential term in 2019) has roiled NATO allies, including Canada. ® The
Kingdom of Denmark controls Greenland’s security, foreign policy and currency, and is a
long-standing NATO member. Canada is the closest Arctic neighbour to Greenland, with
whom we have a maritime boundary and even a land boundary (on Hans Island). Canada and
Denmark fought side by side in the NATO deployment to Afghanistan. There are close ties
between the Greenland government and that of Nunavut, and a long history of cooperation in
the Arctic Council. Canadian determination to ensure the security and sovereignty of the
Canadian Arctic was at the heart of the new Defence Policy, “Our North, Strong and Free,”
issued in May 2024. ¢

99. The Kingdom of Denmark, of which Greenland is a semi-autonomous territory, has
rejected the US pressure on Greenland. It had previously warned of US covert operations on
Greenlandic territory.  According to media reporting, Danish intelligence identified US
operatives engaged in “influence operations” in Greenland. The Danish foreign minister
summoned the US ambassador in Copenhagen in late August 2025, to protest these actions.
At the end of the year, in an unprecedented move for a NATO partner, the Danish intelligence
service warned in their annual public threat assessment, “Intelligence Outlook, 2025,” that the

United States is “leveraging economic power, including threats of high tariffs, to assert its will

%3 The Globe and Mail, “Carney says Canadian oil is competitive, in key shift in rhetoric,” January 6, 2026,
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-carney-says-canadian-oil-is-competitive-thats-an-important-
shift/

% The New York Times, “Tremulous NATO Allies Grope for a Response on Greenland,” January 10, 2026,
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/10/world/europe/trump-greenland-europe.html

%5 Department of National Defence, “Our North, Strong and Free,” May 2024,
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/north-strong-free-
2024.html; Global Affairs Canada, “Canada-Denmark relations,” https://www.international.gc.ca/country-
pays/denmark-danemark/relations.aspx?lang=eng
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% CBC/Thomson Reuters, “Denmark summons top U.S. diplomat after reports of American influence operations

in

Greenland,” August 27, 2025, https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/denmark-us-greenland-diplomatic-row-

1.7618702
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and the possibility of employing military force—even against allies—is no longer ruled

2

out.” Danish intelligence also warned that the risks of espionage—including cyber

espionage—and attempts at influence operations targeting the “entire” Kingdom of Denmark

will only grow.” ¢

100. What links US regime change in Venezuela, and US pressure to take over Greenland, is
a strategic concept laid down in the US National Security Strategy (NSS), issued by the Trump
White House under the President’s signature, in December 2025. The NSS has many striking
features, including its denigration of Europe as a continent facing “civilizational erasure”
because of mass immigration and what the strategy calls restrictions on civil liberties. The
strategy suggests the US will play a role in restoring Europe to an American vision of its

greatness through US political intervention. %

101. It also lays down a doctrine of great power influence in the world, calling this the

“timeless truth” of international relations. ¢°

102. Of greatest direct concern for Canada are the sections dealing with US policy towards
the “western hemisphere” (geographically defined as stretching from the Arctic in the north to
the southernmost tip of Latin America and thus including Canadian sovereign territory). The
NSS outlines US demands on states in the western hemisphere, including prevention of mass
migration, cooperation against narco-terrorists, drug cartels and other transnational criminal
organizations; a hemisphere “free” of hostile foreign incursion or ownership of key assets” that
support “critical supply chains.” The United States wants, it says, “to ensure our continued
access to key strategic locations.” This policy is defined as the “Trump Corollary” to the 19"
century Monroe Doctrine, or, more colloquially (but to the obvious pleasure of the US

President), the “Donroe” doctrine. 7

7 Kingdom of Denmark, “Intelligence Outlook 2025, “ December 20235, https://www.fe-
ddis.dk/globalassets/fe/dokumenter/2025/-fe-intelligenceoutlook-25-.pdf

% The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, November 20925 (released on December 17),
pp. 25-27, https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf

% Ibid, p. 10
0 1bid, p. 5
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103. US security interests in the western hemisphere will be the overriding concern. As the
NSS states, “The United States must be preeminent in the Western hemisphere as a condition
of our security and prosperity.” "' The US will readjust its military presence to emphasize
dominance in the region and will use “tariffs and reciprocal trade agreements as powerful
tools.” ’* The use of US economic muscle is stressed, particularly over countries that “depend
on us most and therefore over which we have the most leverage.” "> The NSS talks about the
need for sole source contracts for “our companies.” “At the same time,” it says, “we should

make every effort to push out foreign companies that build infrastructure in the region.””*

104. The US doctrine that the APP celebrates is an expression of a desire for US military and
economic dominance over the entire western hemisphere, a dominance designed to serve a
policy of American First and US national interest. It is not a doctrine friendly to Canadian

national interest.

105. The US National Security Strategy potentially green lights US foreign interference in any
part of the western hemisphere, including Canada, to ensure US military, security and

economic needs.

106. Whether the US under Trump would implement foreign interference against Canada in
keeping with the National Security Strategy cannot be known or foretold. But the potential

threat has to be taken seriously.

107. Multiple plausible scenarios have been advanced for US foreign interference in the

petition process and Alberta separatist movement.
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108. In an opinion piece for the Globe and Mail, two senior academics at the Cascade Institute
at Royal Roads University, Thomas Homer-Dixon and Adam Gordon, have drawn attention to
one scenario, which they deem “plausible.” It involves the threat of US miliary force against
Canada, ultimately to seize control of Canadian oil resources. They sketch out a process
whereby an independence referendum in Alberta involves a “huge infusion of grey MAGA
money.” A majority vote to remain part of Canada, but with 30% or so voting for separation.
Trump declares the results as fake. Alberta separatists then appeal for help to the US, claiming
“various kinds of oppression.” The US moves troops to the northern Montana border and issues

a statement that Alberta must be allowed to join America as the 51% state. >

109. This is, of course, nothing more than a scenario, though one drawing on the US national
security strategy and US action against Venezuela. But it intersects with the APP’s
documented appeal to the US for support for its efforts, for financial backing, and for US

willingness to declare Alberta an independent state to protect its fledgling endeavour.

110. Nor are the Cascade Institute writers alone in their effort to imagine worst-case scenarios.
An Opinion column by Tony Keller published in The Globe and Mail’s Report on Business
section raised the examples of the Brexit referendum in the UK and Quebec’s 1995 referendum
to make the point that once a referendum “gets rolling, a referendum can be unpredictable.”
He said that “a strong majority of Quebecers have always opposed outright separation, yet a
charismatic leader, a heavy diet of fairy tales and a feverish atmosphere nearly carried the Yes
side to victory.” He did state that he was confident that “most Albertans will vote for Canada,”
based on recent polling numbers. What he was less confident about was the White House’s
actions. Here is the scenario, as Mr. Keller painted it: “The mere existence of an Alberta
independence movement is an opportunity for U.S. President Donald Trump to make mischief,
to jump into the campaign, to claim that the vote isn’t fair, and to bluesky on Alberta as the
51° state.” Mr. Keller went on to say, “He could claim, as he has done with Greenland, that

incorporation into the US is strategically necessary, regardless of how Albertans vote. All that

5 Thomas Homer-Dixon and Adam Gordon, Opinion, “Canada should get ready for possible U.S. military
coercion,” The Globe and Mail, January 5, 2026, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-we-need-to-
prepare-for-the-possibility-that-the-us-uses-military/
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land, all that oil.” Mr. Keller concluded, “He already has a motive. He is about to be presented

with an opportunity.” ¢

111. In a year-end interview with the CBC, the US ambassador to Canada, the MAGA
supporter Pete Hoesktra, downplayed concerns that the US national security strategy could
lead to his government supporting political movements in Canada. He urged Canadians just to

sit back and “see how this plays out.” 7’

112. Former senior Canadian officials have expressed real concerns and an unwillingness to
sit back. Bob Rae, the veteran politician and recently retired Canadian ambassador to the

United Nations, has written:

“We have been put on notice that the current United States government will be actively
supporting political parties and movements in our country that align themselves with
Trumpian policies. We should make it clear that any such intrusions into our domestic

political affairs are unacceptable.” 8

113. While Rae did not mention the Alberta Prosperity Project specifically, it certainly fits the

profile of a “political movement that aligns with Trumpian policies.”

114. In addition to Ambassador Rae, Artur Wilczynski, a former senior intelligence official
and Canadian ambassador to Norway, has been quoted in the media as saying that the US NSS
is “deeply problematic” and may signal US support for actors aligned with Trump’s Make
America Great Again (MAGA) movement or actors “overtly hostile to Canada.” Wilczynski
also noted that the US ambassador had not said clearly that the US would not meddle in
Canadian domestic politics. He believes that wording in the national security strategy suggests
that the US would consider “using various instruments of trade craft of their broader national

security apparatus to achieve their objectives in the hemisphere.” To put a point to it, he

76

Tony Keller, Opinion, “A referendum in Alberta could be Trump’s 51% state moment,” January 13, 2026,
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https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/commentary/article-a-referendum-in-alberta-could-be-donald-trumps-
51st-state-opportunity/

71

CBC/Canadian Press “U.S. ambassador downplays fears of Trump administration meddling in Canadian

politics,” December 10, 2025, https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/hoekstra-us-meddling-9.7010577

BBob Rae, Policy Magazine, “A National Security Strategy that Isn’t,” December 9, 2025,
https://www.policymagazine.ca/a-national-security-strategy-that-isnt/
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indicated that US action could manifest in lots of ways, including by “aiding separatists and

groups that support Trump’s goal of having Canada become the 51% state.” 7

115. Both Wilczynski and Rae know that the US has many foreign interference capabilities,
ranging from intelligence assets and espionage operations, to covert political interference and
overt political influence tools, to economic pressure and coercion, and threats of the use of
military force. In a lengthy essay for The Walrus magazine, published on May 6, 2025, 1
referred to the totality of these instruments as constituting forms of hybrid warfare and argued

that Canada must be prepared to meet them all.

116. The challenge of meeting US coercive pressures against Canada across a spectrum can,
of course, be undermined by weakness, lack of resolve, lack of confidence in our governing

institutions, lack of leadership, political division, partisanship, and even deliberate subversion.

117. The ultimate threat of foreign interference is posed to the resilience of democratic
institutions and processes, as many studies of foreign interference have shown. At its sharpest
end, foreign interference can have as its objective regime change. It also invites opportunism
on the part of other actors with foreign interference capabilities whose goals may simply be to

disrupt democratic processes and weaken the foundations of a democratic society.

118. The threat of US foreign interference in the petition process ultimately comes down to
decisions made in Washington. The recent US National Security Strategy and threats made or
enacted in the context of US pursuit of western hemispheric dominance provide a framework,
but not a prediction, for such interference. Guardrails that might temper the Trump
administration’s use of foreign interference, whether in international law or domestic politics,
do not appear to be strong. What can be said is that the APP’s approach to engagement with
the Trump administration opens a door to US foreign interference and offers no signs of

resistance.
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CBC/Canadian Press “U.S. ambassador downplays fears of Trump administration meddling in Canadian

politics,” December 10, 2025, https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/hoekstra-us-meddling-9.7010577

80

Wesley Wark, “How to Save Canada,” The Walrus magazine, May 6, 2025, https://thewalrus.ca/how-to-save-

canada/
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119. What harms might foreign interference during the petition process entail? These harms
depend on the nature of the interference activities undertaken and their severity. They rest on
potential scenarios and cannot be pinpointed with any certainty. What is clear is that any
foreign interference actions by the United States, or other opportunist actors, weakens
Canada’s democracy, and threatens to widen political polarization. It harms people’s
confidence in governance and robs Canadians of an ability to make a meaningful, free and
informed choices. It can weaken economic security in ways that affect people and communities

directly.

120. The conclusions of Justice Hogue are worth recalling. When it comes to information
manipulation, a key tool of foreign interference, the threat can be “existential” for Canada and
Canadians. Remember, also, the words of Justice Rouleau who described the events
surrounding the Freedom Convoy protests and the federal government’s invocation of the
Emergencies Act as taking place amidst an environment of grievances, “shaped by a complex
online landscape rife with misinformation and disinformation and unleashed in a torrent of

political protest and social unrest.”

121. Existing efforts at the Federal government level to protect against foreign interference
are aimed at safeguarding federal elections and byelection contests. While these capabilities,
such as the Rapid Response Mechanism at Global Affairs Canada, which monitors foreign
disinformation campaigns, can sometime detect foreign interference efforts in near real-time,
the reality is that the overall shape and impact of a foreign interference campaign may only be

detected in retrospect, when it might be too late to mitigate its impacts.

122. T am not aware of any evidence that either the Alberta government or the Federal
government have taken any concrete steps to monitor or respond to potential foreign
interference threats during the petition process. Nor, to the best of my knowledge, has the APP

taken any steps to counter foreign interference.

123. The Alberta Prosperity Project’s referendum effort is certainly shaped, as its

pronouncements suggest, by grievances, political, economic, societal and cultural. Foreign
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About Us v Print Resources FAQ

Volunteer Contact v

< > Fake News Alert: Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation Did NOT Block Alberta’s Se

What does Alberta sovereign

Alberta, a land of untapped potential and resilient spirit. Today, we stand at a
crossroads, facing a future where our province’s destiny is in our hands. This
is our story, our path to sovereignty and prosperity. According to the Merriam-
Webster dictionary,

By definition, Canada is a federation. In a federation, regions delegate certain
powers to a central government while retaining other powers for themselves.
So the federal government of Canada has authority over matters that affect

the entire country (e.g., the military, money, citizenship, telecommunications,
mab): while the provincial gavesssnests hane authority over more local
matters (e.g., education, healthcare, natural resources, social services). Each
level, in theory, has their own “lane™ to stay within.

Volunteer Contact v
Alberta sovereignty, in the context of its relationship with Canada, refers to
the aspiration for Alberta to gain greater autonomy and control over provincial
areas of responsibility, distinct from the federal government’s areas of
responsibility. However, a combination of economic, political, cultural, and
human rights factors, each highlighting the province’s unique position within T X h ®

MNanada hac raciiltad in manv Alhartance Aafininn “Alharta envarainnh/” tn
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mean Alberta becoming an independent country and taking control of all
matters that fall within the jurisdiction of an independent nation.

Economic Factors

Economically, Alberta has long been one of Canada’s most prosperous
provinces, largely due to its abundant natural resources, especially oil and
gas. However, this prosperity hasn’t always translated into equitable returns
within the federation. Calls for greater sovereignty stem from disproportionate
financial contributions to federal programs and perceived unfair treatment in
resource distribution.

Example of economic grievances include the following:
» Canada’s National Energy Policy (NEP) and the economic equalization

formula has transferred over $700 billion from Alberta to the eastern
Canada, with approximatley 2/3rds (>$500 billion) of this amount going to
Quebec.

» Federal transfers of our own money for healthcare, education, social
services, and infrastructure developments (i.e., provincial responsibilities)
are granted by the federal government to Alberta via negotiation and
results in less than half (approximately $27 billion) of the $60 billion per
year Ottawa receives through federal taxation coming back to fund

provincial expenses.

» For the past 60 years, the Liberal and Conservative federal parties have
won federal elections by promising and implementing policies that
transfer wealth from resource-rich/voter-poor Alberta to purportedly
poorer regions — most especially Quebec. This strategy was immortalized
by the memorable words of Pierre Trudeau’s 1980 campaign strategist
Keith Davey: “Screw the West. We'll take the rest.”

= The loss of over $200 billion of investment planned for Alberta
subsequent to 2006 due to unreasonably restrictive federal regulatory
policies which, via the multiplier effect, has

» Likley cost Alberta more than $1 trillion of increased economic activity,
which would have significantly benefited both Alberta and all of Canada.

= lllegitimate or “odious” debt; i.e., money borrowed by the federal

aovernment. not for the benefit of the neoble of Alberta or Canada. but to

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/what-does-alberta-sovereignty-mean/ Page 2 of 7
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fund a political party’s ideology or causes that most Albertans would not
want to fund (e.qg., foreign NGOs, other countries, dictators, terrorist
groups, foundations, etc.).

Governance and Legislation Factors

From a governance perspective, sovereignty for Alberta means having the
authority to make legislative decisions without federal intervention, especially
in areas deemed critical to the province’s prosperity and way of life. This
includes energy development, environmental policies, and taxation. Many
federal initiatives in these areas have been viewed by Albertans as overreach
into provincial jurisdiction and detrimental to the provincial economy.
Increased sovereignty would allow Alberta to craft policies more closely
aligned with its own interests and economic realities.

There are a number of examples of governance and legislation that have or
will impact the prosperity of Albertans:

» The restrictive Bill C-69 (Impact Assessment Act), which would effectively
block the development of new pipelines and limit Alberta’s export of oil

and gas.

» The Oil Tanker Moratorium Act (Bill C-48), which bans oil tankers carrying
more than 12,500 metric tonnes of crude oil from docking along British
Columbia’s north coast, significantly limiting Alberta’s ability to export its
crude oil via one of the most economical and efficient routes available to
the Asia-Pacific markets.

» The federal carbon tax on oil and gas, which constrains the development
and transport of Alberta’s natural resources and the sustainability of
Alberta’s agricultural sector (which relies on the hydrocarbon industry to
produce fertilizer).

= The inability to market Alberta oil and gas to countries other than the
United States, which costs Alberta at least $25 billion annually, with the
resultant loss from the multiplier effect of approximately $125 billion of

economic output.

» The Federal Government’s plan to phase out Alberta’s oil and gas
industry by 2050, while importing foreign oil from countries with lower

environmental standards and social values.
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gas industry provides not just energy for transportation, heating, cooling,
and electricity, but also for the development of over 6000 others products

that we use routinely and cannot do without, such as medications,

anesthetic agents, and fertilizer.

The Canada Health Act, which interferes with Alberta’s authority over
healthcare as provided in the Constitution (Section 92, Constitution Act,
1867) and prevents creative solutions to improve access, quality, and
cost. (Globally, the Canadian healthcare system now functions in the
lowest quartile of quality at the highest quartile of cost.

Cultural and Identity Factors

Culturally, the sovereignty movement reflects a broader sense of Western
alienation, where Alberta’s distinct identity and values feel marginalized within
the national dialogue. Grievances range from historical injustices against
Indigenous communities to cultural impositions by the federal government.

Some examples of cultural grievances include:

The federal control and oppression of Alberta’s Indigenous citizens as
evidenced by unresolved historical grievances, as well as the Indian Act.

The Official Languages Act of 1969 by Pierre E Trudeau, which included
cultural change that promoted social engineering, imposed the cost of
bilingualism, and prevented federal government employment for those

who are not bilingual.

The Federal Government’s unilateral stated decision to change Canada
to a “Socialist/ Marxist Post National State” without consultation with the
provinces and/or the People of Canada.

The Federal Government’s stated intention to relinquish the sovereignty
of Canada to an unelected supranational organization/community, the
United Nations (UN).

The Liberal Government stating that Canada has no identity.

The Federal Government’s support of wokeness, cancel culture, critical
race theory, the rewriting of history, and the tearing down of historical

monuments.
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Human Rights Factors

Sovereignty concerns extend from infringements on basic rights and
freedoms, such as during the recent public health crisis and with proposed
legislative changes. Albertans are also resistant to the perceived erosion of
the moral and ethical foundations of governance.

Examples include the following:
Using a questionable public health crisis to infringe on basic constitutional

freedoms (e.g., freedom of speech, freedom of association, freedom to
travel) and mortgage the futures of our children with grossly wasteful
spending and crippling debt.

The Federal Government’s plan to eliminate the right to self-defence
(including the right to use whatever force is available to defend life, liberty,
and property) and the right to own and bear arms.

The elimination of the supremacy of God, which provides a moral and
ethical foundation for a civil society, the rule of law, policies, and
governance, as well as for the development of a “Constitution” that
protects individual freedoms and rights, and which is foundational to the

success of Western civilization.

Alberta sovereignty encompasses economic, governance, cultural, and
human rights dimensions, fueled by grievances against perceived federal
overreach and neglect. It’s a multifaceted aspiration driven by a desire for
greater self-determination and fair treatment within or outside of the
federation of Canada.

Register Your Intent to Sign "YES" on a Referendum
on Alberta Sovereignty Today

More About Alberta Sovereignty
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COVID-19 epidemiology update: Summary

Last updated: 2024-10-01 X PDF
Summary of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths, testing and variants of concern, and outbreaks across Canada and
over time. Older versions of this report are available on the archived reports page.

This page was last updated on October 1, 2024, 2 pm ET.

@ Changeinreport

As of October 4, 2024, this webpage will no longer be updated. Information on COVID-19 can now be found on the
Canadian respiratory virus surveillance report, where it is presented along other respiratory viruses including Influenza, and
RSV.

Weekly highlights
For information on other respiratory viruses circulating in Canada, and comparisons with COVID-19, please visit the new
Respiratory Virus Detections dashboard, and the weekly Fluwatch report.

General trends

« Nationally, COVID-19 indicators are stable at elevated levels compared to the spring. However, trends vary across the
provinces and territories.

« In the latest reporting week, two reporting provinces reported high COVID-19 Activity Levels that were stable or increasing,
while three reporting provinces and territories reported low to moderate Activity Levels that were stable or decreasing.

» Since April 2024, COVID-19 outbreaks have been slowly increasing with some periods of stabilization. Following a period of
stable trends in June 2024, outbreak incidence has been steadily increasing, up to the beginning of the accumulating data
period on August 24, 2024.

Hospitalizations and deaths
« Weekly COVID-19 deaths remain low overall.

Variants

« Nationally, the JN.1* group continues to be the dominant lineage group in Canada, with KP.3* sub-lineages like KP.3.1.1
being the primary sub-lineages showing growth.

« On September 14, KP.3.1.1 is projected to have represented 68% of sequences, with the next closest lineage being KP.2.3
at only 6%.

« While the data we publish in the Current Situation tab may include provincial or territorial data corrections or backfill
(sometimes described as bulk reporting) in the week they are reported, the weekly highlights account for these data
corrections and focus on recent trends.

» * Includes all descendant lineages, unless otherwise specified.

COVID-19 Activity Levels

COVID-19 activity levels provide a high-level summary to describe when and where COVID-19 is circulating across Canada. The
level of COVID-19 activity for each jurisdiction is determined by provincial and territorial ministries of health. The weekly COVID-
19 activity level is based on:

» percent positivity
» long-term care facility outbreaks per 1,000,000 population, and
« wastewater trends.

Figure 1. Map of COVID-19 activity levels in Canada, by province or territory for the week of September 15
to September 21, 2024 (Last updated October 1,2024, 2 pm ET)
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Activity Levels

Level 4 - Very High

Level 3 - High

Level 2 - Moderate

Level 1 - Low

Level 0 - No Activity Detected
Not available Il

Trajectory
(Compared to previous week)

Increasing A

No Change .
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COVID-19 activity levels in Canada, by province or territory for the week of September 15 to September
21, 2024 (Last updated October 1, 2024, 2 pm ET)

Province or territory Overall COVID-19 activity level Overall change
British Columbia Not available Not available
Alberta Moderate Activity (2) No change
Saskatchewan Not available Not available
Manitoba Not available Not available
Ontario High Activity (3) No change
Quebec High Activity (3) Increasing
Newfoundland and Labrador Not available Not available
New Brunswick Not available Not available
Nova Scotia Not available Not available
Prince Edward Island Low Activity (1) No change
Yukon Moderate Activity (2) Decreasing
Northwest Territories Not available Not available
Nunavut Not available Not available

a. COVID-19 activity level assessments are based on data from provincial and territorial partners for the week of
September 15 to September 21, 2024. For more information on public health recommendations or risk assessments,
please refer to the provincial and territorial websites. More information on COVID-19 activity levels, how they are
calculated, and relevant data caveats, can be found in the Technical Notes.

COVID-19 activity levels are based on data from provincial and territorial (PT) partners. National COVID-19 activity levels
were developed with PT partners to monitor COVID-19 activity at the national and PT levels using a standard set of core
indicators. Based on these indicators, COVID-19 activity can range from level 0 (no activity) to level 4 (high activity). They
are presented with the overall change (increase, decrease, no change) from the previous week.

Indicators: The overall COVID-19 activity level is assessed based on the following three indicators, where available:

1. Weekly percent positivity
Weekly number of lab positive tests / Weekly total number of tests x 100.
Note: This indicator is only incorporated into overall assessment if the testing rate is greater than or equal to 100 tests
per 100,000 population per week. This indicator is used to provide information about overall activity level and trajectory.

2. Weekly long term care facility (LTCF) outbreaks per 1,000,000 population
Weekly number of LTCF outbreaks / Total population in jurisdiction x 1,000,000.
Note: This indicator is used to provide information on overall activity level and trajectory.

3. Weekly COVID-19 wastewater trajectory
Trajectory of weekly COVID-19 wastewater viral levels compared to the previous week.
Note: This indicator is used to provide information on overall trajectory only.

Assessment process: The overall COVID-19 activity level is assessed based on the following three indicators, where
available:

Each indicator is assigned a level ranging from ‘no activity detected’ (level 0) to ‘very high activity’ (level 4), based on
established thresholds (increasing, decreasing, or no change) of a change of 10% or more compared to the previous
week.

Overall activity level is then determined using the average level of the available indicators (rounding to the nearest
whole number).

Overall trajectory, or the direction of change (based on 10% change compared to the previous week), is calculated
based on the mode of the trajectories from available indicators.

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/
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Data assessment caveats: The overall COVID-19 activity level is assessed based on the following three indicators, where

available:

« This information is based on data from PT partners. For more up to date information and for public health
recommendations or risk assessments, please refer to PT websites.

« Weekly changes in tests performed, and LTCF outbreaks reflect changes in counts between the end of the latest
epidemiological week and the end of the previous epidemiological week. Data are updated on an ongoing basis and
are subject to change.

PT testing practices, data sources and reporting to PHAC vary across jurisdictions.

There may be variations in the COVID-19 activity across a jurisdiction. It's possible that if there are outbreaks occurring
in one area, it may result in a higher level of COVID-19 activity. Weekly activity level assessments are intended to
provide a high-level overview of COVID-19 spread using standard indicators at the national and PT level. They may not
reflect the true extent of geographic spread of COVID-19.

COVID-19 data products

COVID-19 surveillance
« COVID-19 wastewater surveillance dashboard
« Interactive data map of COVID-19 cases around the world
« Viral respiratory infection data (CNISP (Canadian Nosocomial Infection Surveillance Program))

COVID-19 vaccination
« Reported side effects following_vaccination
« Number of people vaccinated in Canada
o Number of COVID-19 vaccine doses administered in Canada

« Vaccines distributed in Canada

COVID-19 and mental health
Mental lliness during_the Pandemic: Survey on COVID-19 and Mental Health (Cycles 1 and 2),

Map of Canadian mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic

Inequalities in the mental health of adults before and during the COVID-19 pandemic

Impacts of COVID-19

Erequency and impact of longer-term symptoms following COVID-19 in Canadian adults

Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Canadian Children with Cognitive, Behavioural or Emotional Disabilities

COVID-19 inequalities
s Social inequalities in COVID-19 deaths in Canada
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Provincial, territorial and international reporting

For more information, please refer to provincial or territorial COVID-19 webpages:

British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba

Ontario

Quebec
Newfoundland and Labrador
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia

Prince Edward Island
Yukon

Northwest Territories
Nunavut

For more information, please refer to international COVID-19 webpages:

World Health Organization
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
European Centre for Disease Control and Prevention

You might also be interested in

COVID-19 wastewater surveillance
dashboard

Trend data about the levels of COVID-19
in the wastewater.

All Health Infobase data products

Did you find what you were looking for?

What was wrong?

Answers to frequently asked questions can be found in the Understanding

the data section!

The answer | need is missing

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/

COVID-19 vaccination

Number of COVID-19 vaccine doses that
have been administed in Canada.
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In recent months, APP representatives have undertaken several strategic trips to Washingt
foster discussions on Alberta’s potential as an independent nation. These engagements, le
as Mitch Sylvestre, Jeff Rath, and Dr. Dennis Modry, underscore our commitment to securil
support and alliances that align with Alberta’s interests. Far from seeking interference, thes
emphasise building partnerships with our closest neighbour and largest trading partner—th
—to ensure a smooth transition to sovereignty.

The Trips: Key Participants and Objectives

APP’s diplomatic outreach has included multiple visits to engage U.S. officials on matters ¢
with Jeff Rath recently completing his third trip and planning a fourth in January 2026.

Jeffrey Rath
@JeffreyRWRath - Follow

A west coast pipeline through Montana, Idaho and
Washington was on the agenda today in DC.

THIS IS HAPPENING!
Alberta will be free!

#Albertalndependence

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/independence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support/ Page 2 of 17

452


https://albertaprosperityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/signal-2025-12-28-010623_002.jpeg
https://twitter.com/JeffreyRWRath?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2001039765123068248%7Ctwgr%5E93fd70ff5a299ca87301b43cff676bece6cefb46%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F
https://twitter.com/JeffreyRWRath?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2001039765123068248%7Ctwgr%5E93fd70ff5a299ca87301b43cff676bece6cefb46%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F
https://twitter.com/JeffreyRWRath?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2001039765123068248%7Ctwgr%5E93fd70ff5a299ca87301b43cff676bece6cefb46%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2001039765123068248%7Ctwgr%5E93fd70ff5a299ca87301b43cff676bece6cefb46%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F&screen_name=JeffreyRWRath
https://twitter.com/JeffreyRWRath/status/2001039765123068248?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2001039765123068248%7Ctwgr%5E93fd70ff5a299ca87301b43cff676bece6cefb46%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F
https://twitter.com/hashtag/AlbertaIndependence?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2001039765123068248%7Ctwgr%5E93fd70ff5a299ca87301b43cff676bece6cefb46%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F&src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/JeffreyRWRath/status/2001039765123068248/photo/1
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/independence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support/
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Check%20out%20this%20article:%20Alberta%20Prosperity%20Project%27s%20Diplomatic%20Engagements%20in%20Washington%3A%20Building%20Alliances%20for%20a%20Sovereign%20Future%20-%20https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/independence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F&media=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F12%2Fsignal-2025-12-28-010623_002.jpeg&description=Alberta+Prosperity+Project%27s+Diplomatic+Engagements+in+Washington%3A+Building+Alliances+for+a+Sovereign+Future
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F&title=Alberta%20Prosperity%20Project%27s%20Diplomatic%20Engagements%20in%20Washington%3A%20Building%20Alliances%20for%20a%20Sovereign%20Future
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Alberta%20Prosperity%20Project%27s%20Diplomatic%20Engagements%20in%20Washington%3A%20Building%20Alliances%20for%20a%20Sovereign%20Future%20%0A%0A%20https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F
https://telegram.me/share/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support%2F&text=Alberta%20Prosperity%20Project%27s%20Diplomatic%20Engagements%20in%20Washington%3A%20Building%20Alliances%20for%20a%20Sovereign%20Future
mailto:?subject=Alberta%20Prosperity%20Project's%20Diplomatic%20Engagements%20in%20Washington:%20Building%20Alliances%20for%20a%20Sovereign%20Future&BODY=https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/independence-movements-around-the-world-seeking-international-support/

Alberta Prosperity Project’s Diplomatic Engagements in Washington: Building Alliances for a Sovereign Future - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-13, 1:02 AM

061 061
2:20 PM - Dec 16, 2025

3.1K Reply Copy link

Read 253 replies

Jeffrey Rath
@JeffreyRWRath - Follow

| met with senior US officials.
They understand Alberta oil threatens Chinese interests.
Ottawa keeps blocking it anyway.

There's more support for Alberta energy in Washington
than in our own capital.

That should alarm every Albertan.

We need Alberta Independence.
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We have just returned from another great meeting with the
Trump Administration in Washington DC.

The interest in #Albertalndependence is palpable.

We all agree that Alberta must be freed from the
destructive forces of the Communist Chinese adjacent
Canadian Government in Show more

7:36 PM - Sep 30, 2025
3K Reply Copy link
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The objectives are clear: to educate U.S. counterparts on Alberta’s vast resources and how
would eliminate federal barriers hindering market access.

Addressing Common Questions and Concerns

We've heard questions about why APP engages with the U.S. if Alberta can “go it alone.” C
“So you all say there’s no interference from outside of Alberta and Alberta can go it ALONE
& Modry going to the US for Money and now Rath is going to Latin America for support ??°
Alberta CAN'T do it on its own.”

Let us clarify: Alberta absolutely can stand independently, leveraging our abundant resourc
workforce, and innovative spirit. However, sovereignty does not mean isolation. The United
biggest trading partner, accounting for the majority of our exports. Seeking alliances with th
exploring support from like-minded nations in Latin America—strengthens our position with
compromising our autonomy. These are strategic partnerships, not dependencies, aimed a
economic stability and security from day one of independence.

Ryan Jespersen
@ryanjespersen - Follow

Not elected. No mandate. Not even an actual leader of a
legit political party. @JeffreyRWRath may dupe some
gullible Albertans into believing they'd pay no income tax
and enjoy tariff-free trade split from Canada, but this snake
oil pseudo-diplomacy deserves to be called out.

Jeffrey Rath  @JeffreyRWRath

On my way to Washington DC for another of APP’'s ongoing meetings
with the US administration.

Reflecting on the joint benefits to Alberta and the USA when we finally
free Alberta from Communist Chinese controlled governments in
Ottawa.

For Albertans - no federal income tax.
9:31PM - Dec 15, 2025
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Stephen Maher
@stphnmaher - Follow

If this is true, which is no sure thing, then we should start to
think of Alberta as Donbas

Rise Of Alberta  @RiseOfAlberta

BREAKING: Alberta independence meetings are happening at the
highest levels in Washington with the US State Department.

The U.S. views a free and independent Alberta as aligned with its
national security interests.

Key points:

U.S. recognition of an Independent Alberta

12:54 PM - Dec 25, 2025
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Clay Thompson.
@harryt59_harry - Follow

This should be investigated. Smith is a foreign agent for
MAGA.

Someone gave him the authority. Who?
MAMNRANI AW
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@CTVNews
@TorontoStar

Rise Of Alberta  @RiseOfAlberta

BREAKING: Alberta independence meetings are happening at the
highest levels in Washington with the US State Department.

The U.S. views a free and independent Alberta as aligned with its
national security interests.

Key points:

U.S. recognition of an Independent Alberta

12:09 PM - Dec 26, 2025

374 Reply Copy link

Read 4 replies

(This post questions the authority behind the meetings and tags media outlets, while replie:
unfounded claims of treason and U.S. statehood aspirations.)

Ryan Jespersen - Dec 26, 2025

@ryanjespersen - Follow

In a lot of countries, this tomfoolery would get you strung up for
treason.

Rise Of Alberta  @RiseOfAlberta

BREAKING: Alberta independence meetings are happening
at the highest levels in Washington with the US State
Department.
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The U.S. views a free and independent Alberta as aligned with
its national security interests.

Key points:

U.S. recognition of an Independent Alberta

Alberta Prosperity Project
@ABProsperityPrj - Follow

You're correct. Brutal dictatorships punish those seeking
independence, like for example:

- Tibet: China wanting to arrest the Dalai Lama for gaining
international support to free Tibet.

- Xinjiang (East Turkistan): China suppresses Uyghurs
seeking autonomy through mass Show more

albertaprosperityproject.com

Alberta Prosperity Project’s Diplomatic Engageme...
In recent months, APP representatives have
undertaken several strategic trips to Washington, ...

4:18 PM - Dec 27, 2025

61 Reply Copy link

Read 4 replies

Jespersen is correct. Countries like China, for example, when it comes to the Dalai Lamas
international support to free Tibet, would string up the Dalai Lama for his “Tomfoolery”.

Such rhetoric overlooks the democratic and constitutional basis. No one is acting as a “fore
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these are voluntary, educational discussions initiated by APP as a non-profit advocating for

Authority stems from our mandate to explore sovereignty options legally under Canadian le
constitutional lawyer Keith Wilson (@ikwilson) notes, the Supreme Court of Canada has af
legitimate process for secession if pursued clearly and fairly. Claims of treason are baseles
are peaceful, democratic, and focused on empowering Albertans through a referendum.

Our Asks and What Has Been Agreed To

In a recent interview, Jeff Rath provided detailed insights into the ongoing discussions with
officials, including those connected directly to the Oval Office under the Trump administrati

Trump’s INSANE PLAN for Alberta Independence (Jeff Rath Interview, December 24,

Trump's INSANE PLAN for Alberta Independence

Rath explained that U.S. officials are “very enthusiastic about Alberta becoming an indeper
viewing it as a way to free the third-largest oil reserves in the world from what they see as (
influenced by communist China, which aim to keep Alberta’s resources landlocked.

Key asks from APP and the positive responses received include:

Diplomatic Track: U.S. support and potential recognition of Alberta as an independen
timing conditions are met.

National Security Alignment: Framing Alberta’s independence as aligned with U.S. r
and energy strategy, including doctrine and current policy priorities.

Immediate Recognition: U.S. recognition of Alberta as an independent nation right af
referendum.

Strategic Energy Corridors: Strong U.S. support for new pipelines, including a West
through U.S. states like Idaho, Montana, and Washington/Oregon to reach Asian mark
export capacity, and a North-South pipeline to the Gulf Coast to increase routing optiol

legacy constraints.
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Financial Backstop: A $500 billion line of credit, collateralised by Alberta’s oil and gas

backed by the U.S. Treasury, to provide leverage in negotiations with Ottawa, strength
negotiating position post-referendum, and protect against potential fiscal retaliation. Fe
are underway.

Stability Measures: Transition stability measures to protect pension value in the even
dollar instability during independence.

Currency and Pensions: Support for converting Alberta pensions at par from Canadi:
dollars, addressing concerns over a potential collapse of the Canadian dollar; permissi
U.S. dollar in the interim, with a 1:1 exchange rate, as we develop an Alberta resource
Foreign Influence Risk: Raising concerns about foreign interference and external infl

Canada’s policy direction as a security and market-access issue.
International Election Observers: U.S. observers to ensure the referendum’s integrit

Trade: A simple reciprocal free trade agreement with zero tariffs on all goods and serv
Alberta to U.S. industries while ensuring unfettered energy exports.

Rath emphasised that these supports align with U.S. national interests in energy security a

foreign influences, with officials assuring “robust support” and ongoing weekly communicat

Key outcomes from high-level U.S. State Department talks:

Rise Of Alberta
@RiseOfAlberta - Follow

High-level U.S. State Department talks with Alberta
independence leaders covered:

« support and potential recognition

- U.S. national security alignment

« Asia & Gulf pipeline corridors

- financial & pension stability measures

And no, Alberta is not becoming the 51st state.
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3:16 PM - Dec 24, 2025

538 Reply Copy link

Read 43 replies

(This post features an infographic summarising the discussions, including diplomatic suppc
security alignment, energy corridors, financial backstop, stability measures, and foreign infl
while firmly stating “Alberta is not the 51st state.”)

Breaking news on meetings with US State Department:

Rise Of Alberta
@RiseOfAlberta - Follow

BREAKING: Alberta independence meetings are
happening at the highest levels in Washington with the US
State Department.

The U.S. views a free and independent Alberta as aligned
with its national security interests.

Key points:

U.S. recognition of an Independent Alberta Show more
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1:50 PM - Dec 24, 2025

4.2K Reply Copy link

Read 586 replies

(This post includes a video clip highlighting U.S. recognition, West Coast pipeline via US, $
credit, and pension stability measures as aligned with U.S. national security interests.)

Must-watch on U.S. State Department talks:

Rise Of Alberta
@RiseOfAlberta - Follow

MUST WATCH: Jeff Rath reveals U.S. State Department
talks on supporting and recognizing an independent
Alberta.

They're considering a $500M credit line and seeing an
Alberta-to-Pacific pipeline via the U.S. as a national
security interest.

Must Watch Show more
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Kacnei Farker  @cmmanuel_xacn
Replying to @Emmanuel_Rach and @JeffreyRWRath
youtu.be/voRMBN-JF2k?si...

Last edited 1:02 PM - Dec 24, 2025

432 Reply Copy link

Read 23 replies

(This post shares an image and urges viewers to watch Jeff Rath reveal support for recogn

credit line, and Alberta-to-Pacific pipeline as a U.S. national security interest.)
Prominent constitutional lawyer Keith Wilson K.C. recently addressed the significance of U

The U.S. Will Recognize Alberta’s Independence — If We Vote Yes

In this video, Wilson explains the U.S. preparedness to recognise Alberta’s independence 1
democratic referendum, drawing on historical precedents and the constitutional pathway.

For additional details from Jeff Rath’s interviews:

EXCLUSIVE: Alberta delegates head to D.C.:
Will Alberta Become A US State?:

Inside Alberta’s Independence Movement (with Mitch Sylvestre and Jeffrey Rath):

These discussions stress U.S. support enhances leverage without loss of control.
Clarification on Recent National Post Coverage

A recent article published in the National Post —

— nrnvidac valiiahla attantinn tn tha AarawinA ¢
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around Alberta’s sovereignty but unfortunately blends distinct initiatives within the broader i
movement.

National Post
@nationalpost - Follow

After U.S. outreach, Alberta separatists will head to Latin
America to rustle up support for their cause
nationalpost.com/news/after-u-s...

5:30 AM - Dec 26, 2025

173 Reply Copy link

Read 147 replies

To clarify for readers:

The Alberta Prosperity Project (APP) has concentrated its diplomatic efforts on multipls
Washington, D.C., where representatives including Jeff Rath, Mitch Sylvestre, and Dr.
have engaged U.S. officials on matters of mutual energy security, trade, and potential
recognition. These visits focus exclusively on strengthening ties with our largest tradin

ensure economic stability in a sovereign future.

The planned outreach to Latin America (specifically Argentina and El Salvador in early
separate initiative led by Cameron Davies of the Republican Party of Alberta, an entire
organisation. APP has no involvement in, nor detailed knowledge of, these plans.

Different groups within the Alberta independence movement are free to pursue their own si
sharing the common goal of achieving greater autonomy and prosperity for our province.

Alberta Prosperity Project’s Diplomatic Engagements in Washington: Buildi
for a Sovereign Future

Seeking international awareness and goodwill is a well-established and entirely legitimate |
determination movements worldwide — it is neither novel nor controversial.
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Notable examples include:

» The Government of Québec maintaining permanent delegations in dozens of countries fo
advance its distinct interests.

+ Québec sovereignists actively courting international attention and preparing recognition s
both 1980 and 1995 referendums.

+ The Scottish National Party regularly engaging European institutions and international pa
support for Scottish independence.

- Catalan independence leaders travelling extensively across Europe to gain sympathy fror
and parliaments.

» The Dalai Lama and the Tibetan government-in-exile engaging world leaders, parliaments
organisations for over sixty years to advocate for meaningful autonomy for Tibet.

A diversity of approaches only strengthens the overall cause, and accurate distinction betw
helps Albertans engage in informed, constructive debate.

Debunking the 51st State Myth

The notion that we seek to become the 51st state is unfounded—Rath explicitly states that
no viable path for statehood and that APP’s focus is full independence. APP advocates for
sovereign nation, as clearly stated in our proposed referendum question: “Do you agree th:
Alberta should cease to be part of Canada to become an independent state?”

This misinformation often spreads through social media and mainstream outlets, using tact
mongering infographics or misleading imagery, such as superimposing the American flag o
Critics, including Gil McGowan of the Alberta Federation of Labour and journalist Stephen |
repeatedly twisted our engagements with U.S. officials into allegations of annexation, ignor
rejections of such ideas.

No 51st State for Alberta:

Rise Of Alberta
@RiseOfAlberta - Follow

No, Alberta is not becoming the 51st state.
Alberta joining the U.S. as the 51st state is off the table.
U.S. State Department discussions have proceeded on the

basis of Alberta as an independent country, because
statehood is seen as an impossibility in the U.S. Senate.
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788 Reply Copy link

Read 116 replies

(This post includes a video clip confirming that U.S. State Department discussions proceed
an independent country, as statehood is impossible in the U.S. Senate. It quotes Rath: “Th
majority of the Alberta Independence movement favour Alberta Independence and DO NO
Statehood,” and Wilson explaining the political realities making statehood unfeasible.)

As Jeff Rath has affirmed, the majority of Albertans favour independence, not U.S. stateho
lawyer Keith Wilson (@ikwilson) further explains that Alberta’s admission as a U.S. state is
impossible and contrary to our goals: “The Supreme Court has affirmed that secession is a
democratic process if pursued clearly and fairly.” This myth appears to be part of an organi
confuse and divide, distracting from real issues like Ottawa’s resource policies that subsidit
at Alberta’s expense.

For a detailed debunking, read our full article:

Join the Movement: Attend an Event Near You

The path to Alberta’s prosperity lies in action. Attend one of our upcoming events to learn n
involved. Check our events page: . Together, we car
independent future for Alberta.

The Alberta Prosperity Project (APP) is dedicated to educating Albertans on the merits of s
independence from Canada. As a non-partisan, non-profit organisation, we strive to empov
to achieve true prosperity free from federal overreach. For more information on our missior
. Our comprehensive education resources are available ¢

, and our policy framework can be explored |

o3 SHARE
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On December 24, 2025, Rachel Parker,
Trump’s INSANE PLAN for Alberta Independence,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voRmBN-JF2k

RACHEL PARKER

[Personal introduction]
Begin at 4:20
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But obviously I know everyone wants an update on Alberta independence, so I just finished talking to
to Jeff Rath a few days ago, and he was in Washington, DC for the third time, as I said, and so he's
going to join us today and umm give us an update on what he's been working on. And there's some
exciting stuff there, so I'll head to him now.

Okay, Jeff, so we spoke just a few days ago, and you were back in Washington, DC, meeting with your
secret contacts in the Trump administration. Can you give us a little update on how that visit went?

JEFFREY RATH

Well, it's becoming less and less secret. I mean, we're meeting we're meeting with seniors at the top of
the US State Department. I think when that could suss that out through his own contacts, we can say that
the people we're meeting with go directly from our meetings to the Oval Office, and the assurances that
we have from the people that we're meeting with the last the last meeting was very strange, We actually
met in a SCIF, of all things, but that was interesting. But the people that we're meeting with go directly
from our meetings to the Oval Office. So that's the level, you know, that's the level that we're meeting at.
So we're very, very pleased about that. We had a, you know, as a long meeting. We were, you know, we
were at it for several hours, you know, going through all of the ways in which the United States
government could support Alberta independence when the timing was right, they are very enthusiastic
about Alberta becoming an independent country. I mean, the one thing that we all fervently believe and
have in common is that the government in Ottawa and the land locking of Alberta's resources is being
done by Ottawa at the behest of the Communist Chinese and the Americans, You know, see it within
their national interest under, you know, you know, both under the Monroe Doctrine that's been around
forever and their new National Security Strategy to support Alberta independence and freeing the third
largest oil field in the world from control by the China, the Communist Chinese.

I mean, one of the things that we were talking about is that the reason that the Chinese want to keep
Alberta Oil and Gas landlocked is because they don't want Japan and South Korea to have a steady and
stable supply of oil and gas coming out of the third largest oil field in the world, right?

They don't want, you know, and from the US side, the US would like to see, you know, much more
products, you know, being available on the global market to keep oil and gasoline prices down for the
benefit of the American consumer, which is right in the sweet spot or the strike zone of, you know, of
Donald Trump's, you know, policies to make life more affordable for working men and women in the
United States.

So there's obviously a lot of synergies there that we were talking about in terms of why it is that the
United States is so supportive of a free and independent Alberta. So we were excited about that.
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We talked about a West Coast or a West Coast pipeline being one of the things that Alberta would like
to see immediately upon independence, and that would be a pipeline going from Alberta through Idaho
or Montana, Idaho and either Washington or Oregon, umm, you know, to the west coast to supply that
Asian market. And the Americans are very supportive of that. They're also very supportive of another
north, south pipeline running down to the Gulf of America that doesn't go through the Midwest hub. So,
you know, we had discussions in and around that.

And, you know, and I want to say how exciting it is for an Albertan and how amazing it is for an
Albertan to go to the center of government for a country where the center of government for that country
is extremely supportive of the Alberta Oil and gas industry and is supportive of Alberta's aspirations to
become a global economic superpower, you know, as opposed to our old, you know, to what's currently
our own government In Ottawa that doesn't want to see any of that happen. I mean, it's just bizarre that,
you know, for Albertans to be treated with respect, you know, to be able to discuss the aspirations of,
you know, Alberta on a going forward basis, that to have those conversations with people that are
honest, that are enthusiastic, that are supportive, that want to see these things happen. It's just bizarre
that we have to go to Washington, DC, and we can't go to Ottawa to do that, right?

So that was, you know, one of my, you know, one of my big takeaways from the meeting, right? We
also talked about, you know, you know, things that the independent Alberta would need, and it is an
independent country, currency support for one, because we all know that the day that Alberta declares
itself independent from Canada, the Canadian dollar will be trading on par with the polish lottie [sic]. So
we were talking to the US government about support for our pensioners and converting, you know,
Alberta pensions at par from Canadian dollars to US dollars, you know, things like that.

We're also talking about doing a feasibility study, which we're going to get working on right away to
establish a $500 billion line of credit for the country of Alberta, so that immediately upon a successful
referendum result, Alberta could trigger a $500 billion line of credit so that when we negotiate with
Ottawa, you know, we'll be negotiating from a position of strength and not from weakness, I think too
often discussions or negotiations between Alberta and Ottawa go along the lines of these, this is what we
want, and this is what our aspirations are. And then Ottawa's response is, well, you can't have that, and
if you don't shut up and behave yourself, we're going to cut off your transfers. We're going to cut off
your health funding. We're going to cut off this. We're going to cut off that. We're going to keep taking
all of your tax dollars, but now you're going to get none of it back, right?

So you know, we want to be able to sidestep, you know, what's, you know, the what we see, the
inevitable response from Ottawa will be to Alberta becoming an independent country, which is to try to
screw with us as much as they can on the fiscal and monetary side. So, I mean, if we're backed by the
full faith and credit of the US Treasury, you know, collateralized with, you know, the Alberta Oil Field,
you know, oil and gas resources.
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We've got no reason not to be able to succeed in our negotiations with Ottawa and successfully
removing Alberta from Canada and becoming an independent country. And again, you know, for some
of your viewers, I know the first time you talked about it, we were saying we were sending a delegation
down to the states to explore what kind of deal would be on the table for Alberta statehood as a US state.
Everybody needs to know that's completely off the table. So it's only the smallest portion of our
movement in Alberta that favors statehood. And then on top of it, you know, all of our discussions with
the Americans have moved forward on the basis that Alberta will become an independent country.

You know, one of the issues for the Americans is they don't think that they could ever get Alberta
approved as a state in the United States through the US Senate. I mean, Puerto Rico has been sitting in
the waiting room for years. And you know, the people we're speaking with, you know, within the Trump
administration are saying, Look, you know, the anybody that thinks that we have eyes on Alberta as the
state, need to understand what the dynamic is down here, and that is the Democrats would insist on
Puerto Rico coming in as a state to counterbalance what would be a conservative or republican Alberta
coming in as a state. And that, you know, they've been really frank that they have no interest in that, and
it's not going to happen.

Their primary interest is in, you know, having a rational government governing the third largest oil field
in the world, and specifically not having, you know, a Communist Chinese adjacent government in
Ottawa continually doing everything they can to shut in. You know, the amazing resources that we have
in this province that should be developed fully for the benefit of the entire world, which currently

RACHEL PARKER

I am just gonna interrupt you Jeff, already [interrupts]... start to lose my train of thought. I've got
already so many questions for you. Oh, yeah, very interesting. So your contacts are saying, yeah, yeah,
we're not interested in statehood. That's totally off the table then, for the reasons that you mentioned,
because they don't want to have to let Puerto Rico and as a state, essentially,

JEFFREY RATH

well. But on top of it, we're also responsive to people in our in our movement. [ mean, as the momentum
has been picking up, and as we've been running, you know, moving forward towards independence, with
all of the massive support that we now have in Alberta, I think we're polling over 40% right now in
Alberta. Last poll I saw was we're 41% so you know, as all of this momentum is growing, it's clear that
the people in our movement are not interested in freeing themselves from the clutches of the federal
government and the clutches of the Canada Revenue Agency just to put ourselves under yet another
government 3500 miles away that doesn't understand us. And you know is, you know, you know is
going to make tax policy in Washington. You know that doesn't make sense for Albertans, because we're
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confident that a free and independent Alberta, within literally months of independence, could become a
zero income tax regime where we have no income tax, GST, corporate income tax, etc, and that Alberta
would be able to, you know, operate as one of the lowest tax, lowest regulated regimes in North
America, which is our goal in all of it, right?

RACHEL PARKER

Yeah. I mean, I think some of us like the thought maybe of you know US President Donald Trump, but
we have to remember that it wasn't that long ago that long ago that we had President Biden, and that
could happen again

JEFFREY RATH

in this oh god, can you imagine President Kamala Harris? You know, we've been, I don't think anyone
we've been governed by gibbering idiots long enough we don't need to sign up for we don't need to sign
up for that, that's for sure.

RACHEL PARKER

So you've talked a lot about how you know your contacts, they support this idea of Alberta
independence, and some of the ways that they could leverage support for you once Alberta has had
basically a successful render and referendum, and we're, you know, in the negotiation stage with Ottawa,
but I'm wondering if there's been any talks about how they could offer support during this, this interim
period where we, basically, people like yourself, are going around and ramping up support in hopes of
having a successful referendum.

JEFFREY RATH

I mean, we've been discussing, you know, we, you know, we one of the, you know, we're we've now
moved on from the first meeting, which was introductory, to the second meeting, you know, which was
more Okay, let's try to, you know, get our heads around how this is going to look and how it's work. You
know, the third meeting where we're now, you know, literally, you know, working at a very high policy
level to discuss, you know, communication plans and so on. You know, suffice it to say that those plans
are being made and that there's a plan in place. I don't want to comment on them. You know, much
further, you know, at this point in time. And I think people you know will see the communication, you
know, as it rolls out, you know, in the appropriate manner, at the appropriate times. But we're, you
know, there's definitely a communications plan in place and that, you know, we, you know, we're being
continually reassured with all of our meetings in Washington, that there's a, you know, there's very
robust, robust support for free and independent Alberta in Washington, DC,
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RACHEL PARKER

you also spoke about how, if there was to be a successful independence referendum, that Alberta would
move into the negotiation stage that you had talked about, you know, Alberta essentially having this
massive line of credit while they go into those negotiations. I can't help but wonder, I mean, Donald
Trump is someone who, you know, as he often puts pressures on foreign governments to get what he
wants. Do you think we could see a situation in which the Ottawa is making the negotiations very
difficult for Alberta, and we see Donald Trump begin to put pressure on the Canadian federal
government to help Alberta secure a better deal for itself in that separate union.

JEFFREY RATH

I don't even know that that point that it's going to be necessary. I mean, Ottawa is either, you know, if
we have a $500 billion line of credit, I mean, Ottawa either behaves itself, or the, you know, the
negotiating negotiating table and behaves appropriately, or, you know, or Alberta could literally issue
a unilateral declaration of independence outside of the scope of the Canadian Constitution. (16:00)
So I mean Canada, I think, needs to behave itself and needs to, you know, needs to negotiate in good
faith. In fact, the clarity Act and the secession reference of the supreme court requires them to negotiate
in good faith. But you know about, by having a $500 billion line of credit in place, you know, it would
allow Alberta to simply walk away from the table the minute it became apparent that Ottawa wasn't
acting in good faith. I mean, you know, over the course of my career, I've done many, you know, 100
million dollar slash billion dollar negotiations that I've been involved in, you know, on various large
files, and it's all about leverage.

So we want to, you know, we want to create the conditions to be able to negotiate from a position of
strength and not like you know, Kenney and other you know governments have done over the years.
Rachel Notley, God help us, you know, please, Ottawa, please, may we please have some more? Could
we please keep some of our money like, you know, that's not how these that's not how these discussions
and negotiations are going to go.

RACHEL PARKER

Now on the topic of, basically, you know, begging Ottawa, I have to ask you if this memorandum of
understanding that Danielle Smith signed with Mark Carney’s government came up in your meeting
because you're saying they want another pipeline built to give, you know, sell, sell Alberta energy to
Asia, which is essentially what was signed in this memorandum of understanding that Danielle Smith
signed with Mark Carney that would get another pipeline built across the coast of BC. Obviously, you
know, this is just basically saying that the governments are basically saying we're going to look at doing
something. And I always say it's not really worth to spend a lot of time talking about things that

473



082 082

governments say they're going to talk about doing, because it never ends up resulting in anything. And
we still have, you know, the legislation in BC, the BC tankers ban.

Well, how are we going to get the ships to come pick up this energy.... And so what I have to ask, Did
that come up in the meeting at all?

JEFFREY RATH

No, because we saw, all of us see it as irrelevant. [ mean, it's, you know, everybody refers to it as the
pipe dream. Mou, not the pipeline MOU, I mean, you know, it's, you know. So $50 billion carbon
sucking machine. We're going to add $10 a barrel to the cost of production of oil in Alberta. And maybe,
if we're really, really good little boys and girls, they'll let us have a pipeline. They will let us have a
pipeline in 2040 so, you know, we didn't discuss it at all. We, you know both the US State Department
and our you know, you know our team see that MOU is being nothing but a bad joke on Albertans, you
know. And quite frankly, if it was fully implemented, I think would be worse for Alberta than the
national energy program, you know, in terms of killing investment in the province. Like who would
want to invest here? If, you know, we just added $10 a barrel to the price of price of oil production in
Alberta, like nobody.

So, you know, it's a job, killing investment, killing bad deal with

RACHEL PARKER
I was just saying, I think, like a decade of Justin Trudeau killed the hopes of any investment in Canada
for a long time.

JEFFREY RATH

Yeah. And the only way to revitalize investment in Alberta is for Alberta to leave Canada and have a
very good you know. And one of the things we did talk about in the States is, you know, is that when
President Trump says reciprocal trade agreements, he means reciprocal trade agreement. So Alberta will
have the shortest free trade agreement ever in the history of the world. There will be zero tariffs on the
Alberta side of the border on all goods and services, and zero tariffs on the US side of the border on all
Alberta. Goods and services will be wide open to American dairy will be wide open to American banks,
financial institutions. You know, we'll be open for business, and we won't be having Ottawa doing
everything they can to shut in our oil field for the benefit of Communist China.

Like I don't know if you saw it this morning, but there was an announcement somewhere that Carney is
now using the breakdown of trade negotiations with the United States over dairy as an excuse for
strengthening our economic ties with Communist China. Oh, we can't deal with the evil Americans, so
we're going to become Communist Chinese like you thought they were electing that, right? So I mean,
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every week that goes by, I mean, Carney just makes Alberta independence more and more likely, and I
think strengthens the business case on the US side for supporting Alberta independence. Because, you
know, who wants Communist China controlling the third largest oil field in the world, certainly not the
US.

RACHEL PARKER

So it sounds like you said you've been down there to meet with these officials three times. Now, is there
a fourth meeting planned on the books?

JEFFREY RATH

Yeah, yeah. We'll be going back down in in January. And if anything, you know, if anything comes up
between now and then, we'll be in, you know, we'll be in contact with them. I'm basically in contact with
them, you know, weekly. Now, you know, whether by email or other forms of communication. So, you
know, we're, you know, we're moving things forward. Like I said, the US is very supportive of a free
and independent Alberta. I thought it was really interesting that our meeting in the states and talk about a
US pipeline deal has now got Danielle considering it as an option, right? So, you know. But I think it's
really interesting that that, you know, Alberta prosperity project has better contacts with the Trump
administration, apparently, than she does, and we've had more conversations, and I'm confident that we
had more conversations with the US about a pipeline through the US Northwest than Danielel Smith
government has, you know. So I'm hoping, I'm hoping that they pick up their socks a little bit and start
going after that a lot more aggressively.

RAACHEL PARKER

Yeah, they have a trade representative in DC, like we pay to have someone live in DC full time to
negotiate and to, you know, advance Alberta's interests. Anything moving on there did ...

JEFFREY RATH

....our trade representative? You know, again, this is quite a while ago. I heard this, but you know that
our Trade Representative, you know, isn't really given the time of day on a going forward basis, you
know, because for years, Alberta was using, you know, former Obama administration officials as their
lobbyists and as their liaisons to the Trump administration, which makes less than zero sense. I mean,
this is just, you know, I don't have the receipts on that. This is just what I've heard from people in
Washington and elsewhere. But, I mean, you know, it wouldn't surprise me that that's the, you know, the
level of intelligence being brought to bear on this relationship by bureaucrats in Edmonton. You know,
they have their friends and they have the contacts, and you know, and you know, whoever it is that buys
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them hockey tickets or whatever else, and I'm sure that that's how they're doing business. But it's, I
think, I personally think right now, APP has a far stronger and better relationship with the US
government than the Smith government, which I think it's really interesting.

RACHEL PARKER

So I want to talk now about the actual referendum petitions that have been put forward. So of course, the
over to prosperity project has one in motion, and then we've got Thomas Lukaszuk Group forever
Canada. I know that yours was held court for a period, and Thomas Lukaszuk actually, actually hit the
Forever Canada group successfully got all the signatures they needed. So it's my understanding that
we're basically waiting to hear from the Danielle Smith government if they're going to allow the Forever
Canada referendum to go forward. Maybe you can just give us a little update on what do you expect?

JEFFREY RATH

Yeabh, literally, the minute Bill 14 passed. Eva Chipiuk is a representative of Rath and Company, was
there with Mitch Sylvester to file a statement of intent to file an application, which is the new process
that has to be followed, I guess, because we filed immediately. Oh, and then on the Friday, it says, Get
within 30 days, you then have to file your application. So on the Friday, we filed our application. So I
guess we weren't [sic[ by the change of the legislation to up the filing fee to $25,000 because we got in,
you know, under the old legislation, that being said, I mean, for this project. I mean, we could have, you
know, we could have the $25,000 in place in 10 seconds, ...

25 grand wasn't gonna stop us, but, but anyway, so that's done, and now we're just waiting to hear back
from elections Alberta, you know, on the, you know, on the triggering of the petition signature gathering
process. So what we're actually anticipating is somewhere in mid January, we're going to unleash our,
you know, the 50,000 volunteers that we have lined up to Canvass. And, you know, we're setting a very
lofty goal for ourselves. I don't know if we'll make it, but we're going to try to get one point, at least 1.5
million signatures in favor of this referendum, you know, knocking on every single door in the province,
having an 87-constituency campaign, and talking to every single Albertan that we can you know about
the benefits of Alberta independence. You know ending federal income tax, ending GST, ending carbon
tax. You know industrial carbon tax. You know corporate tax. You know any future cash grabs by the
bankrupt Canadian government to tax away your home equity, tax away your savings. You know all
these little trial balloons that were floated by Chrystia Freeland when she was finance minister. You
know, we need to get Alberta the hell away from, you know, Mark Carney and the government in
Ottawa, which, right now is basically a burning dumpster fire.

RACHEL PARKER
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So do you think that we're, excuse me, do you think that, like the Forever Canada referendum? Do you
think we're going to have that referendum in 2020, referendum in 2026?

JEFFREY RATH

I would be very surprised if you know, when we have our signatures, that they would allow two
referendums on the same question. And I would think that a constitutional referendum would trump a
policy referendum. That's simply saying, you know, we would like, you know, we would like to vote on
reaffirming the government of Alberta's existing policy, right? And, you know, I think that there would
be holy hell to pay with Danielle's base, if that what happened, right?

RACHEL PARKER

So I don't, I don't just to clarify, for instance, the Forever Canada referendum, which basically would
vote on keeping things as they are, Alberta continuing to stay in Canada, that is considered a policy
referendum, and the government can choose whether it goes forward. Referendum which talk, which
asks if Alberta should leave Canada, is a constitutional referendum, and because it's a constitutional
referendum, it has to go forward.

JEFFREY RATH

Our question is, do you agree that Alberta, Alberta shall cease to be a province in Canada, an
independent state, right? So that is the exact wording of Section 1(3) of the clarity act. So that's, you
know, that would make it a constitutional question. Lukaszuk’s question. I mean, he was even
backpedaling, saying that he didn't want a referendum. Oh, no, I didn't do this to get a referendum. I did
this because I just want the legislature to vote on it, right? So, you know, I mean, who knows what's
wrong with us? Like, I mean, does he even have a question? I mean, he said he doesn't want a
referendum. So does that mean that, you know that there's not even a referendum to consider with regard
to his question. Who knows? I mean, it's all so goofy, like it's hard to say what's going on as far as, as far
as Lukaszuk goes, right?...

RACHEL PARKER

So he is good word to use here for sure. And then on the topic of, you know Danielle Smith, you're
saying, if they were to let his referendum go forward, essentially blocking ours, because you can't have a
same a referendum going forward on the same question within five years, although then the profession
becomes, is it really the same question, I think?

JEFFREY RATH
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And, well, it's not the same they're not the same question because his is a mere policy question and ours
is a constitutional question. They're entirely different.

RACHEL PARKER
So you could have both then go right after each well,
JEFFREY RATH

but again, why would you? Why would you do it, unless you're just trying to completely confuse the
issue, like I say, she's doing having all of her goofy Alberta next panel questions on a referendum ballot
at the same time. [ mean, that's a fight. We'll have another day. But, you know, needless to say, you
know, I've been very unimpressed with that strategy for some time, and I've been of the view that the
strategy of having all these what's next questions heard at the same time, you know, on the on a ballot at
the same time as our question is nothing more or less than an attempt to subvert Albertans having a clear
vote on a clear choice, you know, to lead Canada and become an independent country, right?

Because, let's face it, [ mean, you know, like, in effect, by putting all those questions in place would
force us to clean sweep all of those questions, you know, oh, if you don't want policing, you know,
police, how could you be an independent country if you don't want a pension plan? How can you be an
independent country if you don't want, if you don't trust us to collect all the taxes in Alberta? How can
you be an independent country? So, you know, in us, in essence, I see that as an attempt to block,
confuse, you know, obfuscate and undermine what we're trying to accomplish, but, you know, we'll
leave that fight for another day. I mean, that's one of the reasons I've been so critical of Danielle lately.

But I guess at this point we'll just thank her for letting us go gather our questions or gather our
signatures to our question, and we'll go from there.

RACHEL PARKER

Well, yeah, and I just want to add because I know, like a large portion of my audience is in the States,
and they probably are not following this nearly as closely as yourself, but Danielle Smith is not pro
Alberta independence, and she said as much repeatedly over the last year. And you know, when she was
recently at the United Conservative Party Annual General Meeting, which happens every year, she was
talking about, well, Alberta signed this great memorandum of understanding, which is basically, as I
said before, our government and the Canadian federal government are going to look at and talk about
maybe building another pipeline. And she gave this as an example at this convention, as an example that
Canada is still working for Alberta. And when she said this, she was booed. She was booed at the party
convention for her own party, of which she sits as the party leader and as Premier. That's pretty
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significant, because just a year ago, at the same convention, she received support from 94 I believe it
was 94% of the of the party, essentially.

But what we're seeing is so much of the United Conservative Party base, especially the people that are
involved enough to go to a convention are pro independent, and she's way out of sync with the party on
this one. So yeah, I suspect it is causing a lot of maybe problems for yourself Jeff and for the Alberta
prosperity project, but it's also going to be causing a lot of problems for herself as party leader, and it's
going to be interesting to see how that plays out in 2026

JEFFREY RATH

Yeah, and I don't want to get into because there's been no shortage of people attacking me for allegedly,
you know, attacking Danielle Smith. I don't mean to attack her. I mean, I just have some real questions
with regard to what I consider some really bad policies that are coming out of the government.
Obviously, a lot of us are thrilled with a lot of the things that she's doing. I mean, you know, it was a
tough call, but, you know, legislating the teachers back to work had to happen, the legislation that she's
passed to protect our children. I mean, everybody's very enthusiastic about that. You know, she's done a
lot of really, really good things, right?

You know, you know, we'll see how well they've managed to amend bill for how far the bill, 14
amendments go, and clearing the roadblocks, you know, out of our way moving forward to a
referendum, you know, lots of people think that there's still some, you know, some holes in the
legislation that could have been fixed and should have been fixed, that weren't and that were certainly
brought to the attention of the government during the, you know, the reading period of the bills. So, you
know, we'll see where we end up on all of that. I'm trying, you know, in the spirit of Christmas, not to be
critical of Danielle, s

RACHEL PARKER

... plenty of time. There'll be plenty of time.
JEFFREY RATH

Yeah, you know, I think, I think, I think that's fair.
RACHEL PARKER

I will, I have to say this, it's eating me up, but like, there's a real cowardice on the right to not criticize
conservative leaders. And I mean, that's why Canadian conservatism looks the way it does. It doesn't
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look the way that does in the States. They've got real conservatism down there. We struggle to have it
here. So I'm gonna there.

JEFFREY RATH

I, you know, I obviously have the same issue. I mean, it's, you know, just because you're criticizing
policy doesn't mean you're attacking somebody personally. And I think people need to stop clutching
their pearls, always lots of criticism, and I take it as people want to show better, you know, and I'm you
know, and I get more than my fair share as well. So we just move forward and do what we think is best
for everybody in Alberta.

RACHEL PARKER

So okay, so I just want to on that note. I mean, this issue blew up. I believe it was February of this year,
and you know, you've kind of just been riding the train ever since. I obviously, basically riding the train.

JEFFREY RATH
I've been driving the train. Let's be free.
RACHEL PARKER

All right. Fair question, yeah, fair correction, for sure, I, on the other hand, disappeared off the face of
the earth for the better part of the year. And as someone who has not been out and about, I have to ask
you, where does the momentum of the independence movement stay right now?

JEFFREY RATH

Well, I mean, I think it just continues to grow. I mean, you know, we're planning, like, literally. I mean
crazy 2026 is going to be crazy for all of us. I mean, Mitch is going to run us all into the ground. I mean,
you know, we're looking at, you know, doing at least 100 town halls a month. You know, we're going to
be door knocking on every door and every constituency in the province. You know we are, you know,
are bound and determined, you know, to at least break the million mark for signatures on our petition
going forward, you know, etc, etc. So it's going to be a really, really busy first month or six months of
2026 and, you know, we won't see anything except the growth of more and more and more more
momentum, right?

RACHEL PARKER
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I mean, you know, we're now also just we need to state how significant that 1 million signature mark is,
because when I moved here, that was four years ago, the population of Alberta was 4 million. I know it's
growing rapidly. Maybe you know the exact number where it's at, but you guys are looking at getting
signatures from like 25% of the Alberta population.

JEFFREY RATH

Oh, yeah, and then, but on top of it, if you look at the last provincial election, I don't think you know. I
think if you had a million votes, you would have won, you know, won the majority, right? So, you
know, in terms of voter turnout. So, you know, I think, yeah, I would be, because 177,000 is 10% of the
last voter turnout. So if we have a million signatures, you know, that means that we've got more than
50% well more closer to 60% of the voter turnout in the last election, which is hugely significant. I
mean, it'll rock the political establishment in both Alberta, Ottawa out of the core, right? You know,
because it'll, he'll demonstrate the strength of our movement, and the fact that people in Alberta aren't
buying it, and you aren't buying, you know, any of this nonsense coming out of Mark Carney anymore?

RACHEL PARKER

Well, listen, it's Christmas Eve. We've been going for about 30 minutes here. I think we'll leave it there
for today. I'm excited for 2026 my commitment to the audience is I'm going to get back out there. I'm
going to be going to some of these town halls. We'll interview some people. We're going to have some
great content now that I'm well and healthy again. There might be a little baby straps to to my chest for
it, but what you got to do So Josh, for taking some time today. And

JEFFREY RATH

Merry Christmas to you and David. How exciting is it going to be for you guys to have a baby under the
tree, along with along with your other one? And you know the joy of Christmas and all of that. So Merry
Christmas. A blessed a blessed Christmas to you and your family. And best regards to David and the
babies. And have a great time. Enjoy Christmas with your family. And thank you very much for
speaking to me every prayer conversation.

RACHEL PARKER

I'm glad to be back, glad to have you back. And yeah, thanks guys for your patience over this year while
I was gone. And know, we've got a bit of an update for you today, and there's obviously going to be lots
more coming. So Merry Christmas to you all, and enjoy your enjoy your holiday celebration. God bless.
Thanks, Rachel. All right, everyone, that is all we have for today. I hope that you guys have some really
great Christmas plans. Maybe it's just a more casual year for you. It is for us. We obviously just have a
new baby at home. No one's coming to visit this year just didn't work out. So pretty relaxed Christmas in
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the Parker household. Kind of nice. Usually, Christmas is very busy for us, and I do love the Christmas
season, but it's just been, yeah, we potty trained our toddler. That feels great to have that under our belt.
And I've obviously been focused on getting my show up and running, so that's been taking a lot of time,
so a bit of a different Christmas season for us. But yeah, just remember the sacrifice that Christ made
coming down to earth in the form of human and eventually an Easter will recognize the sacrifice that he
made on the cross for us. So I'm wishing you all a very blessed Christmas season. Remember the
Reason? Reason for the Season? It's Christ. Always look back to Christ. Okay, guys, Merry Christmas
and God bless it's
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Keith Wilson Youtube,
The US Will Recognize Alberta's Independence,
December 26, 2025, available

https://youtu.be/8CoLUYPO0xs8?si=lya2mrTtEFSzZWHvb

Transcript
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Keith Wilson:

One of the most significant factors that makes the prospect of Alberta actually becoming
independent after the referendum on independence that Alberta will be holding in October 2026
is our proximity and relationship to the United States of America, the largest economy in the
world.

And what [ mean by that is there's a number of ways.. in which a country comes into existence.
Countries have come into existence. Have ebbed and flowed throughout the history of man. This
is not a novel concept. Countries don't necessarily and their boundaries remain static. In all of
our lifetimes, we've witnessed countries form and countries disappear.

So one of the ways in which Alberta can become an independent country, according to the
Supreme Court, in the 1998 reference case. Because remember, the Supreme Court of Canada
laid out a constitutional pathway for a province like Alberta to hold a province wide referendum
on a clear question and if a clear majority say yes we want to become an independent country
and a nation state, then that sets a legal process in motion. One way to finalize that process and
complete the process of becoming a nation to have negotiations between Alberta, the other
provinces and the federal government on the details of the divorce so to speak. There

There's no certainty that those negotiations will be successful. The Supreme Court of Canada
recognized this in paragraph 155 of the decision, and 154 they talk about the concept of
unilateral recognition by other nation states, and Canada has set a very important precedent
supportive of Alberta going that route of being recognized by other countries as an independent
country through Mark Carney's unilateral announcement last September, in September of 2025,
where he had the Government of Canada unilaterally recognize the state of Palestine, despite not
having borders, as being an independent country, nation state. So one of the things that could
well happen after the referendum is the United States will recognize Alberta as an independent
country. And in fact, there have been ongoing meetings between the Alberta prosperity project
representatives and the State Department in the US and as recently as a few weeks ago where
they continue to dialog on the situation in Alberta. And it's clear that the US government is
prepared to recognize Alberta independence, if it occurs in a democratic referendum vote, it
recognizes the US has a history of recognizing that free people have the ability to choose their
form of government. And so this is really significant because it's Alberta's largest trading partner.
They're our closest geographic trading partner. And so it's very exciting to have us going into
2026 with the United States and its growing economy showing a willingness to to recognize
Alberta, and the fact that the Carney government cleared the way for this and legitimized it
through the Carney government's actions of reference recognizing Palestine.

What I expect is going to happen is I think we're going to win this vote in October, and I think
we're going to win it handily, and Then I think what's going to happen is there's going there's
going to be discussions with the United States concurrently and simultaneously, with discussions
with the other provinces and Canada. And I think we're going to seek to negotiate trade pacts
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with both the other provinces and Canada, but importantly with the United States, which will
bring immediate prosperity and stability to Alberta, we will be freed from the constraints.

You know, what was so remarkable is we have the third largest reserve of oil in the world. We
have all these other resources, and we have a federal government that has deliberately passed the
laws and policies to keep our oil and gas in the ground, holding back prosperity, depriving our
children and grandchildren of prosperous and healthy future, increasing the cost of living. It's
just spectacular. Why would any thinking people that have a choice, as Albertans will have in
October when they go to vote in the referendum, not choose to seek prosperity and greater
freedoms for their kids and their grandkids, their community, their neighbors.

So and there's been one other development that's really important for those who like to do a deep
dive in these things. On December 5, the US government released its national security strategy,
and if you go through and read that 39 page document, you will see how uncomfortable the US
administration is about these really weird steps that troubling actions of the Carney liberals in
seeking to align themselves in Canada with China, rather than embrace and try and develop and
enhance our relationship with the largest economy, our largest customer, and the most powerful
military country in the world, how our Prime Minister has come out and said on a number of
occasions that our relationship with the United States has come to an end. Really reckless
position for the leader of Canada to take, and it'll be Albertans who'll suffer from that
recklessness, but we have an ability to correct it and free ourselves from it by voting yes in the
referendum for Alberta independence that will be coming Soon, in October of 2026.
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In the ongoing debate over Alberta’s future, one unfounded claim continues to surface repe
assertion that the Alberta Prosperity Project (APP) and the independence movement seek
the 51st state of the United States. This narrative, frequently promoted by those deeply inv
preserving the existing federal arrangement, lacks any basis in fact. It distracts from APP’s
consistent goal: achieving full sovereignty for Alberta as an independent nation, free from ¢
or any other external power. Those who repeat this claim overlook—or deliberately ignore-
statements from movement leaders and experts, revealing a pattern of misinformation that
maintain the status quo benefiting distant interests.

A recent illustration of this tactic appeared in a post by @voice_2020, featuring an infograp
aspects of life for women in Canada versus the United States, such as maternity leave and
The post, captioned “Don’t let the Alberta Separatists fool you, joining the U.S.A. will be ba
don’t add up,” falsely equates Alberta’s independence efforts with a push for U.S. annexatis

Fire the UCP
@voice_2020 - Follow

Don't let the Alberta Separatists fool you, joining the U.S.A.
will be bad. The numbers don't add up.

#ForeverCanadian
#CanadaStrong
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6:11 PM - Dec 23, 2025

290 Reply Copy link

Read 145 replies

And Global News using an image of someone holding an American flag:

Global Calgary
@GlobalCalgary - Follow

Elections Alberta has approved the proposed referendum
question, "Do you agree that the province of Alberta
should cease to be a part of Canada to become an
independent state?"

globalnews.ca
Proposed Alberta separation referendum question approved | Globaln...

Elections Alberta has approved the proposed referendum question, 'Do
you agree that the province of Alberta should cease to be a part of ...

4:15 PM - Dec 22, 2025

826 Reply Copy link

Read 231 replies
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Such posts rely on fear rather than facts, assuming readers won'’t verify the movement’s ac
reality, APP’s proposed referendum question is unambiguous:

“Do you agree that the Province of Alberta should cease to be part of Canada to becorr
independent state?”

Another prominent voice amplifying this distortion is Gil McGowan, president of the Alberta
Labour, whose repeated claims conveniently mirror federal narratives aimed at stifling Albe
self-determination. McGowan has consistently portrayed the independence movement as ¢
for U.S. annexation, ignoring evidence to the contrary while promoting views that undermin
resource-driven economy and align suspiciously with Ottawa’s priorities over those of even
For instance, on December 15, 2025, he posted: “The so-called “Alberta independence” mq
an effort to turn Alberta into the 51st state in Donald Trump’s America. The mask isn't just ¢
pulled it off entirely,” attaching a screenshot of an APP-related post that discusses trade be
mentioning statehood.

Gil McGowan

@ailmcaowan - Follow
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The so-called “Alberta independence” movement is really
an effort to turn Alberta into the 51st state in Donald
Trump's America. The mask isn't just slipping, they've
pulled it off entirely.

1:58 PM - Dec 15, 2025

11K Reply Copy link

Read 344 replies

This pattern persists in McGowan’s rhetoric. On October 1, 2025, he claimed: “The propon:

separatism clearly don’t really want an independent Alberta — they want to turn us into the
(under control by Trump’s Republican Party). Why else would they continue meeting with T
linking to a news article about diplomatic engagements, again twisting discussions of allian
allegations of annexation.
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Gil McGowan
@gilmcgowan - Follow

The proponents of Alberta separatism clearly don't really
want an independent Alberta — they want to turn us into
the 51st state (under control by Trump's Republican Party).
Why else would they continue meeting with Trump
official's? nationalpost.com/news/alberta-s...
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5:36 PM - Oct 1, 2025

546 Reply Copy link

Read 144 replies

Even more recently, on December 19, 2025, McGowan doubled down, referring to “Trump-
separatists” and claiming the referendum is “really aimed at turning us into the 51st state in
America.”

Gil McGowan - Dec 19, 2025

@gilmcgowan - Follow

Replying to @gilmcgowan

...that the UCP refuses to implement (like Pharmacare). Honestly, it
sounds like Trump saying he's going to build a wall and make
Mexico pay for it. But, seriously, this is all clearly aimed at stoking
resentment against the rest of the country ...

Gil McGowan
@gilmcgowan - Follow

...just as the Trump-backed separatists start campaigning
around an "“independence” referendum that's really aimed
at turning us into the 51st state in Trump’s America.

3:26 PM - Dec 19, 2025

89 Reply Copy link

Read 2 replies

These unsubstantiated assertions not only spread falsehoods but also divert attention from
federal overreach, which drains Alberta’s wealth while imposing burdensome policies on ot
—issues McGowan’s commentary often sidesteps in favour of federal-friendly talking point:

Here’s yet another striking example of this persistent fabrication came just days ago from £
long-time Mainstream Media (MSM) journalist and self-styled Laurentian proletarian who si
embedded in Ottawa’s political circles, growing cozy with the federal establishment he cove
December 23, 2025, Maher—a veteran commentator who relocated from Ottawa to Nova ¢
decades of reporting from the capital—directly replied to the Alberta Prosperity Project’s co
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Global News’ misleading U.S. flag imagery, insisting: “Do not be deceived by this. Alberta s
about joining the USA.”

Stephen Maher
@stphnmaher - Follow

Do not be deceived by this. Alberta separatism is about
joining the USA.

Alberta Prosperity Project =~ @ABProsperityPrj

Look at how dishonest @GlobalNews is. As their main photo they use a
picture of the US flag. As we have said many times, APP and the
current Whitehouse administration reject the idea of 51st state.
globalnews.ca/news/11588446/...

10:35 AM - Dec 23, 2025

721 Reply Copy link

Read 310 replies

Coming from someone so deeply enmeshed in the Ottawa bubble for much of his career, it
claim fits a familiar pattern: Laurentian voices reflexively dismissing Alberta’s legitimate so\
aspirations by recycling the tired “51st state” trope, as if to protect central Canada’s grip on
ignores APP’s crystal-clear rejection of any U.S. annexation and the referendum question’s
of independence as a sovereign nation. Replies to Maher’s post quickly filled with pushbac
and supporters who set the record straight, underscoring that genuine independence mear
Ottawa’s overreach—not trading one master for another. Such interventions from entrench
aligned media figures only highlight how threatened the Laurentian consensus remains by
charting their own future.

Key figures in the movement have repeatedly refuted this distortion. Jeffrey Rath (@Jeffrey
legal counsel, stated clearly on December 24, 2025 (Mountain Standard Time): “It is clear t
overwhelming majority of the Alberta Independence movement favour Alberta Independenc
favour US Statehood.”

Rise Of Alberta - Dec 24, 2025
@RiseOfAlberta - Follow
No, Alberta is not becoming the 51st state.

Alberta joining the U.S. as the 51st state is off the table.
U.S. State Department discussions have proceeded on the basis of

Alberta as an independent country, because statehood is seen as
an impossibility in the U.S. Senate.
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102 102

Jeffrey Rath
@JeffreyRWRath - Follow

It is clear that the overwhelming majority of the Alberta
Independence movement favour Alberta Independence
and DO NOT favour US Statehood.

3:44 PM - Dec 24, 2025

182 Reply Copy link

Read 17 replies

Constitutional lawyer Keith Wilson (@ikwilson), though not affiliated with APP, has providec
analysis debunking the feasibility of statehood. In response to the same misleading infogra
on December 24, 2025: a thorough explanation of U.S. political realities making Alberta’s a
state impossible.
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103 103

Fire the UCP - Dec 23, 2025

@voice_2020 - Follow
Don't let the Alberta Separatists fool you, joining the U.S.A. will be
bad. The numbers don't add up.

#ForeverCanadian
#CanadaStrong

Keith Wilson, K.C.
@ikwilson - Follow

In the U.S., adding a new state is never neutral. Every state
gets two senators, House seats, and votes for president, so
statehood directlv shifts political power.
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104 i ) ) 104
That's why Republicans, including the Trump

administration, oppose statehood for Washington, D.C. and

Puerto Rico: Show more

2:57 PM - Dec 24, 2025

222 Reply Copy link

Read 10 replies

Keith Wilson, K.C.
@ikwilson - Follow

Heading into Christmas Eve dinner tonight. | put together a
video called “Alberta Independence Myths Debunked" to
tackle the most common myths and lay out the case
clearly in favour of independence. Watch it before you sit
down, and bring facts to the table. Show more

youtube.com

Alberta Independence Myths, Debunked: Christma...
Over Christmas and New Year's, you'll be around
family and friends who don't all think the same wa...

1:17 PM - Dec 24, 2025

518 Reply Copy link

Read 34 replies

The repeated circulation of this '51st state’ claim, despite clear evidence to the contrary, su
organised effort to confuse and divide Albertans. It echoes federal priorities, discouraging ¢
inequities that drive our movement—where Alberta’s wealth subsidises other regions while
are sidelined.

Rise Of Alberta
@RiseOfAlberta - Follow

High-level U.S. State Department talks with Alberta
independence leaders covered:

- support and potential recognition
- U.S. national security alignment

A A A~ Ir . [ .

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/d...-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com Page 11 of 16

496


https://mobile.twitter.com/ikwilson/status/2003948292871467493?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003948292871467493%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ikwilson/status/2003948292871467493?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003948292871467493%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003948292871467493%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&tweet_id=2003948292871467493
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003948292871467493%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&in_reply_to=2003948292871467493
https://twitter.com/ikwilson/status/2003948292871467493?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003948292871467493%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ikwilson?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ikwilson?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ikwilson?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&screen_name=ikwilson
https://twitter.com/ikwilson/status/2003922940346466781?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://mobile.twitter.com/ikwilson/status/2003922940346466781?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://t.co/Ylc9XVYEP5
https://t.co/Ylc9XVYEP5
https://twitter.com/ikwilson/status/2003922940346466781?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&tweet_id=2003922940346466781
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&in_reply_to=2003922940346466781
https://twitter.com/ikwilson/status/2003922940346466781?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003922940346466781%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/RiseOfAlberta?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/RiseOfAlberta?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/RiseOfAlberta?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&screen_name=RiseOfAlberta
https://twitter.com/RiseOfAlberta/status/2003953074042548734?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F

Debunking the '51st State’ Myth: A Persistent Fabrication Undermining Alberta’s True Path to Sovereignty - Alberta Prosperity Project

105
* ASId & GUIl plpelne Ccorraors

- financial & pension stability measures

105

And no, Alberta is not becoming the 51st state.

3:16 PM - Dec 24, 2025

538 Reply Copy link

Read 43 replies

Stay vigilant against attempts to infiltrate and sow discord within our ranks. Ottawa’s intere:
confusion and division; unity is our strength as we pursue true independence.

To support the Alberta Prosperity Project and help us counter these distortions, please con
today at . Your contribution fuels education, petition effi

for our future.

Alberta Prosperity Project
@ABProsperityPrj - Follow

You can download and read our Value of Freedom
document here:
albertaprosperityproject.com/wp-content/upl...

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/d...-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com

497

2026-01-13, 1:03 AM

Page 12 of 16


https://x.com/RiseOfAlberta/status/2003953074042548734/photo/1
https://twitter.com/RiseOfAlberta/status/2003953074042548734?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&tweet_id=2003953074042548734
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&in_reply_to=2003953074042548734
https://twitter.com/RiseOfAlberta/status/2003953074042548734?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2003953074042548734%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&screen_name=ABProsperityPrj
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003018195587136?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://t.co/s6xU8K49bc
https://x.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003018195587136/photo/1
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/?referrer=grok.com

Debunking the '51st State’ Myth: A Persistent Fabrication Undermining Alberta’s True Path to Sovereignty - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-13, 1:03 AM

106 106

6:35 PM - Dec 24, 2025

292 Reply Copy link

Read 12 replies

Review our full policies here:

Alberta Prosperity Project
@ABProsperityPrj - Follow

Read about our Proposed Policies and Governance for a
Sovereign Alberta here: drive.google.com/file/d/1leLHeV...

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/d...-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com Page 13 of 16

498


https://x.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003018195587136/photo/1
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003018195587136?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&tweet_id=2004003018195587136
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&in_reply_to=2004003018195587136
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003018195587136?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003018195587136%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&screen_name=ABProsperityPrj
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003591754076230?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://t.co/YBH8qQPTrZ
https://x.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003591754076230/photo/1

Debunking the '51st State’ Myth: A Persistent Fabrication Undermining Alberta’s True Path to Sovereignty - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-13, 1:03 AM
107

107

6:37 PM - Dec 24, 2025

510 Reply Copy link

Read 37 replies

o§ SHARE

Conspiracy Corner: Jeff Rath — Secr

Defending the Republic of Alberta: Building a Secure and
Just a Proud Canadian Veteral

Sovereign Future

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Fake News Alert: Sturgeon Lake Exposing the Fear-Mongering: A Debunking tl
Cree Nation Did NOT Block Point-by-Point Debunking of “The Conspiracy N
Alberta’s Separatist Petition Planet D” Video on Alberta Independence

Independence Attracts Peo
Indigenous Righ
to be R

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/d...-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com Page 14 of 16

499


https://albertaprosperityproject.com/military/defending-the-republic-of-alberta-building-a-secure-and-sovereign-future/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/jeffrey-rath/conspiracy-corner-jeff-rath-secret-us-paratrooper-or-just-a-canadian-who-dreamed-of-jumping-out-of-planes/
https://x.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003591754076230/photo/1
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003591754076230?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&tweet_id=2004003591754076230
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&in_reply_to=2004003591754076230
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj/status/2004003591754076230?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2004003591754076230%7Ctwgr%5E792364fc1a64570c81aa0474970af68faac4e088%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/fake-news-alert-sturgeon-lake-cree-nation-did-not-block-albertas-separatist-petition/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/fake-news-alert-sturgeon-lake-cree-nation-did-not-block-albertas-separatist-petition/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/exposing-the-fear-mongering-a-point-by-point-debunking-of-the-planet-d-video-on-alberta-independence/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/exposing-the-fear-mongering-a-point-by-point-debunking-of-the-planet-d-video-on-alberta-independence/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/indigenous/debunking-the-separatist-conspiracy-myths-alberta-independence-emboldens-attracts-people-who-view-indigenous-rights-as-an-obstacle-to-be-removed/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/indigenous/debunking-the-separatist-conspiracy-myths-alberta-independence-emboldens-attracts-people-who-view-indigenous-rights-as-an-obstacle-to-be-removed/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/debunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Check%20out%20this%20article:%20Debunking%20the%20%2751st%20State%27%20Myth%3A%20A%20Persistent%20Fabrication%20Undermining%20Alberta%27s%20True%20Path%20to%20Sovereignty%20-%20https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/debunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&media=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F12%2Falberta-51st-state.png&description=Debunking+the+%2751st+State%27+Myth%3A+A+Persistent+Fabrication+Undermining+Alberta%27s+True+Path+to+Sovereignty
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&title=Debunking%20the%20%2751st%20State%27%20Myth%3A%20A%20Persistent%20Fabrication%20Undermining%20Alberta%27s%20True%20Path%20to%20Sovereignty
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Debunking%20the%20%2751st%20State%27%20Myth%3A%20A%20Persistent%20Fabrication%20Undermining%20Alberta%27s%20True%20Path%20to%20Sovereignty%20%0A%0A%20https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F
https://telegram.me/share/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Falbertaprosperityproject.com%2Fmisinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies%2Fdebunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty%2F&text=Debunking%20the%20%2751st%20State%27%20Myth%3A%20A%20Persistent%20Fabrication%20Undermining%20Alberta%27s%20True%20Path%20to%20Sovereignty
mailto:?subject=Debunking%20the%20'51st%20State'%20Myth:%20A%20Persistent%20Fabrication%20Undermining%20Alberta's%20True%20Path%20to%20Sovereignty&BODY=https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/debunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/

Debunking the '51st State’ Myth: A Persistent Fabrication Undermining Alberta’s True Path to Sovereignty - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-13, 1:03 AM

108 108
Busted! RedVox TV’s Latest Hit Rising Rhetoric Against Alberta’s Rebuttal: The Tru
Piece: Not Just Conspiracy — It’s Independence Movement: A Timely Path to Sovereigi

Literally Al-Generated Propaganda Warning to Stay Vigilant to Fearm

Alberta Prosperity Project

The Referendum Movement for a Sovereign Alberta

Contact us FAQ's Page Become A Member
Send us your Know your Alberta We're building a
questions Sovereignty community
NEWSLETTER CONTACT Follow Us
The Alberta Prosperity Project Subscribe zl:diae e
. u ) [}
doesn’t receive any government q f X @ fn
funding. We rely on our generous NEWS GET ®
Federal INVOLVED
supporters to help fund our Overreach
i About Us
educational efforts. If you support our Pension
iagi Education
mission to empower the Alberta Taxation etiton &
, etitions
government to restructure Alberta’s Policing Letters
relationship with Canada by Business Volunteer
mobilizing public support for a Health [/Iembership
. ogin
referendum on sovereignty, please ' :
. . g . Y. P Privacy Policy Prosperity
consider making a donation today: Gardens
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/d...-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com Page 15 of 16

500


https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/busted-redvox-tvs-latest-hit-piece-not-just-conspiracy-its-literally-ai-generated-propaganda/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/busted-redvox-tvs-latest-hit-piece-not-just-conspiracy-its-literally-ai-generated-propaganda/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/rising-rhetoric-against-albertas-independence-movement-a-timely-warning-to-stay-vigilant/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/rising-rhetoric-against-albertas-independence-movement-a-timely-warning-to-stay-vigilant/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/rebuttal-the-truth-about-albertas-path-to-sovereignty-responding-to-fearmongering/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/rebuttal-the-truth-about-albertas-path-to-sovereignty-responding-to-fearmongering/
http://albertaprosperityproject.com/
https://albertaprosperity.com/
https://nb.albertaprosperity.com/donate
https://nb.albertaprosperity.com/volunteer
https://albertaprosperityproject-albertafirstpension.nationbuilder.com/newsletter
https://albertaprosperityproject-albertafirstpension.nationbuilder.com/newsletter
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/debunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com#
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/federal-overreach/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/alberta-pension/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/alberta-taxation/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/alberta-policing/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/alberta-business/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/alberta-health/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/privacy-policy/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/debunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com#
mailto:%20media@albertaprosperity.com
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/debunking-the-51st-state-myth-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com#
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/about-us/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/education/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/education/#petitions-letters
https://albertaprosperityproject-albertafirstpension.nationbuilder.com/volunteer
https://albertafirstpension.nationbuilder.com/join_app
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/prosperity-gardens/
https://facebook.com/albertaprosperityproject
https://twitter.com/ABProsperityPrj
https://instagram.com/albertaprosperityproject
https://www.linkedin.com/company/albertaprosperityproject
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPcdiiD9UujfTq6jnQTfxGA
mailto:contact@albertaprosperity.com
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/contact/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/faqs/
https://albertaprosperityproject-albertafirstpension.nationbuilder.com/join_us
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/contact/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/faqs/
https://albertaprosperityproject-albertafirstpension.nationbuilder.com/join_us
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/contact/
https://albertaprosperityproject.com/faqs/
https://albertaprosperityproject-albertafirstpension.nationbuilder.com/join_us

Debunking the '51st State’ Myth: A Persistent Fabrication Undermining Alberta’s True Path to Sovereignty - Alberta Prosperity Project 2026-01-13, 1:03 AM

109 109

Copyright © 2021 - 2025 The Alberta Prosperity Project. All Rights Reserved.

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/misinformation-disinformation-and-wild-conspiracies/d...-a-persistent-fabrication-undermining-albertas-true-path-to-sovereignty/?referrer=grok.com Page 16 of 16

501



APPENDIX 8

ADDENDUM
Report of Dr. Wesley Wark
d. April 30, 2026

I have been retained by Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation and Mikisew Cree First Nation, to produce
this addendum report to my expert opinion affidavit in the case of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation v.
His Majesty The King in Right of Alberta, the Attorney General of Canada and the Chief
Electoral Officer of Alberta. My affidavit was filed on January 14, 2026.!

The purpose of this addendum is to address new developments and new information bearing on
the potential for foreign interference in the context of the Alberta separatist petition and in light
of the prospect of a referendum on Alberta independence being formally initiated as early as the
Fall of 2026.

In submitting this addendum, I remain cognizant of my duty as an expert witness and not to be
an advocate for any party.

I further assert that the information contained in this addendum is restricted to matters that fall
within my area of expertise. My report is based solely on my professional expertise and
knowledge. The text of this addendum report was written by me and is free of Al-generated
content.

The scope of this Addendum report

There are several new developments that have occurred regarding the potential for foreign
interference, particularly from the United States, in the Alberta separatist petition and prospective
official referendum. These developments add significant weight to concerns that the Alberta
government lacks the capabilities to monitor and act in the face of foreign interference.
Moreover, information has emerged to suggest that the Alberta Prosperity Project, a leading
backer of the separatist movement in the province, is unwilling and/or unable to police any
foreign interference impacting on its efforts.

The scope of this addendum report thus covers the following:
1. New developments relevant to foreign interference

2. Additional information regarding the Province of Alberta’s security capabilities to deal
with foreign interference

! Affidavit of Wesley Wark, Court of King’s Bench of Alberta, Court file 2603 00086, January 14, 2026 (hereafter
“Wark Affidavit”).
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3. Additional information on the federal security architecture for dealing with foreign
interference and its disconnect from foreign interference affecting the separatist petition
and independence referendum

4. New information indicating that the Alberta Prosperity Project and its successor the “Stay
Free Alberta” movement are unwilling and/or unable to police any foreign interference
affecting its efforts

5. New information on inauthentic accounts promoting Alberta separatism

6. Sensitivities and unpreparedness: heightened risks of foreign interference in a binary
referendum process

7. Conclusion

1. New developments on foreign interference threats

During January 2026, the Trump administration escalated a campaign to take over or annex
Greenland, a semi-autonomous territory of the Kingdom of Denmark. These demands caused a
crisis for NATO and were a direct attack on the principle of sovereignty and self-determination,
targeting a NATO ally. President Trump subsequently indicated in his speech at the World
Economic Forum in Davos on January 21, 2026, that he would not use force to acquire the island
but would keep other options open.? Negotiations to resolve the issue between the US, Denmark
and Greenland are on-going. It has recently been stated that one of the concerns raised in the
negotiations involves the question of US basing rights in Greenland should Greenlanders decide
to pursue independence from the Kingdom of Denmark. 3

Reporting led by the Wall Street Journal, based on anonymous sources, has indicated that the
office of the US Director of National Intelligence issued a classified intelligence collection
directive asking US intelligence agencies to identify people in Greenland who support US

2 President Donald Trump address to the World Economic Forum, Davos, Switzerland, January 21, 2026,
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2026/01/davos-2026-special-address-donald-trump-president-united-states-
america/?ref=nl-huff-a-occ

3 Public address and Q and A by the NATO Secretary-General, Mark Rutte, at the Ronald Reagan Institute,
Washington, D.C., April 9, 2026, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRj0iuZU7Ks
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objectives for the island. * Such an intelligence effort would be the starting point for a full-on
clandestine interference campaign in Greenland. The government of Denmark responded by
summoning the US ambassador to Denmark to discuss the issue. >

Threats aimed at Greenland and the special forces raid on Venezuela that led to the capture of
President Nicolas Maduro on January 3, 2026, and a form of regime change in the country, are
recent indicators of the extent to which the United States would go to use various capabilities for
foreign interference.

They also underscore a dynamic set out in the US National Security Strategy published in
December 2025, with its express determination to reconstitute the 19" century Monroe doctrine
to ensure the dominance and protection of US interests, including economic interests, throughout
the Western hemisphere. ©

Unsurprisingly, senior Trump administration officials have been paying attention to the Alberta
separatist movement. On January 22, 2026, the US Treasury Secretary, Scott Bessent appeared
on a right -wing TV station called “Real America’s Voice,” and answered a question about
Alberta’s separatist movement by saying that Alberta is a natural partner for the US and
mentioning a “rumour” about a referendum “on whether they want to say in Canada or not.”
Bessent refused to be drawn about what he knew about the referendum but said, “people are
talking. People want sovereignty. They want what the US has got.” 7 The Treasury Secretary will
be aware of the visits that representatives of the Alberta Prosperity Project have made to
Washington and discussions they have had with State Department officials with close ties to the
White House. *

Following the Treasury Secretary’s remarks, a Republican congressman from Tennessee, Andy
Ogles had this to say:

4 Wall Street Journal, “US Orders intelligence agencies to step up spying on Greenland,” May 6, 2025,
https://www.wsj.com/world/greenland-spying-us-intelligence-809c4ef2

5 The Guardian, “Denmark to summon US envoy over report of Greenland spying directive,” May 7, 2025,
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/may/07/greenland-spying-surveillance

¢ The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, November 2025,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf

7 The Canadian Press/CBC, “Trump Cabinet member weighs in on Alberta separatism,” January 23, 2026,
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/trump-cabinet-member-weighs-in-on-alberta-separatism-9.7058082; BBC
News, “’A natural partner’: US Treasury secretary weighs in on Alberta separatism,” January 23, 2026,

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy8ylqx0zw4o

8 Wark Affidavit, paras 80-89
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“I think the people of Alberta would agree with the sentiment that they would prefer not to be
part of Canada and to be part of the United States because we are winning day in and day out.” °

While it is perhaps unlikely that a Tennessee republican knows anything about opinion in Alberta
or Canada, his remarks do echo sentiment expressed by US President Donald Trump when he
aired his annexation/51% state threats against Canada. !° The President’s then National Security

Adviser, Mike Waltz, had also weighed in with a claim that Canadians would love to join the US.
11

Rising concerns about the potential for foreign interference in the Alberta separatist movement
have led the Alberta Premier, Danielle Smith, to take the step of requesting a security clearance
from the Canadian Security Intelligence Service so that she can get briefings on any foreign
interference happening in Alberta. !> The Premier has also told the legislature that neither the
RCMP nor CSIS have been “forthcoming” about security issues involving the separatist
movement. '3

Other Alberta Cabinet Ministers with security responsibilities for the province, including the
Public Safety and Emergency Services Minister, and the Minister of Justice, have indicated they
were not seeking to gain security clearances from the federal government. The Public Safety
Minister, Mike Ellis, added that the procedure was “not as simple as people think. It’s not a
phone call.” '* He mentioned the need to build a secure facility to receive classified documents
and briefings and to store protected material.

This new initiative on the part of the Premier is separate from any take-up that might have been
contemplated as result of a July 2024 invitation on the part of the then-Clerk of the Privy

 CBC, “The more Trump allies covet Alberta, the less popular separatism may get,” January 24, 2026,
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/analysis-alberta-separatism-scott-bessent-9.7059168

10 France 24 (English) news program, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHZ2dLMnYMU

! The Daily Beast, “Trump Aide boldly claims Canadians would ‘love’ to join the US,” February 9, 2025,
https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-aide-boldly-claims-canadians-

181041411.html?guccounter=1&guce referrer=aHROcHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xILmNvbS8&guce referrer sig=AQ
AAAFcli-CuhbybQaV3EjOLI52kZK Xys-4rkJdPpXRTpoGeMzL1LBLgFmYHfcDmI5SteZCLAp wrt2Kz9x-
UEycVREjzESfFBSRKHTxYUxRBa5j4CPW5fQX6 iUHGZW2VTqwk0xy891Cljj9j2hbB7M-
VbH4DG325s0jcacg2-tESGX7

12 Matthew Scace, The Globe and Mail, “Danielle Smith seeking national-security clearance from Canada’s spy
service,” March 18, 2026, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/alberta/article-danielle-smith-national-security-
clearance-from-csis-foreign/

13 Ibid

14 CBC/The Canadian Press, “Alberta Premier Daniel Smith wants security clearance to be briefed about foreign

interference,” March 19, 2026, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-premier-security-clearance-
9.7135541
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Council, John Hannaford, to his provincial and territorial counterparts, inviting them to apply for
a top-secret level clearance.

In his letter, a copy of which was provided to the Canadian Press, Hannaford wrote that Canada
was a target for foreign interference and other threats such as terrorism and cyber attacks and
that:

“Addressing the growing threats posed by a rapidly evolving global security environment will
require a whole of society response, hence it is now even more important that our governments
begin to build a healthy, transparent dialogue informed by intelligence.” ' Hannaford’s letter
closed by saying:

“A security clearance will provide you with a significant opportunity to obtain relevant
intelligence relating to Canada’s safety and security and help your organization to be positioned

to address threats within your jurisdictions and provide the best advice in service to Canadians.”
16

Judging from the Premier’s complaints about the RCMP and CSIS not being forthcoming, it
seems clear that Alberta has yet to take advantage of the Clerk’s July 2024 offer, or try to
contribute to building the “whole of society” response for foreign interference and other threats
that Mr. Hannaford extolled.

As I have written, Premier’s Smuth’s request for a security clearance combines both a naivete
about the reception and use of intelligence and, effectively, a confession that provincial security

bodies “have no capacity to understand the potential of foreign interference targeting Alberta.” 17

2. Additional information regarding Alberta’s security capabilities to deal
with foreign interference

In my affidavit report, [ wrote that: “I am not aware of any evidence that either the Alberta

government or the federal government have taken any concrete steps to monitor or respond to

potential foreign interference threats during the petition process.” '8

15 Jim Bronskill, The Canadian Press/CBC, “Senior civil servants at provincial, territorial level invited to seek top
secret clearance,” September 19, 2024, https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/provincial-clerk-privy-council-security-
breifing-1.7327723

16 Copy of the Hannaford letter in my possession

17 Wesley Wark, “So you want intelligence on foreign interference,” March 19, 2026,
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/so-you-want-intelligence-on-foreign

18 Wark Affidavit, para 122.
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I would extend this same concern to cover any subsequent holding of an official referendum on
Alberta independence.

I testified on the limited information in the public domain about the province’s own security
apparatus, in particular the Provincial Security Intelligence Office (PSIO). It has no public
website and produces no public reports. Its size and competencies are not known.

The only description of its organization known to me comes from testimony before the Alberta
legislature on March 22, 2022, from the Assistant Deputy Minister for Public Safety, Martin
Degrand." In responding to a budget question, he noted that the provincial security and
intelligence office consists of 3 “discrete units” and a “relationship” to a fourth. The three units
included one responsible for advice on the physical security of personnel and buildings. A second
was called the provincial intelligence office (or intelligence bureau), a threat assessment group.
The third dealt with domestic violence issues. Then there is a relationship between the domestic
violence unit and the chief firearms office. A recent job advertisement (October, 2025) referred to
a position in the intelligence bureau. The job description was for an intelligence analyst, the
“Intelligence collator,” with widespread duties in the PSIO intelligence bureau. 2°

Some PSIO records were released to the Public Order Emergency Commission, including a
series of situation reports (sitreps) prepared by the Intelligence Bureau for Alberta government
officials to provide current reporting on the series of protest actions that were part of the
Freedom Convoy protest, including the Coutts, Alberta border blockade.?! None of the reports,
mostly based on open source intelligence and information provided by the RCMP, dealt with any
foreign interference concerns affecting the convoy protests. They constituted what are often
referred to as “spot,” or “tactical” intelligence and did not include any strategic outlooks or
forecasts.

19 Legislative Assembly of Alberta, The 30" Legislature, 3 session, Standing Committee on Families and
Communities, Ministry of Justice and Solicitor General, “Consideration of Main Estimates,” March 17, 2022,
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR _files/docs/committees/fc/legislature 30/session_3/20220317 0900 01 fc.pd
f

20 https://mydocs.wfd.alberta.ca/media/bbbaspu3/jr76683 intelligence collator analyst jd.pdf

21 The PSIO Intelligence bureau sitreps on the Freedom Convoy protests (#0 through #22, February 5-16, 2022), can
be found on the website maintained by the Public Order Emergency Commission, by searching under
Documents/Exhibits, Presentations and Reports and using the document search keyword “PSIO.” The first of the
sitreps for February 5, 2022, is:

https://publicorderemergencycommission.ca/files/exhibits/ ALB00001740.0001.pdf?t=1777432464. The last details
the end of the Coutts border blockade following RCMP arrests and the seizure of a weapons cache, as well as the
overall impact of the invocation of the Emergencies Act.
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On the same issue of capabilities and attention to foreign interference, it is worth noting that the
province’s cyber security strategy, published in May 2024, makes no mention of foreign
interference threats.??

As Premier Smith’s outreach to CSIS to acquire a security clearance indicates, the provincial
government is fundamentally dependent on the federal government’s security and intelligence
community to provide a capacity for monitoring and responding to foreign interference. The
province has no substantial, dedicated capacity of its own. Nor would the provincial government
be in a position to use its representation to Washington to press US officials on issues regarding
foreign interference, given the fact that it does not have the capacity to generate its own threat
warnings and analysis. Even were the provincial government to have some access to intelligence
reporting from federal government agencies, it would not be able to use that material
independently in discussions in Washington without the approval of the originators of that
reporting—a principle known in intelligence and security circles as “originator control.”

3. Additional information on the federal security architecture for dealing with
foreign interference

The federal government maintains a robust capacity to deal with foreign interference threats.
Some of that capacity is of long standing, including the role of the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS) to address threats of foreign influence activities, as set out in s2 of
the CSIS Act. 2 The Communications Security Establishment (CSE) dates back to the
immediate post-World War Two period. Its mandate includes both foreign signals intelligence
and cyber security for the federal government and private sector infrastructure deemed of
national importance. 2 The RCMP combines contract policing with a federal policing national
security law enforcement mandate. >

More recent additions to the federal security and intelligence architecture were designed
specifically to address foreign interference concerns in federal elections. These were a product of
what was called the “Plan to Protect Canadian Democracy,” set out by the federal government in

22 Alberta’s Cyber Security Strategy, May 2024, htips://cyberalberta.ca/system/files/Government-of-Alberta-
Cybersecurity-Strategy-2024.pdf

23 The Canadian Security Intelligence Service Act, https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-23/
24 The Communications Security Establishment Act, https://laws-lois justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-35.3/

25 RCMP Federal Policy, National Security, https://rcmp.ca/en/federal-policing/national-security/about-federal-
policing-national-security
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2018, largely driven by concerns about Russian interference attempts in the 2016 U.S.
presidential election. These concerns were documented in a US intelligence community
assessment, the classified version of which would have been shared with Canadian officials. ¢
The two key elements of the plan were the establishment of the “Critical Election Incident Public
Protocol (CEIPP),” and the Security and Intelligence Threats to Elections Task Force, commonly
abbreviated as SITE TF. 2’ The CEIPP created a process whereby, during a federal election writ
period, with the government in ‘caretaker mode,’ a panel of five senior public servants, headed
by the Clerk of the Privy Council, would convene to consider election security threats and were
empowered to issue public warnings about such threats if they met the criteria for a public
announcement. This process was designed to insulate any public warning from political direction
or entanglement. The “Panel of Five,” in turn would be provided with a coordinated intelligence
threat picture by the SITE TF, who were also empowered to brief security-cleared representatives
of the political parties. The SITE TF was an intelligence fusion centre with representatives from
CSIS, CSE, the RCMP and Global Affairs Canada, including the GAC Rapid Response
Mechanism (RRM). 28

The GAC RRM is a unique unit, established in 2018, that deploys data scientists to detect foreign
information threats (primarily disinformation) that are detrimental to the interests of Canada.
These enumerated interests include Canada’s national sovereignty; elections, democratic
institutions and national independence; defence and national security; economic security,
territorial integrity and diplomacy; and Canada’s economic, scientific, industrial, societal or
foreign policy interests. 2 It’s a very broad mandate but the RRM has limited resources and its
capacities have been used almost exclusively to monitor foreign disinformation campaigns
targeting federal election processes. 3° The extent to which it might be applied in an Alberta
provincial context would depend on a number of factors, including direction from GAC, requests
from the Alberta government for assistance, and the highly politically sensitive issue of
monitoring foreign disinformation efforts with a US nexus. Even if GAC RRM assistance was
requested by the provincial government, the federal government and Canada’s security and

26 US Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI),
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/documents/3259051/Document-12-National-Intelligence-Council.pdf
27 Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference in Federal Electoral Processes and Democratic Elections, Final Report,
Volume 1: Report Summary, January 2025, chapter 12,
https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/fileadmin/report_volume 1.pdf

28 Security and Intelligence Threats to Elections Task Force, https://www.canada.ca/en/democratic-
institutions/services/protecting-democracy/security-task-force.html

2 Rapid Response Mechanism: Global Affairs Canada, https://www.international.gc.ca/transparency-
transparence/rapid-response-mechanism-mecanisme-reponse-rapide/index.aspx?lang=eng

30 See successive GAC G7 RRM annual reports, starting in 2021, available at:

https://www.international.gc.ca/transparency-transparence/rapid-response-mechanism-mecanisme-reponse-
rapide/index.aspx?lang=eng#G7 RRM _annual
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intelligence community would be hesitant to be labelled as engaging in an online monitoring

effort, which could easily attract strong criticism and even drive conspiracy theories.” 3!

The GAC RRM did conduct one early experiment in collecting open-source data on an Alberta
provincial election in April 2019. This early exercise was largely designed to learn lessons in
advance of a projected Canadian federal election in October 2019. The RRM analysis found that
while no significant foreign interference campaigns were detected, it did detect “coordinated
inauthentic activity.” Among that activity, the RRM identified a “small group of anonymous
[online] accounts pushing a pro-separatist movement in Alberta and the Prairies.” In its report,
the RRM commented that “creating false separatist movements or amplifying domestic ones is a
known tactic in foreign interference.” 3* It also indicated the difficulties attached to trying to link
such accounts to a foreign actor.

This 2019 finding by RRM seems a striking prelude to news of inauthentic accounts recently
uncovered regarding the separatist movement and the referendum issue in Alberta in 2026. These
new findings will be discussed in Section #5 below.

Legislation passed in June 2024, the “Foreign Interference and Security of Information Act,”
tightened criminal sanctions against foreign interference, amended the CSIS Act to allow for the
sharing of CSIS intelligence with entities other than the federal government, and introduced a
Foreign Influence Transparency Registry (FITR). 33

The efficacy of the FITR regime, designed to ensure transparency around persons engaged in
foreign influence activities on the part of a foreign power has yet to be established. A proposed
Commissioner, Anton Boegman, has only recently been announced, regulations are not in place,
and the registry must be stood up.** While FITR might be a valuable tool in dealing with future
referendum situations, it will not be operational in time to deter foreign interference operations
prior to the potential calling of a referendum on Alberta’s independence in the Fall of 2026.

Amendments to the CSIS Act in the legislation provide the Service with a useful mandate to
share intelligence beyond the federal government, including with the provinces and territories,
but nothing in the new mandate overrides the requirement for the recipients of shared

31 Patrick Lennox, “Alberta’s Separatist Movement is a threat to national security,” The Walrus, February 2, 2026,
https://thewalrus.ca/albertas-separatist-movement-is-a-national-security-threat/

32 RRM Canada, unclassified, “Alberta Election Analysis,” released May 1, 2019, included in the records database
of the Public Inquiry into Foreign Interference,
https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/fileadmin/foreign_interference commission/Documents/Exhibits_and Pre
sentations/Exhibits/CAN043104.pdf

33 The Foreign Interference and Security of Information Act, June 2024, https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/o-5/
34 Public Safety Canada, news release, “Minister Anandasangaree names proposed Foreign Influence Transparency

Commissioner, March 13, 2026, https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2026/03/minister-
anandasangaree-names-proposed-foreign-influence-transparency-commissioner.html
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intelligence to have systems in place to properly protect classified information. Nothing alters the
principle of “need to know,” which determines whether an intelligence consumer has the right to
access to certain intelligence reporting. Both of these constraints impact on the ways in which
CSIS might be able to share intelligence on foreign interference threats with the province of
Alberta.

Another constraint on CSIS with regard to sharing intelligence on foreign interference threats
concerns its lawful authority to collect such intelligence in the first place. Section 2 of the CSIS
Act makes clear that CSIS cannot collect intelligence on any of its enumerated threats, including
foreign influence operations, if the activities in that space are deemed to constitute lawful
advocacy. 3 The CSIS Director made this point during an interview with the CBC’s Power and
Politics show on November 13, 2025. 3¢

A newly tabled bill in the House of Commons, called the “Strong and Free Elections Act,” is
designed to amend some aspects of the system in response to a small sub-set of the
recommendations of the Public Inquiry on Foreign Interference. The proposed amendments
primarily give Elections Canada more powers to police nomination contests and federal election
campaigns. 37

4. New information indicating that the Alberta Prosperity Project and the
“Stay Free Alberta” movement are unwilling and/or unable to police any
foreign interference affecting its efforts

If the available evidence points to the fact that the province of Alberta has a very limited capacity
to monitor and respond to foreign interference threats in any referendum process, and no known
policy, and that the interface with the federal government security and intelligence system is
problematic and may be limited, to what extent are the leaders of the Alberta separatist
movement prepared to police themselves to ensure their integrity and legitimacy?

35 Wesley Wark, “So you want intelligence on foreign interference,” March 19, 2026,
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/so-you-want-intelligence-on-foreign

36 https://www.cbe.ca/player/play/video/9.6978393

37 Bill C-25, “The Strong and Free Elections Act,” https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/45-1/bill/C-25/first-
reading; Wesley Wark, “Ottawa’s Election Security Act is too little, too late,”
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/ottawas-election-security-fix-is-too-little-too-late/
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In any “whole-of-society” effort to counter foreign interference, this is an important question.

Up until early 2026, the Alberta Prosperity Project (APP) was the lead organization behind the
Alberta separatist movement. It has subsequently ceased most activities and the campaign has
switched, under the same leadership (e.g. Jeffrey Rath and Mitch Sylvestre), to a new group
called “Stay Free Alberta” which is driving the effort to collect the necessary 178,000 signatures
to force an independence referendum. ® The underlying reasons for the switch have not been
fully explained and a post that appeared on the APP website about it has been taken down. 3°

The switch may have been prompted by a desire to remove from public attention and scrutiny
some of the more controversial statements posted on the APP website about the APP‘s right-wing
politics, conspiracy theories, alignment with the US, support for the US National Security
Strategy, and desire to seek US financial and political support for Alberta independence. *°

Stay Free Alberta has its own website with links to Instagram posts. #' One clear contrast with
the APP website is that Stay Free Alberta posts much less about its political views.

In the meantime, Jeffrey Rath, on behalf of the Alberta Prosperity Project, is attempting to resist
an injunction from the Alberta Elections Commissioner to produce financial and other records
relating to its advertising in support of the referendum petition. 4 Rath has referred to “baseless

allegations™ and accused the Elections Commissioner of “bias.” 4

Not only does Mr. Rath resist allowing for any transparency around financial donations to the
APP, he has also simply dismissed the idea that foreign interference could have an impact on the
separatist petition or subsequent referendum question on Alberta independence. He stared that
the concerns around foreign interference amounted to nothing more than an argument about
“Orange Man Bad.” Rath suggested that any arguments raised about the potential for foreign
interference impacting the separatist petition were “embarrassing” to the Albert Court of King’s
Bench proceedings, and “shouldn’t be considered in any way whatsoever.” 44

38 Matthew Scace, Globe and Mail, “Elections Alberta seeks injunction to force prominent separatist group to
disclose finances, donors,” April 20, 2026, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/alberta/article-elections-
alberta-seeks-injunction-for-prominent-separatist-group-to/

39 Exhibit 1 of Affidavit of Tracey McLean sworn February 1, 2026

40 Wark affidavit, paras 69-78; Charles Rusnell, The Tyee, “The Wild Claims of Jeff Rath, Separatist Firebrand,”
January 26, 2026, https://thetyee.ca/News/2026/01/26/Wild-Claims-Jeff-Rath-Separatist-Firebrand/

41 Stay Free Alberta, https:/ayfreealberta.com

42 Charles Russell, The Tyee, “Alberta Prosperity Project faces court date over separation referendum role,” April
17, 2026, https://thetyee.ca/News/2026/04/17/Alberta-Prosperity-Project-Court-Date-Separation-Referendum-Role/

4 Ibid

4 Jonny Wakefield, The National Post, “Separatist lawyer fires back at claims Alberta independence petition
breaches treaty rights,” April 9, 2026, https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/separatist-lawyer-fires-back-at-claims-
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Similarly, Mitch Sylvestre, who is featured on the “Stay Alberta Free” website and is a leading
proponent of the separatist petition, has argued that “this foreign interference thing, as far as I'm
concerned, is a fairy tale up to this point.” 43

Given that the leading figures in the Alberta separatist petition simply deny any possibility of
foreign interference impacting on the petition and on a possible referendum question, they
clearly cannot be relied on for any vigilance or self-policing to respond to any foreign
interference attempts.

Concerns about lack of vigilance on behalf of separatist proponents have been further ratcheted
up by news that an Alberta separatist group, the “Centurion Project,” gained access to the
province’s voter database and posted this information publicly. 46 This creates a huge risk and a
huge opportunity for any foreign interference actors to gain detailed contact information for
Alberta voters which could be used for malicious disinformation and malinformation campaigns.
It is an open door to access.

5. New information on inauthentic accounts promoting Alberta separatism

One of the strongest pieces of evidence to recently emerge to counter any suggestion that foreign
interference in the Alberta separatist petition or subsequent referendum is purely hypothetical,
comes from a recent forensic examination conducted by authors associated with the Canadian
Digital Media Research Network (CDMRN). The CDMRN is part of the Media Ecosystem
Observatory, a joint project of the University of Toronto and McGill University. The authors
analysed a network of inauthentic YouTube accounts promoting Alberta separatism which had
acquired nearly 40 million views. One of the key takeaways from their report is that this
network:

“...1s targeting Alberta audiences, exploiting genuinely held grievances and repurposing them to

advance narratives that normalize the prospect of secession and US annexation.” 4/

alberta-independence-petition-breaches-treaty-rights; Jeffrey Rath post on X,
https://x.com/JeffreyRWRath/status/20430301154464114837s=20

45 Andrew Jeffrey, CBC News, “Alberta separatist leader unconcerned about influence of YouTube ‘slopaganda’
videos,” April 22, 2026, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/slopaganda-youtube-alberta-separatism-
9.7171993

46 The Globe and Mail, “Alberta separatist group ordered to pull down list of voters following court injunction,”
April 30, 2026, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/alberta/article-elections-alberta-confirms-potential-data-
breach/

47 Canadian Digital Media Research Network, CDMRN Incident Report, “Slopaganda: The Inauthentic YouTube
Network selling secession to Albertans,” April 21, 2026,
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The report also found that the YouTube videos were using Al avatars, deep fakes, and paid
American voice actors, and were replete with lies, thus amounting to a disinformation campaign

designed to skew messaging in favour of Alberta secessionism and union with the United States.
48

The authors state that they are flagging their report as a potential “covert influence operation,”
given the lack of identifiers in the videos that would link them to real individuals or
organizations. Production of the YouTube videos, they contend, involved a “significant

production effort.” 4

More concrete findings on who might be behind the production of these coordinated videos is
difficult without the cooperation of social media platforms.>® However, YouTube’s response to
the controversy was simply to claim that “ YouTube doesn’t allow spam, scam or other deceptive

practices that take advantage of the YouTube community.” !

A Radio Canada International (RCI) investigation managed to dig deeper and found Dutch
YouTube content creator accounts behind several of the YouTube videos. 32 But the individuals
RCI unearthed are clearly only part of a content creation chain, and not the originating
‘masterminds.” Even if ultimate authorship or sponsorship cannot be ascertained, the intent of
this disinformation campaign is clear—to deliberately mislead Albertans and to interfere in the
petition and referendum process.

It is a warning sign.

6. Sensitivities and unpreparedness: heightened risks of foreign interference in
a binary referendum process

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/65427t5b140649321cd829¢9/t/69e6b6909a2cee6840c02f6d/1776727696427/i
ncident slopaganda_final.pdf

4 Ibid, Key Takeaways, p.1; p. 6

4 1bid, p. 6

0 Ibid, p. 10

3! Quoted in Radio Canada International (RCI), “Dutch YouTube creators behind Alberta separatist videos getting
millions of views,” April 23, 2026, https://ici.radio-canada.ca/rci/en/news/2248640/dutch-youtube-creators-behind-
alberta-separatist-videos-getting-millions-of-

views#:~:text=Berry%20provided%20CBC%20News%20with,when%?20asked%20for%20further%20details.

52 Ibid
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In 2016, the UK government launched a citizen referendum on whether the UK should exit the
European Union. The referendum was overseen by the UK Electoral Commission. The
Conservative PM who called the referendum, David Cameron, campaigned for the “Remain”
side. The UK electorate voted by a slight majority (51.9%) to leave the EU. PM Cameron
subsequently resigned. It took four years for exit arrangements to be fully in place. Subsequent
polling has shown an upswing to a majority polling in favour of a UK return to the EU. 33

The Electoral Commission’s report on the conduct of the Referendum noted that its public
opinion research found that 52% of respondents disagreed that the conduct of the referendum
campaign was fair and balanced. 32% disagreed strongly. A high proportion of respondents
(44%) also disagreed that the spending and funding of campaigning entities was open and
transparent. The Electoral Commission urged stronger rules and guidelines for any future
referenda. >

The UK’s Parliamentary Intelligence and Security Committee (ISC), on which the Canadian
National Security and Intelligence Committee of Parliamentarians is modelled, issued a report in
July 2020 on the threats posed by Russia to the UK. It found that the UK was “clearly” a target
for Russia’s disinformation campaigns and political influence operations. > As part of its report
the ISC conducted a case study of Russian interference in the 2016 EU Referendum. It found that
the British intelligence community exercised “extreme caution” around involvement in the
contentious EU referendum, which the ISC condemned as “illogical.” ¢ The ISC also
condemned the failure of the UK government to properly assess the question of potential
successful interference in the EU referendum, especially when it came to the use of open-source
intelligence on which the UK intelligence community could have augmented (‘stood on the
shoulders of”) with more sensitive collection capabilities. >7 It argued that the UK intelligence
community should have produced a post-referendum assessment of Russian attempts at

53 The Guardian, “More than half of Britons support rejoining the EU 10 years after Brexit,” 17 April 2026,
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2026/apr/17/half-britons-support-rejoining-eu- 1 0-years-brexit-vote

>4 Electoral Commission, “Report: 23 June 2016 Referendum on the UK membership of the EU,”
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-
referendums/report-23-june-2016-referendum-uks-membership-european-union

>3 Intelligence and Security Committee of Parliament, “Russia,” July 21, 2020, para. 31,
https://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CCS207_CCS0221966010-001 Russia-Report-v02-
Web_Accessible.pdf

%6 Ibid, para 40

57 Ibid, para 46
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interference, similar to that conducted by the US Director of National Intelligence in the
aftermath of the US presidential election in 2016. 8

The approach of the UK intelligence community to the sensitivities of the 2016 UK EU
referendum may well be replicated in the Canadian system in response to foreign interference
concerns in the Alberta separatist petition and potential Fall referendum. This sensitivity was on
display during an interview conducted by the CBC with the CSIS Director, Dan Rogers, in
November 2025. Mr. Rogers pointed out that CSIS was forbidden by its mandate to collect
intelligence on any lawful advocacy associated with the separatist movement in Alberta. > He
mentioned the need for government agencies to be “attentive” to the prospect of foreign
interference and talked about the role of the SITE TF and the GAC RRM. But as I have
discussed above, the mandates of the SITE TF and the GAC RRM are focused on interference in
federal election processes. When the CSIS Director was pressed on whether binary referendum
question posed an extra vulnerability, he said he couldn’t quantify this.

As UK voters experienced during the Brexit referendum, passions can run high and political
polarization can be acute. This offers a perfect space for foreign interference, especially online.

The reality is that a contentious binary referendum question offers a highly concentrated and
accessible target, allowing for a malign foreign actor to engage by measuring societal
vulnerabilities to information operations. Such a referendum is the juiciest of targets for foreign
interference and we have in this country no experience of the vulnerabilities opened up to the
online information universe in the course of a secessionist referendum. ¢!

Conclusion

The threat of foreign interference, animated by US or other foreign threat actors, in the separatist
petition and in any subsequent referendum question, is real and has intensified since the
beginning of 2026.

The Alberta government has not demonstrated any capacity or policy to address the threat and its
outreach to the federal government for assistance appears limited.

38 Ibid, para 47

32 CBC, Power and Politics, interview with Daniel Rogers by David Cochrane, November 13, 2025, timestamp 8:13
to 9:45, https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6978393

60 ibid

6! Patrick Lennox, “Can Alberta Protect its Secession Vote from Trump,” The Walrus, April 14, 2026,
https://thewalrus.ca/can-alberta-keep-foreign-meddling-out-of-its-secession-vote/
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The federal government possesses capabilities that could assist the Alberta government to
identify and respond to foreign interference threats but there is no evidence that these capabilities
have been substantially called upon or mobilized.

The Alberta government appears to be sleep-walking into a situation where their direct
democracy processes could be fundamentally interfered with by malign foreign actors.
Something similar occurred in the context of British government inaction during the Brexit
referendum in 2016.

A binary referendum question offers a highly concentrated, easily identified target for foreign
interference. It requires good intelligence and strong defences, not non-existent ones. It requires
express policy and a willingness, ability, and non-partisan system, similar to the federal one, to
issue warnings to the public.
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